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DOCKET FOR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING-CORPORATION MEETING 

CALL OF MEETING TO ORDER Rob Miller, Board Chair 2022 

OPENING PRAYER 

APPROVAL OF DOCKET 

MOTION TO HOLD CONGREGATIONAL AND CORPORATION MEETINGS CONCURRENTLY 

APPROVAL OF 2022’S ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS – DISCUSSION, QUESTIONS 

ACCEPT NOMINATING COMMITTEE’S SLATE 

ELECT NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES FROM CONGREGATION (2) 

ELECT STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES FROM CONGREGATION (2) 

INSTALLATION 

ADOPTION OF CHURCH BUDGET FOR 2023 

ADJOURNMENT 

HYMN #371 (vs 1 and 4) “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 

PRAYER  
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OPENING PRAYER  
 

MINUTES OF 2022 FIRST CHURCH UNITED ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The Congregation of First Church United held its annual meeting following worship on Sunday, January 16, 2022 in person 
and on Zoom.   Approximately 46 were in attendance.   
The meeting was called to order by 2021 Board Chair Dean Phelps.  
Pastor Deb gave the opening prayer.  
Motion to approve the docket as written. 1st Joe Myers, 2nd Lori Brooke, unanimously approved by the Congregation.   

Motion to approve to hold the Annual Congregational Meeting and Corporation Meeting concurrently.   1st Joe Myers, 2nd Lori 
Brooke, unanimously approved by the Congregation.   
Motion to approve the minutes from the 2020 Annual meeting as amended with a corrected misprint. 1st Lori Brooke, 2nd Rob 
Miller, unanimously approved by the Congregation.   
Motion to approve the reports of each committee of the church as printed in the Annual Report Book 1st Dinette Myers, 2nd 

Marianne Phelps, unanimously approved by the Congregation.   
Motion to approve the Nominating Committee recommendations for new Board and Committee members. 1st Marianne 
Phelps, 2nd Joe Myers, unanimously approved by the Congregation.   
Move to elect two representatives for the Nominating committee for 2022.  Jodi Kelly and Robyn Cox volunteered. Motion to 
approve the volunteer’s 1st Lori Brooke, 2nd Rob Miller, unanimously approved by the Congregation. 

Move to elect two representatives for the Stewardship committee for 2022.  Bill Koellner and Brenda Miller volunteered. 
Motion to approve the volunteer’s 1st Joe Myers, 2nd Dinette Myers, unanimously approved by the Congregation. 
Installation of Committee and Board members by Pastor Deb 
Motion to approve the 2022 proposed budget, 1st Joe Myers, 2nd Lori Brooke, unanimously approved by the Congregation.   
Congregation thanks Dean Phelps for his leadership during 2021.   
Dean declared the meeting adjourned.   

Congregation sang #379 “Take My Life and Let It Be” by acapella.  
Pastor Deb gave the closing prayer. 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE PRESENTS THE FOLLOWING TO ELECT AS CHURCH OFFICERS 

FOR CLASS OF 2025: 

Official Board – Mary Larson, Jared Deahr, and Bob Dewar (1 year)     
Board of Deacons – Jan and Bill Koellner 
Communion Speaking Elders – Missy Johnson and Susan Deahr 

Endowment Fund – Joe Myers and Jennifer Kruger 

Pastoral Relations – Missy Johnson 
Personnel Relations – Letha Ottaway 
Christian Ed. – Stacey Feldman and Emily Reed 
Congregational Life – Charles Brooke, Sam Moral, Robyn Cox 
Memorial Comm. – Lori Brooke 
Community Center Board – Jodi Kelly 
Trustees – Mark Johnson 
 

ELECT NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES FROM CONGREGATION (2) 

1. 
2.  

ELECT STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES FROM CONGREGATION (2) 

1. 
2. 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES FOR 2023 

Secretary – Kate Woods; Treasurer—Keith Barnhart;  Financial Secretary—Dinette Myers 

Trustees Property - Brent Parizek, Bob Dewar, Mark Johnson 

Worship - Syd Harned, Karen Nortman, Emily Reed, Brenda Miller, Lori Brooke, anyone is welcome. 

Endowment Fund- Mary Larson, Vince Ottaway, Holly Gingerich, Meredith Parizek, Joe Myers, Jennifer 

Kruger 



4 
 

Communion Speaking Elders – Mary Larson, Keith Barnhart, Bill Koellner, Jan Koellner, Dean Phelps, Leon 

Larson, Missy Johnson, Susan Deahr 

Christian Education - Kristen Smith, Lisa Murphy, Laura Elder, Samira Deahr, Stacey Feldman, Emily Reed 

Congregational Life - Fonda Valez, Emily Reed, Dinette Myers, Jason Thrasher, Katie Thrasher, Charles 

Brooke, Sam Moral, Robyn Cox 

Board of Deacons- Evelyn Evans, Evelyn Wilkerson, Norma Brooks, Joe Myers, Jan Koellner, Bill Koellner 

Personnel Relations- Rob Miller, Joel Murphy, Letha Ottaway 

Pastoral Relations - Jim Kiwala, Jan Koellner, Missy Johnson 

Memorial –Bill Koellner, Marianne Phelps, Lori Brooke 

Community Youth Group Board—Jodi Kelly, LeeAnn Maas 

Community Center Board—Syd Harned, Susan Deahr, Jodi Kelly 

Denominational Relations— Pastor Deborah Mann 
 

 

PASTOR'S REPORT  

As 2022 draws to a close and I work on this annual report, I am reminded of all the good that God has 
done through our church family. It is indeed my honor to work alongside all of you and to share in ministry with 
laughter, shared tears and encouragement. It is wonderful to be a part of something that is positive and hope-
filled! Each week, we gather together in Worship, Christian education and coffee fellowship to grow and 
solidify our relationship with God and one another. Each week, I watch our community continue to build up 
each another and share in our joys and concerns with the body of Christ. We truly desire to be faith-filled and as 
a result we continue to give of ourselves generously. Whether it is through our children’s programming or other 
in-house ministries, our care and attention to the building, property and home of the pastor’s family or the 
community at large, the Light of Christ is reflected in all we do.  

This past year has been no exception. Not only did we continue to flourish in our yearly activities such 
as the Fair Stand, VBS, CYG, WOW, and Music Ministries, we added or returned to several ‘new’ activities. 
Huff-N-Puff exercise class was started up again, meeting three mornings a week. With the addition of the new 
screen and projector, we were able to not only meet their current needs, but also the needs of GriefShare. This is 
a 50-year seasoned program of 13 weekly sessions directly geared toward those who have lost loved ones in the 
past or present and are struggling. Our program leaders were able to provide a total of 3 group sessions this past 
year. The participants were so grateful for this opportunity to express their pain openly and honestly in a safe 
place among others who were also struggling. We saw great strides in their healing and the powerful benefits of 
this growing ministry open to the public.  

This year we also returned to home visits by our deacons and serving communion trays once again up 
and down the pews. We even began a ‘modified intinction’ communion first used on Christmas Eve. I feel we 
continue to make peace with our ‘new normal’ and are growing as a result of it. It is so good to have flexibility 
when needed. We are also in the process of continuing to update our growing need for better visuals and sound 
in worship services and for the homebound.  

We recently had to say goodbye to 2 special gentlemen in our church family, Tom and Walt. Once 
again, our church came together to assist the families and friends of their loved ones. As Walt’s service was 
during extremely harsh weather, we were able to have the funeral home livestream the service for others not 
able to attend in person, but very much wanting to be there. We also were able to restart confirmation classes 
for youth, 6th-8th grade, and provide adult mentors for them. We had an exhilarating retreat at the end of our 
class sessions out at the University Ropes course and on Pentecost Sunday, the eight youth were confirmed as 
members with two of them also being baptized. Earlier in the spring we had another infant baptism. And this 
past May was extra special for Lee Ann and I as we were married in this church home with the great support, 
love and acts of kindness from so many. It was an historical day in the life of this church and in our hearts.  

We continue to be humbled by how God continues to help us balance work, family and self-care. 
Having family in different states is often challenging, but we have found ways to make it work and continue to 
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savor precious moments spent together.  One of the areas of ministry that continue to sustain me personally and 
support the church is our denominational ties. Whether is through our camp offerings or educational 
opportunities, we are blessed by our Midwest Regional Disciple office and Presbytery connections. Leadership 
has been very helpful in providing opportunities to build up pastors and the congregations. This year, the elders 
attended a three-part elder training workshop via Zoom and several members attended a technology tutorial.  

As your pastor, I have been blessed with numerous occasions to grow in my own continuing education 
and draw support from other colleagues within my own denomination and other community leaders. The 
Ministerial Association continues to grow stronger in our desire for Unity in Christ through shared ministry 
opportunities, beyond our denominational differences. We have much more in common than we do apart. This 
year, we also saw staffing changes in several of our churches. Kate Woods became our new administrative 
assistant and with the help of Katie Thrasher, was able to step in and without missing a beat. We have been very 
blessed with those caring for our office/church needs and it shows.  

As we continue to grow in a variety of ways, I pray that we will continue to keep God’s guiding hand at 
the forefront of all we do. I am truly excited to see where God will lead and how we will all grow spiritually in 
the process. Every holiday season, I am amazed at how it all comes together. There are so many hearts and 
hands interweaving their talents and resources to produce miraculous outcomes for the benefit of others. This 
past Christmas was no exception with the surplus of Christmas boxes needing to be filled, the Christmas 
caroling to our homebound, the celebration of candles, carols and our Children’s Christmas program along with 
so many visitors and beautiful holiday music given by our cantata and chime members. What a special way to 
retell the miracle of Christ’s birth and to present that faithful witness for others to see. As we wrap us this year, 
the song “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” is the song I hear loud and strong. As we have done in the past, I pray 
that we will once again hold fast to God’s loving hand to see where we will be led in this New Year. May our 
church family continue to unite in body and in spirit as we go forth WITH JOY into 2023!! 
With praise and gratitude for a very blessed 2022 – Pastor Deb   
 

MEMBERS ON THE CHURCH ROLL AS OF JANUARY 1, 2022… 144 members 
 

ADDITIONS TO THE ROLL IN 2022  LOSSES & TRANSFERS OUT IN 2022 

Confirmation of Faith     8                                                  Transfers or Deaths     2 
Roll change from Inactive to Active 1          

 

MEMBERS ON THE CHURCH ROLL AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2022…151 members  

 

EVENTS  
Funerals: 2   Weddings: 2    Children’s Baptisms: 3   Adult Baptisms: 0 

11 Regular Monthly Board Meetings, 1 Congregational Meeting, 0 Special Board Meetings 
 
COMMUNION— Held on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month and at the Pastor’s discretion.   
FUNERALS AND COMMITTAL:   Tom Brooke, Walt Lehman 
 
ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH:  Payton Murphy, Karlie Jenks, Tenley Murphy, Porter Maurer,  
Emmee Wiele, Kaden Wiele, Alice Thrasher, Madelyn Deahr (06/05/2022)  
 
WEDDINGS:  Lee Ann Maas & Deborah Mann (05/14/22), Brooke & Isaac Vos (07/16/22) 

BAPTISMS: Gia Jae Galvan (03/20/22), Porter Maurer (06/05/22), Karlie Jenks (06/05/2022)  
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BOARD CHAIR REVIEW FOR 2022 

During Stewardship Sunday, Pastor Deb highlighted a lengthy and impressive array of programs, initiatives, 
and committees – each complete with its set of members and volunteers – from First Church United that have 
made an impact locally and nationally in 2022.  It was inspiring to hear how these programs are reaching young 
children, young adults, families, and our cherished older members.  First Church United is on an upward trend! 

2022 also represented a return of sorts to normalcy at FCU.  We returned to in-person weekly services, masks 
became optional, we resumed passing communion trays, enjoyed fellowship activities together, and all of our 
music programs emerged even stronger. 

During the course of 2022, the board approved and undertook several improvements across both the Manse and 
the church, which include: new windows in the Manse; new flooring in the Manse; a new deck at the Manse; 
new appliances in the Manse; new cushions for pews in the Sanctuary; a new mower for the church grounds; 
and, a new video/audio system to streamline virtual programming.  Although not nearly as exciting as many of 
our programs, investing in infrastructure was needed and a priority of the board in 2022. 

Even while making these investments, First Church United is still a financially healthy organization!  Annual 
giving in 2022 was at its highest level in the past 5 years.  We are also fortunate to have a strong endowment 
fund which helps fund mission and outreach-related activities. 

Other highlights during 2022 included: 

• The wedding of Pastor Deb and Lee Ann 

• Fellowship and service opportunities such as the Fair, choir, and the Voluntary Action Council 

• Launching the Grief Share program 

• Welcoming Kate Woods as our new Office Administrator 

• Robust children’s programming including Vacation Bible School, WOW, and CYG 

In closing, it’s the responsibility of a board to leave the organization in a better place than where it started.  
There’s work yet to be done, but because of the dedication and hard work of staff, volunteers, and committees, 
I’m confident we did so in 2022. 
Sincerely, 
Rob Miller, Board Chair   
 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

Name plates have been engraved this year for Claire Wicks and Thomas C. Brooke. A tree sign was printed and placed by the tree for 
Russ and Christine Newcomb on behalf of their children.A new Memorial Board has been started and is hanging in the Narthex. 

Financial Report 

Beginning Balance 01/01/2022 ...................................................................... $2,511.76 
     To Harry's Custom Trophies for engraving ....................... $20.14 
     To Cardinal Sign & Graphics for tree sign & post ............ $23.54 
     To Lowe's for drill bits to use on Memorial Boards .......... $11.07 
Balance on hand 12/01/2022 ......................................................................... $2,457.01 

Respectfully Submitted – Memorial Committee Members Marianne Phelps, Bill Koellner, Susan Lehman 
 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE  

The Pastoral Relations Committee consists of three individuals who serve three years on the committee, with 
one person rotating on/off each year so there is some overlap and consistency. 

This committee serves as a liaison between the Pastor, the Official Board, and the congregation, and also serves 
as a confidential sounding board for the Pastor.  Members of the congregation can provide input to committee 
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members any time during the year regarding the Pastor’s role and performance.  However, the committee 
encourages congregational members to speak directly to the Pastor if they feel comfortable doing so. 

During 2022, the Pastoral Relations Committee relied mostly on informal interactions with Pastor Deb, 
including one-on-one conversations with a committee member and/or email correspondence.  Although this 
seemed to work well enough, in the next year the committee should probably go back to meeting with the Pastor 
at least quarterly in order to re-establish meetings in a more formal setting.   

It is a true pleasure to serve on the Pastoral Relations Committee and be of service to First Church United and 
its Pastor in this manner. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Syd Harned, Jim Kiwala, Jan Koellner 
 
BOARD OF DEACONS 

It is the duty of deacons, first of all, to minister to those in need, the sick, and the homebound. Deacons have 
sent cards and made phone calls to shut-ins. Communion elements were not being passed for part of the year 
due to COVID safety concerns. The Board approved the change to a combination of worship attendees could 
either take the elements passed or utilize prepackaged elements.  Servers were again used during worship 
assisting elders at the communion table.  Elements were prepared primarily by Deacons but assisted by elders. 

Please help us by informing us if anyone is in the hospital or needs a call from the Deacons.  

Some of the specific duties include:  
1. Serving Communion and assisting the Pastor at Simpson Home Worship Service (Our church is the 

only church offering communion at the nursing home) 
2. Visiting at the hospitals if allowed  
3. Visiting and serving Communion to the homebound when requested 
4. Preparing Communion 
5. Making calls regularly on the elderly and nursing homes (Simpson, Wilton and Lone Tree) 
6. Birthday cards to the Nursing Home 
7. Meeting as needed 
8. Assist Pastor when she requires help 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

First Church United Music Ministry Mission Statement states, “The purpose and passion of the Music 
Ministry of First Church United is to worship God through music. In doing so, we are committed to excellence, 
and our selections are coordinated with our pastor, church themes, and liturgical calendar. We embrace a 
balance of creativity and tradition, always striving to fulfill the worship experience of our congregation. As 
servants and ministers of music, we welcome musicians of all ages and talents, and we value the shared faith 
and Christian fellowship of our choir family.” 

What a rewarding and blessed year 2022 has been for our Music Ministry!  We have enjoyed a full year 
of choirs in full force after the stay caused by the pandemic. We do not take our fellowship and our united 
mission for granted! 

Our choirs include Chancel Choir, Chime Choir, Youth Bell Choir and WOW Kids.  An added blessing 
is the growth of these choirs!  Our Chime Choir, for example, needed to add some notebooks and order new 
copies of music to fill them.  Such a joy!! 

We continue to embrace cherished traditions (Chancel Choir services during Advent and on Palm 
Sunday; Chime Choir sharing Sundays as well as playing for events like the Holiday Open House).  We look for 
new ways (like combining Chime Choir with Youth Bells) to serve our congregation and praise God! 
 

Your Music Ministry Team: Brenda Miller, Emily Reed, Lori Brooke, Marianne Phelps, and Susan Lehman 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

This committee consists of Bob Dewar, Brent Parizek and Jim Kiwala. There were several items that 
needed attention this year and were taken care of by this committee or hired out. Ken Wright, Blaine Kelly, 
Mark Johnson and Lori and Darrin Brooke also helped out with projects. 
 

Items tended to for the church include: 
1. Blaine made new racks for the banners. 
2. Bob and Jim re-enforced the baptistry wood covering 
3. Dry wall was fixed on the pulpit wall for the banners to hang. 
4. Bob stabilized the manger and stable. 
5. Blaine installed a new motor in the Food pantry heater. 
6. The craft room flooring was also completed by Pine Tree Interiors 
7. Pest Control company was hired to spray 4 times a year.  

 

Items tended to for the manse included: 
1. New flooring installed  
2. New deck and concrete wall structure installed out the back door due to former wall caving. 
3. Trim around outside doors and garage were replaced. 
4. All new windows installed. 
5. The dishwasher, washer and dryer were replaced due to breakdowns.  

 

It was a great committee to work on and everyone was eager to help.  Let’s have a great 2023.  
 

VOLUNTARY ACTION COUNCIL 

The number of families benefiting from this year’s Christmas distribution of food, toys, and coats is 
amazing.  It couldn’t happen without all of the groups and individuals in our community who step up to help 
whenever there is a need.  We are blessed to live in such a generous caring area.  Thank you.  A special thank 
you needs to go to Pam Schnittjer, who continues to do an amazing job keeping the food pantry going and the 
most organized person I know.  
 

Priscilla Haessig, VAC Christmas Distribution Co- Chairman 
 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE  

This year, Katie Thrasher submitted her resignation. Katie graciously agreed to remain until we hired 
and trained a replacement. Katie has served our church for many years and has done any amazing job! In the 
spring of 2022, we met with Katie and Pastor Deb to update the job description.  We then advertised for the 
position, conducted several interviews and ultimately recommended to the Board that Kate Woods be hired. 
Kate accepted and Katie stayed on for a couple weeks to help in the training process. We welcome Kate into her 
new position! 

In November, the Personnel Committee completed evaluations of our staff, including Kate Woods and 
LeeAnn Maas. These evaluations have been forwarded to the Board. Once the board accepts our evaluations, 
we will meet with staff to discuss. 
 

Personnel Committee: Jodi Kelly (Chair), Rob Miller, Joel Murphy 
 
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE  

The Congregational Life Committee is responsible for organizing events throughout the church calendar 
focusing on the life of our church, fellowship, family and activities for all ages.  The following is a summary of 
the activities that we organized throughout the year 2022.  

In January, the congregation sent a signed card to Gary Hahn for his birthday, along with a video 
greeting of the congregation singing to him.  In February, we took Valentine’s Day cards made by the WOW 
kids and FCU congregation to the Simpson Home. We also organized a canned food drive for the “Soup-er 
Bowl” Sunday and donated it to the Food Pantry.  
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In the month of March, the WOW kids and the congregation made “Welcome Spring” banners and took 
them to the Simpson Home.  Easter came in April and we worked with the confirmation class to plan and 
prepare the food for the annual Easter breakfast, served between the two Easter services.   

In May and June, we planned and organized the Pentecost service and the celebration of our graduate 
Charlie Thrasher and our confirmation students being confirmed.  We held a reception after church to honor 
these young people. We provided a scholarship and gifts for the graduate and the confirmed students.  

We helped with the Fair stand in July.  In August, we had a family pool party at Kimberly Park Pool 
with ice cream treats to help kick off VBS and Sunday School. 

In September, we participated in an Ecumenical church service held at West Liberty Christian 
Fellowship.  In October, we held a Soup & Sweets potluck after church to kick off the Stewardship campaign. 
In December, we provided a birthday cake for Jesus after the kids Christmas program in Fellowship Hall and 
organized Christmas Caroling around town with the help of the Deahr family. It has been a great year!   
 

Congregational Life Committee Members:  Brenda Miller, Dinette Myers, Emily Reed, Katie Thrasher 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE FINANCIAL REPORT 
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 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 The Christian Education Committee met three times this year. This committee is made up of five 
members: Lisa Murphy, Laura Elder, Samira Deahr, Kristin Smith, and Lee Ann Maas. 
Additional attendees include Pastor Deb and Emily Reed.  
     Lee Ann Maas welcomed everyone to her first meeting as Director of Youth Ministries. We started out 
discussing what we wanted for this year’s Vacation Bible School. Lisa Murphy’s sister was very helpful with 
letting us use their left over VBS curriculum and we settled on the "Cave Quest" from Group Inc/VBS.  We 
decided to hold it the first week of August, from the 2nd-4th. The VBS time would be held from 5:30pm to 7:00 
pm and we would have opening-songs, a meal for kids, threes 3 sessions consisting of crafts, games, and 
lessons, and end with a closing moment. 

We also decided to get some t-shirts for the kids this year and were able to do so thanks to the 
Endowment Committee and approval of funding. The middle schoolers and high school were great helpers this 
year. Thank you!  

Everyone voted to start WOW on September 14th, 2022 from 5:30-7:15 PM, but was later changed to 
end at 7:00 PM due to chime choir rehearsal beginning at 7:00 PM.  

Sunday School will stay the same and Lee Ann will continue to teach from the Children Bulletins that 
link with the scriptures the adults are following in the church service. 

A Sub Tub was created and placed on Lee Ann’s desk with items to make it easy for someone to step in 
and teach the kids if Lee Ann is absent.  

The safety policy of checking in and signing out by the parents at WOW went very well. Katie Thrasher 
started out doing our check-in and Syd Harned did the sign out process with the parents. The year ended with 
Lee Ann doing sign-in and Stacey Feldman doing the sign-out. 

Lee Ann began the year working on a folder to file completed papers by the children, but by the end of 
the year we had rolling drawers for each child to store and retrieve their finished projects. 

During the June meeting, we organized the details for VBS and made sure everything was in line for the 

advertising media for the registration. We also went over a few more summer dates for the kids, like the pool 

party, the parade and the Christmas program in December.  

During the October meeting, discussion covered the start-up of WOW, which began September 14th, 
2022. It was decided to switch back to regular plates instead of paper plates. Missy and Lisa oversaw meals, 
Bertie volunteered to run the dish washer, Pastor Deb led the Bible lesson, Susan Deahr led the games, and Lee 
Ann Maas was leading the crafts. The middle schoolers and high schoolers were designated as helpers. We 
started with a western-themed curriculum and then moved to the raging river rampage curriculum, which were 
all left over from past VBS sessions. 

We decided to go ahead with the cereal box collection and domino drop this year again. We started by 
having the boxes all due on November 30th but extended it to December 7th to give us a little more time to 
collect donations. The domino drop with the cereal boxes was a success again this year. 

We collected for the noisy offering this year until December 4th and the kids voted on what animals to 
purchase from Heifer International. The kids collected $390.00 and were able to purchase a water buffalo, a pig, 
and a flock of chickens. Because we made our purchases before December 31st, Heifer International matched 
our donation and we were able to get twice as many animals. 

WOW and SS Christmas Program was held on December 11th, 2022, and it was a wonderful success! 
We even got to have birthday cake after the program to celebrate Jesus’s birthday. We purchased an Advent 
family Devotional and Advent Pop-up calendar for all the children's families so each family could bring the 
Christmas advent season into their home. "On the Way to Bethlehem" was the devotional theme. 

The WOW kids began winter break after the Christmas program on December 11th and will resume on 
January 11th, 2023. God bless our children’s programs! Happy New Year! 
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ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 

General Endowment Fund History: FCU Endowment Fund established at Annual Meeting of 1991 and initial 
investment was $5,500 in Christian Church Foundation and $5,500 in Presbyterian Foundation.  FCU Endowment 
Fund is oldest Endowment Fund in Christian Church Foundation dated 1/22/1991.  This is 32 years of investment 
with Christian Church.  Deposits were made equally to both denominations unless a donor wishes a specific 
foundation.   

Correspondence with Christian Church Foundation as of June 2022 indicates that $303,675.95 interest has 
been paid on an investment of $433,825.87. All investments in both Foundations are in a Balanced Fund which 
constitutes 35% equity and 65% Fixed income.   

2022 began with $575,278.80 in New Covenant Funds and $872,315.37 in Christian Church Foundation.  In 
May the Endowment Committee invested $1,200,000 (Sterner) in Christian Church Foundation; August the 
Endowment Committee invested $1,200,000 (Sterner); and in September the Endowment Committee invested 
$25,000 in the Christian Church Foundation (1/2 of Melick Estate).  The decision was based on the Committee 
interviewing both denomination executives and rate of return on investments.  Rate of return from Christian Church 
is 2 to 3 times return from New Covenant Funds.  Since the end of the year values will not be available until January, 
the final values in both accounts can’t be published.  

The September values are:  New Covenant Funds - $478,369.57 and Christian Church Foundation - 
$862,900.74.  This is a total of $1,162,289.84 as of September 30.   

Requests for endowment funds aligned with the areas identified by the Endowment Fund guidelines 
established – education, community outreach, board discretion, and wider mission.  The income is distributed 
equally between the four areas.  

Disbursements as of September 30: 
- Requests granted – education - $3,570; community outreach - $5839.36; wider mission - $3000 
- Education – camps, synod school and on-line class 
- Community outreach – painting of narthex window; Latino outreach shop with a cop, warm coats, 

advent supplies, grief share program, support for WOW and VBS, , confirmation class, CYG trip, 
pew bibles and Children’s Festival 

- Wider mission – women’s recovery shelter, Matt Kelly – Global Health Program, Take Away 
Hunger 

 

Beryl Brooke Memorial Music Ministry Endowment Fund 

(Endowment Fund Committee invests funds, interest given to Music Ministry Committee for expenditures) 

New Covenant Funds - $17,770.41 (1/1/22) Initial investment $16,500 in 2020, $14,858.72 (9/30/22) 
Christian Church Foundation - $18,879.24 (1/1/22) Initial investment $16,500 in 2020, $15,168.47 (9/30/22). 
 

Special Endowment Fund (Watters) 

New Covenant Funds - $143,210.30 (1/1/22); $119,028.39 (9/30/22) Christian Church Foundation - $108,852 
(1/1/22); $85,101.24 (9/30/22) 
 

(Endowment Fund Committee invests funds, interest given to Board for expenditures) 
 

2022 Endowment fund committee members: Bill Koellner (2022), Meredith Parizek (2024), Holly Gingerich (2024), 
Tom Brooke (2022); Mary Larson (2023) and Vince Ottaway (2023).  Susan Deahr is Treasurer (non-voting 
member). 
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ENDOWMENT FUND FINANCIAL REPORT 2022 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2022 
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2023 BUDGET 
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HELPING THE WORSHIP TEAM, 2022 

     Volunteers are a very important part of the worship service at First Church United.  Thank you for 
volunteering.  We have tried very hard to compile an accurate list.  Please let us know if we have missed 
listing your name as a volunteer.   

 

COMMUNION SERVERS COMMUNION PREPARERS GREETERS/ COFFEE HOUR  
Communion was served in individual  Bill Koellner Evelyn Evans 

containers to be picked up at the  Jan Koellner Susan Deahr 
Sanctuary doors and by traditional Evelyn Evans Dean Phelps 

passing of the elements during 2022. Keith Barnhart Marianne Phelps 

Dinette Myers Evelyn Wilkerson Laura Elder 
Joe Myers  Missy Johnson 

Syd Harned  Dinette Myers 

Vince Ottaway  Charles Brooke 

SamLetha Ottaway  Sam Morel 
Joel Murphy SPEAKING ELDERS Letha Ottaway 

Lisa Murphy Tom Brooke Vince Ottaway 

Emily Reed Mary Pat Brooke  

Missy Johnson Mary Larson  

 Leon Larson  

 Keith Barnhart  

 Dean Phelps  

 Bill Koellner 
Jan
K

 

 Jan Koellner  

   

POWERPOINT 

ZOOM & POWERPOINT                      USHERS CANDLE LIGHTERS 

 

Brenda Miller Tom Brooke Rayleigh Reed 

Lee Ann Maas Bill Koellner Kendall Elder 
Katie Thrasher Dean Phelps Brady Elder 
Shaun Kruger Keith Barnhart Hannah Schieffer 
Jared Deahr Lee Ann Maas Makenna Deahr 
Susan Deahr Joe Myers Gloria Smith 

Keith Barnhart Vince Ottaway Harper Wieland 

Bill Koellner Missy Johnson Elliott Wieland 

Marcy Dewar Bob Dewar Payton Murphy 

Charles Brooke Rob Miller Kaden Wiele 

Joel Murphy Emily Johnson Savanna Smith 

SA Payton Murphy Aniston Murphy 

 Rayleigh Reed  
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

OFFICIAL BOARD 

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025   

Dean Phelps 
Lisa Murphy 

Missy Johnson 
Rob Miller 

Mary Larson 
Jared Deahr 

  

Karen Nortman Rich Hambright Bob Dewar (1 year)   

BOARD OF DEACONS               

CLASS OF 2023            CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025    

Evelyn Wilkerson  
Evelyn Evans 

      Norma Brooks 
      Joe Myers 

Bill Koellner 
Jan Koellner 
 

   

COMMUNION SPEAKING ELDERS           

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025   

Bill/Jan Koellner Dean Phelps Missy Johnson   

Keith Barnhart Leon/Mary Larson  Susan Deahr   

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE   Susan Deahr, Treasurer       

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025    

Mary Larson Holly Gingerich Joe Myers    
Vince Ottaway Meredith Parizek           Jennifer Kruger    

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE  

CLASS OF 2023  CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025    

Jim Kiwala Jan Koellner Missy Johnson    

PERSONNEL RELATIONS COMMITTEE—Secretary, Janitor, and ancillary staff    

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025    

Rob Miller Joel Murphy Letha Ottaway    

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE           CYG BOARD 

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2023  
Lisa Murphy 
Kristen Smith 

Laura Elder 
Samira Deahr 

Stacey Feldman 
Emily Reed 

Lee Ann Maas 
Jodi Kelly 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE      COMMUNITY CENTER BOARD  

Amrita Giri, Treasurer       

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024   CLASS OF 2025 

Emily Reed Katie Thrasher Charles Brooke Syd Harned             Susan Deahr           Jodi Kelly 

Dinette Myers 
Fonda Zelez 

Jason Thrasher           Sam Morel 
Robyn Cox 

  

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE     TRUSTEES    

CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025 CLASS OF 2023 CLASS OF 2024 CLASS OF 2025  

Bill Koellner Marianne Phelps       Lori Brooke Brent Parizek Bob Dewar Mark Johnson  

SUBMITTED BY 2022 NOMINATING COMMITTEE – Jodi Kelly, Robyn Cox 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 2023 -  
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE FOR 2023-   


