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From the heart of Pastor Deb . . .  

 

A new season is coming, and I want to jump for joy! 
Spring is in the air. The temperature is rising, the birds 
are singing and the great thaw has begun. Not sure what 
it will look like yet for our church setting, but I am filled 
with HOPE. I pray the worst is behind us as more and 
more people are vaccinated every day. We  continue to 
lift up prayers for all those involved in vaccine 
distribution and caring for the sick. Each week our joys 
and prayer list continues to grow. How wonderful that 
we can see and celebrate our joys amidst the struggles! 
My heart is full as we come together each Sunday via 
zoom to worship and join in fellowship. This week we 
started our Care circles and Presbytery Lenten study. 
The board, CYG and other committees have been able to 
meet or have the option as well via zoom. We rejoice in 
this technology that continues to keep us connected, and 
the Giver of all good things, our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  
 
As we continue on in this Lenten season, we are 
reminded that it is a time for new growth and life 
through repentance and renewal. May we release our 
fears to God and hold fast to our faith, trusting that God 
will continue to provide and guide. Let our spirits be 
lifted as we trust in the Spirit of God to journey with us 
every step of the way. May we bow humbly in gratitude 
for our God's steadfast faithfulness. It has indeed been a 
very long winter, but take heart dear friends. Spring is on 
its way and we are one step closer to reuniting. Let us 
continue to be wise and cautious, and hold one another 
in prayer. Resurrection Joy is right around the corner! 
 
 
'Loving one another as Christ loves us' 
Pastor Deb 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH RECORD 

February 2021 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

By Zoom 

February 7 $600 49 

February 14 $2,185 46 

February 17 NA 22 

February 21 $1 335 46 

February 28 2,175 49 

 

MARCH LECTIONARY 

Advent 

Year B 

First 

reading 
Psalm 

Second 

reading 
Gospel 

Third Sunday 

in Lent 
March 7, 2021 

Exodus 
20:1-17 

Psalm 
19 

1 
Corinthians 
1:18-25 

John 
2:13-22 

Fourth 

Sunday in 

Lent 
March 14, 
2021 

Numbers 
21:4-9 

Psalm 
107:1-
3, 17-22 

Ephesians 
2:1-10 

John 
3:14-21 

Fifth Sunday 

in Lent 
March 21, 
2021 

Jeremiah 
31:31-34 

Psalm 
51:1-12 
or 
Psalm 

119:9-

16 

Hebrews 
5:5-10 

John 
12:20-33 

Liturgy of the 

Palms 
March 28, 
2021 
Sixth Sunday 

in Lent 

  
Psalm 
118:1-
2, 19-29 

  

Mark 
11:1-11 
or 
John 

12:12-16 
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MUSIC NOTES 
Our FCU Music Ministry folks have already started 
preparing music for Lent and Palm Sunday, both during 
this month of March.  It is our hope that the music not 
only represents the message of the season, but that it 
helps the listeners truly feel immersed in its meaning! 
Most of us in this church family find great joy in singing 
together.  Until we can truly do that again, all in one 
place, we sincerely hope you will find great satisfaction 
in listening to our anthems.  (It’s the best we can do in 
these Zoom times!            ) 
 
Lenten music is the most somber of the liturgical 
year.  Let its beauty also remind us of the hope that is at 
the core of its message! 
 

Please mail your offering to the  

Church Financial Secretary,  

Dinette Myers, 1244 Country Heights Lane,  

West Liberty, IA  52776. 

 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER UPDATE 

World Day of Prayer is March 5, 2021.  What do 
you know about the country of Vanuatu?  Want to 
learn more?  Where is it? How have cyclones, fires, 
Covid, and volcanic activity affected it lately? 
 
Because of Covid-19 concerns this year, we will not 
be having an in-person ecumenical World  Day of 
Prayer service as we usually do.  If you would like 
to learn about the country of Vanuatu, whose 
representatives wrote the service this year, please 
go to the website worlddayofprayer.net and click on 
the tab at the top of the page “Vanuatu 
2021”.  There you will find a synopsis of the 
service, pictures of the country, and an informative 
video which shows the people who wrote the 
service talking about their country and the state of 
things there right now. 
 
If you would like to contribute a monetary donation, 
please mail a check to 475 Riverside Drive, Room 
729, New York,  NY 10115.  Donated money is 
used to positively impact the lives of children with 
special needs and their mothers or caregivers. It 
benefits street children in many countries to give 
them a Christian education, provide shelter, support 
their wellness, and provide job training.  The money 
also is used to help the elderly.  Of course, a small 

amount of funds goes to World Day of Prayer 
expenses.  A more complete list is on the website. 
 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church will hold an in-person 
service next year if Covid-19 is no longer such a 
concern.    Jean Forbes 

 

SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION FOR 

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE CENTER 
is now available.  From Family Camp through High 
School Camp and even Senior Adult Retreat, there is 
something for everyone!  Check out 
www.uppermidwestcc.org/summer-camp for more 
information.  Scholarships are available through the 
Endowment fund.  Contact the church office if you’d 
like to fill out a request.   

 

CAMP WYOMING REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
Scholarships are available through our 

Endowment.  Make your requests now.  Early bird 
deadline is March 15. After that date, camp prices go 
up by $25. Check out camp dates and information at 
https://campwyoming.net/ 

 
 

OFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES 

February 4, 2021 6:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER - 2020 Vice Chair Susan Deahr 

called the meeting to order.  Those present included Jo 

Noble, Margaret Barnhart, Lori Brooke, Karen Nortman, 

Janice Stites, Dean Phelps, Pastor Deb Mann, Treasurer 

Keith Barnhart, and Secretary Katie Thrasher.   

DEVOTION TIME - Glimpses of Hope.  Romans 

15:13 

OPEN IN PRAYER - Pastor Deb 

MOTION FOR 2021 BOARD CHAIR -  Motion to 

nominate Dean Phelps to be the Board Chair 1st Jo, 2nd 

Janice, unanimously approved by the Board.   

MOTION FOR 2021 VICE BOARD CHAIR - Motion 

to nominate Susan Deahr as Vice Chair 1st Lori, 2nd 

Karen, unanimously approved by the Board.   

APPROVAL OF DOCKET - motion to approve docket 

as written 1st Jo, 2nd Margaret, unanimously approved 

by the Board.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - motion to approve 

minutes from the January 7, 2021 meeting 1st Lori, 2nd 

Susan, unanimously approved by the Board.   

TREASURER’S REPORT 

http://worlddayofprayer.net/
http://www.uppermidwestcc.org/summer-camp
https://campwyoming.net/


 Keith reports we received about $8,500 in 

January and spent about $11,300.  Keith moved $3,000 

from savings to checking.  Compared to last year, we 

had moved $6,000 at this time.  Keith paid Ministerial 

Association dues for 2020 in January and will pay 2021 

dues later this year. Quarterly insurance was paid.  Bob 

Miller's Memorial money was given to the Music 

Ministry fund line.  We received quarterly funds from 

the Watters Fund, Christian Foundation and New 

Covenant.   

Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report 1st Jo, 2nd 
Lori, unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

Start of January balance  $530.44 
Receipts                               $11,490.13 
Sub Total                              $12,020.57 
Disbursements                      $11,297.39 
Ending Balance                    $723.18 

          Board Checking                ($3,244.32) 
 

PASTOR’S REPORT January 2021 

Minus the fact that we are not in the church yet, I 

felt it was a very good and hope-filled month. I worked a 

great deal on weekly services with sermon preparation, 

finding lay leaders and collaborating with musicians and 

Syd as we added lyrics to the service. I met with 

regularly scheduled groups via zoom including the 

Ministerial Association, my Disciples cluster group, our 

Church Board and CYG board leaders. In January, I 

worked with Katie and Leon on our Annual Meeting and 

Installation of New Officers, as well as researching 

Marian's previous documents in order to write the 

Pastor's report for year 2020. We also had new member 

Janice Stites join the church, which involved working 

with her and incorporating it into our worship as we 

renewed our baptismal vows. Currently I am working on 

the Lenten season and preparing for Care Circles and 

take home materials for modified Ash Wednesday 

service. Lee Ann and Dinette helped to take down and 

clean up from the Advent season, with assist from Katie. 

Lee Ann and I also worked on finding a new backdrop 

setup. Lee Ann has been very helpful in the store room 

finding posters and taking a few Christmas items to shed. 

She even cleaned up a toilet clog in our women's 

restroom and together, we worked with Katie and 

Liberty Communications to get new cordless phones 

installed. 

Weekly, I reach out to individuals on the phone 

or by text or emails or cards to offer support and 

encouragement and to listen to their needs. I also try to 

lift up those celebrating special occasions and send cards 

to those suffering losses. This past month, I counseled a 

few individuals and connected up with those new to 

worship. In January I met routinely with my Disciples' 

Associate Minister and wrote my article for the January 

newsletter. We also began the "Unafraid: Living With 

Hope and Courage Among Uncertain Times" Bible book 

study. There are 9 participating on zoom, including 

myself and 1 who is doing the book read only (as he is 

unable to make the meetings). Lee Ann has also helped 

to provide technical support to a couple of these women. 

I continue to clean things out in the office and 

have gotten a copy of the bi-laws from Katie, who 

continues to be a great source of guidance for me. I met 

with a family looking for a wedding and hosted their 

questions while giving them a tour. Katie and I worked 

on a new format for our joys and concerns and I have 

reached out to get updates as needed and let individuals 

know we are praying for them. This month, I reached out 

to our Christian Education director, talked with Pam 

about food pantry needs and met with individuals who 

stopped by the office or donated items. I continue to 

field calls during office hours and talk with assisting 

individuals. This week, we were able to fill another 

community need through Aquarius Club and donations 

from several. 

In January, (with the help of God) I was 

successful in reaching out to the Presbytery after trying 

numerous avenues. I attended a 4.25 hour meeting via 

zoom and signed up for e-newsletters. I introduced 

myself to the Slate Leader and connected up with my 

contact person. I have been reading both Disciples and 

Presbytery newsletters and passing on info as needed. I 

offered support and prayers on behalf of the church to 2 

clergy members struggling with Covid concerns. On a 

personal note, I was blessed to be able to attend the 

funeral for my friend's husband via zoom. Thank you for 

the honor of serving this church. 

Pastor Deb Mann 

 



ONGOING BUSINESS:  
1. Manse  

a. Manse roof - Blaine 
b. Manse railing – Dillon Brooke 
c. Door handle in garage - Jim Kiwala is working on 

it. 
d. Extra dirt around Manse east side- Bob Dewar will 

do this in the spring. 
e. Toilet seat - Lori is working on it.   
f. Porch Railings- Jim Kiwala  
g. Filter in the basement by the back door needs to 

be replaced.  Darren Brooke will replace it soon.   
h. Gasket needs to be replaced in the basement toilet 

- Darren Brooke 
2. Building Use – Will revisit the use of the church at the 

March Board meeting. 
3. Needs Assessment – Board divides the bequest 3 

ways.  1)Mission/Ministry 2) Immediate Maintenance  
3) Future Maintenance.   

Suggestions gathered so far: Names behind suggestions 
are who is going to look into costs associated with the 
project.   
Immediate Maintenance   

A. Consider installing a carport/canopy outside the 
main entrance - Susan D. has drawings of possible 
carport/canopy.   

B. Consider improving the handicap parking area and 
replacing the bad patches of concrete in the 
parking lot.  – The area by the dumpster and 
basketball hoop has been fixed.   

C. Consider maintenance of the roof, sanctuary wall, 
kitchen leak. - 1) fixes spots on roof 2) replacing 
roof 3) Carport/Canopy 4) Awning for 6 doors.  
Leon talked with an engineer recently.  They 
weren’t able to go onto the roof due to snow.  He 
will come back once snow is gone.  The engineer 
also looked at the Sanctuary walls and explained 
what we see (white deposits, moisture) isn’t 
damaging the walls structurally.  Once the roof is 
fixed, the walls will dry out and the calcium 
deposits can be removed.    

D. Consider burying outside downspouts.- tabled 
E. Consider replacing the pew seat cushions.- tabled 
F. Consider replacing the doors between sanctuary 

and fellowship hall – tabled till further notice as 
the Board decided current doors work well.   

G. Railing for Manse front steps- will be able to be 
completed once the sidewalk/steps are raised.   

 

Mission/Ministry  
H. Consider finding an emergency stay 

option/building a small home or purchasing a 

trailer/consider separate accommodations within 
the church for emergency housing needs.   

I. Consider local and worldly mission outreach 
including both denominations church camps 

J. Consider assisting community with laundry needs  
K. Consider offering classes to those in the 

community to help with budgeting and other life 
skills.  Offer support to families and those in need 
in our community. 

  
Future Maintenance. 

L. Consider needs the manse may have such as 
AC/furnace, carpet, windows, shower in master 
bathroom and other plumbing structures. - Pastor 
Marian says the surround and door of the manse 
shower could be replaced at some point.  The 
toilet in the basement leaks as well.   

M. Consider cleaning or replacing the pew seat 
cushions. - Holly 

N. Consider saving funds for future furnace 
replacement needs.  Put in future maintenance of 
the church fund.- Report that Keith included in 
Treasurer's report averages $10,000/year. 

 

TRUSTEE WORK TO BE DONE 
1. Church soffits need to be refilled with foam - 

tabled 
2. Install new or replace batteries in old smoke 

detectors throughout church – Blaine 
3. Women’s toilet needs new innards and family 

restroom needs more water in the tank - Darren 
Brooke 

4.  Basketball hoop needs to be straightened and 
enforced.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Suggestion from congregant to have a dedicated 

greeter team - Janice, Margaret and Pastor Deb 
will work together to organize and plan this team.   

2. Archive blueprints and papers in the office - Jo 
and Marilyn Ruegsegger have recently gone 
through important documents including 
blueprints of the manse and the church.  Marilyn, 
Jo, Karen and Katie will go through the 
documents, make copies if needed and put them 
in the lockbox or archives at the library.  One set 
of blueprints will stay at the church for use when 
we are working on the roof repairs. The group 
mentioned will meet Thursday, Feb. 11 at 1:00 
p.m. 

3. Board member committee liaison selection 
a. Memorial Committee - Jo Noble 
b. Trustees - Lori Brooke 



c. Endowment - Susan Deahr 
d. Personnel - Susan Deahr 
e. Christian Ed - Margaret Barnhart 

Will finalize the list at the next Board 
meeting.   

 
ADJOURNMENT motion to adjourn 1st Lori, 2nd 
Janice, unanimously approved by the Board.   
CLOSING PRAYER 
NEXT MEETING  March 4, 2021 at 6:30pm 
 

    

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

4 Rich Hambright 
9 Kinsley Dean Probst 
31 Yvonne Gardenier 

3 Travis & Breona Maurer 
21 Jeremiah & Kristin Smith 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


