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From the heart of Pastor Deb . . .  

 

For too many months our hearts and minds have 
been focused on what we are missing with the 
continuing issues of Covid. We're frustrated and 
worn out. Turning our minds toward Christ, we 
cry out when will this end? We want our lives 
back. While we may not have those answers yet, 
we do have HOPE and PRAYER. "Our soul 

waits for the LORD; he is our help and shield. 

Our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his 

holy name. Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be 

upon us, as we hope in you." Psalm 33:20-22  

 
Beloved family, what we also have is LOVE, 
Persistence and Gifts to share. In thinking about 
what sustains us, we have probably all heard the 
phrase 'Do small things with great love".  We 
need to love and be loved. That is a basic 
necessity beyond supplying the body with food 
and shelter. So how do we communicate that 
great love while in isolation, knowing that we 
are a church of action and interaction?  
 
This Lenten season, we will have an opportunity 
to communicate that great love to one another. 
As our Bible book study draws to a close on 
Feb. 10th, I have heard from participants that it 
has been good to be connected and they enjoy 
having something to look forward to. On Sunday 
mornings, I love to watch our faces eagerly 
searching out the congregation to get a glimpse 
of one another and to feel that 'shared love' in 
worship. Zoom has opened my eyes to a whole 
new world of possibilities. With God's help (and 
other techies like Lee Ann), I believe we can 
connect up even more. After Ash Wednesday, I 
would like to begin Care circles. These are 

 
 
 
 
 
 
relatively small groups, preferably under 8-10 
members, who meet weekly using Zoom and 
phones to care for one another. Maybe it is a 
retired ladies or men's group or veterans, maybe 
it is working mothers or dads or maybe it is a 
group that would like to knit, do a craft project 
or sing or play an instrument together. It could 
be made up of Sunday School classes or other 
church groups including those new to the church 
or community, or something fun for the kids. 
These are only possible suggestions as we want 
God to guide us, keeping Jesus in the center of 
our circles. Please think and pray on it. 
Sacrificially, we would be setting aside 
approximately 1 hour each week to come 
together outside of worship to share in laughter, 
fun, stories, heartache, worries, whatever God 
lays on our hearts. We will need volunteers to 
host zoom sessions, letting participants into the 
gathering. Those without internet capabilities 
should still be able to call into the circle. If you 
would be interested in hosting, please let myself 
or Katie know through the church office or my 
contact information. I pray this will be a hope-
filled Lenten season to remind us of Jesus and 
His personal sacrifice of time and commitment 
as we renew and strengthen our own faith and 
community. May our Care circles provide the 
genuine love of Christ as we receive and give 
love away. Look for more details to come in the 
next few weeks. 
 
'Loving one another as Christ loves us' 
Pastor Deb 
 

 
 

 



CHURCH RECORD 

January 2021 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

By Zoom 

January 3 $1,375 44 

January 10 $2,215 46 

January 17 $3,500 45 

January 24 $1,175 44 

January 31 NA 50 

 

FEBRUARY LECTIONARY 

Advent 

Year B 

First 

reading 
Psalm 

Second 

reading 
Gospel 

Fifth Sunday 

after the 

Epiphany 
February 7, 
2021 

Isaiah 40:21-
31 

Psalm 
147:1-
11, 20c 

1 
Corinthians 
9:16-23 

Mark 1:29-
39 

Transfiguration 

Sunday 
February 14, 
2021 
(Last Sunday 

before Lent) 

2 Kings 2:1-
12 

Psalm 
50:1-6 

2 
Corinthians 
4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

Ash 

Wednesday 
February 17, 
2021 

Joel 2:1-2, 
12-17 
or 
Isaiah 58:1-

12 

Psalm 
51:1-17 

2 
Corinthians 
5:20b-6:10 

Matthew 
6:1-6, 16-
21 

First Sunday in 

Lent 
February 21, 
2021 

Genesis 9:8-
17 

Psalm 
25:1-10 

1 Peter 
3:18-22 

Mark 1:9-
15 

Second Sunday 

in Lent 
February 28, 
2021 

Genesis 17:1-
7, 15-16 

Psalm 
22:23-31 

Romans 
4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-
38 
or 
Mark 9:2-9 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
Happy February!  Thanks to several willing 

musicians, our Zoom services are including more music 
than we first thought possible.  Singers are putting some 
familiar anthems to good use, having only Sunday 
mornings before church to prepare them!  And a 
donation made it possible to have more microphones, 
keeping everyone safely distanced.  Those examples of 
taking care of each other just keep shining through!  And 
our Music Ministry keeps humming along!! 

 
 
 

LENTEN / VALENTINE BAGS AVAILABLE  

FOR PICK UP 

Pastor Deb and Katie are putting together bags 
with Valentine and Lenten materials in them, both for 
adults and children. 

Please let the church office know how many 
adults and the number and age of children in your 
immediate family by Tuesday, Feb. 9th so that we can 
have them tagged and at the church door ready for pick 
up after Feb. 10th. You can come anytime during regular 
church hours, M- F : 9:00-1:00 pm or 4:15-6:00. If you 
are not able to get out, please call the church office at 
319-627-2989 and we will make arrangements to get 
your bag safely to you. We pray these materials will 
bring you some Light, Love and Hope this Lenten 
season.  

 

Please mail your offering to the  

Church Financial Secretary,  

Dinette Myers, 1244 Country Heights Lane,  

West Liberty, IA  52776. 

 

SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION FOR 

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE CENTER 
is now available.  From Family Camp through High 
School Camp and even Senior Adult Retreat, there is 
something for everyone!  Check out 
www.uppermidwestcc.org/summer-camp for more 
information.  Scholarships are available through the 
Endowment fund.  Contact the church office if you’d 
like to fill out a request.   

 

CAMP WYOMING REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
Scholarships are available through our 

Endowment.  Make your requests now.  Early bird 
deadline is March 15. After that date, camp prices go 
up by $25. Check out camp dates and information at 
https://campwyoming.net/ 

 
WEEK OF COMPASSION/ONE GREAT HOUR 

OF SHARING 
 It has been our tradition to receive a special 
offering for Week of Compassion/One Great Hour of 
Sharing each year.  Week of Compassion and One 
Great Hour of Sharing both provide teams to assist 
after disasters occur.  They have ready- made teams of 
trained volunteers and supplies to employ 
immediately.  Whenever there is a flood, tornado, 
hurricane, fire, you can be assured they have hit the 
ground.  They also fund projects to help those living 
in poverty improve their standard of living.  Our 
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support ensures that this good work continues.  The 
need is great.  Plan to prayerfully give as generously 
as you can the week of February 21-28.   

 

OFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES 

January 7, 2021 6:30 p.m.by Zoom 

CALL TO ORDER - Leon Larson, Board Chair 2020, 

welcomes current and next year's Board members.  

Those present were Jo Noble, Dean Phelps, Margaret 

Barnhart, Lori Brooke, Karen Nortman, Blaine Kelly, 

Susan Deahr, Vince Ottaway, Holly Gingerich, Pastor 

Deb Mann, Treasurer Keith Barnhart, Secretary Katie 

Thrasher.   

DEVOTION TIME - Pastor Deb asked the Board for a 

moment of prayerful silence for our country.   

OPEN IN PRAYER - Pastor Deb 

APPROVAL OF DOCKET - motion to approve docket 

1st Karen, 2nd Blaine, unanimously approved by the 

Board.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - motion to approve 

minutes from December 3, 2020 1st Blaine, 2nd Dean, 

unanimously approved by the Board.   

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 Keith reports he moved $9,000 to Savings from 

the Checking account so at the end of 2020 the total 

amount from Savings used totaled $8,000.  All bills are 

paid.  Direct deposit wasn’t successful at WLSB so we 
are now using MidWestOne Bank for that account.  

Keith and Dinette Myers agreed to start the account with 

$1,000 so that amount was moved from the Irey Funds 

into the new Direct Deposit account.   

We received about 70% of the budgeted contributions,  

only 83.7% of the pledges came in,  we spent about 78% 

of the budget in 2020.   

Move to approve Treasurer’s report 1st Vince, 2nd Susan.   

 

Start of December balance  $4,874.29 
Receipts                               $21,356.64 
Sub Total                              $26,230.93 
Disbursements                      $25,700.49 
Ending Balance                    $530.44 

          Board Checking                ($9,220.06) 
 

 Annual Housekeeping items 

1.  Select person to be second name on Checking 

and Money Market Accounts at WLSB (normally 

Chairman or Vice Chairman). (Currently Joe Myers 

and Susan Deahr).  Board agrees Joe and Susan 

will continue to be listed for 2021. 

2.  Send list of Board Members who will have 

access to Lock Box (#119) to WLSB. Current listed 

are: Mary Larson, Joe Myers, Lori Brooke, Vince 

Ottaway, Rob Miller, Wayne Noring, Keith Barnhart. 

Two people are required to be present to enter lock 

box. Board agrees those who are currently listed 

will continue to be listed for 2021.   

3.  Recommend Annual inventory of Lock Box 

(#119). Board agrees that since an annual 

inventory was performed in 2020 by Lori Brooke 

and Wayne Noring and nothing was added after 

the inventory, no further action is needed in 2021.   

4.  Request Motion to let Treasurer transfer funds 

between Checking and Money Market accounts as 

needed to keep positive balance in checking account. 

5.  Request Motion to authorize payment of routine 

and budgeted bills at discretion of Treasurer. (Allows 

Treasurer to pay routine bills OR delay payment for 

a short time if funds in account are low) 

6.  Request the Board select two people to audit 

Treasurer’s Books.  Suggest Joe Myers (professional 

accountant) and one Official Board Member. Board 

asks Holly Gingerich to audit the Treasurer’s 
books with Joe Myers in 2021.   

7.  Request Motion to designate Dollar Amount of 

Pastor’s Salary as Housing Allowance. 
(Recommended by both denominations for Tax 

purposes) Has been $2000.00. 

8.  Board needs to vote on Presbyterian “Shared 
Mission Support - Percentage Formula”. 
Recommended division is: General Assembly $8.98, 

Synod $5.40, Presbytery $23.65. Per Capita 

Apportionment: 75 Members,  Total per member 

$38.03, Grand total $2852.25. 

Motion to approve lines 4, 5, 7 & 8 1st Dean, 2nd 

Blaine, unanimously approved by the Board.   



*Reminder to please use the “PAYMENT REQUEST 

OR BILL SUBMITTED” sheet when asking for 
payment from Treasurer. THANKS! 

Keith discussed adjustments being made to the 2021 

budget.   

 

MOTION FOR 2021 BOARD CHAIR – Dean Phelps 

volunteers.   

MOTION FOR 2021 VICE BOARD CHAIR - Susan 

Deahr volunteers.   

 

PASTOR’S REPORT December 2020 

Since beginning as interim pastor on Nov 29, my 
days have been pretty full (despite covid restrictions). 
Much of my time has been spent getting to know the 
church community through drop in visits at the church or 
through zoom or phone calls. I have reached out to shut-
ins and prayer concerns on a regular basis and have sent 
several cards. I have also met with individuals working 
with the food pantry, people dropping off items, 
counselors working within the building, custodial and 
maintenance services, applicants for Christmas boxes 
and those working on them. I have spoken with those 
needing financial assistance directing them to either 
Katie or Jacque from Salvation Army. I met with Todd 
about the windows and Janice about membership via 
zoom. Tim from the Index came and interviewed me. I 
worked with Theresa as well from the paper about 
advertising services over the holiday. My office at the 
church is beginning to take shape as I have been cleaning 
and sorting through materials for possible use. Katie has 
been very helpful to address my countless questions, 
guide me in the workings of the church and where to 
find things. I met with Liberty Communications and 
received a bid for new phones. After discussions with 
Katie and Keith we felt it made better sense to purchase 
a new set of phones (which included 3 cordless handsets) 

Weekly I have worked with the musicians and 
Katie and the lay leader to plan the zoom worship 
service. I added a Midweek 'Pause' zoom service until 
the week before Christmas and then a Christmas Eve 
zoom service. Beginning Wed. Jan 6th, we will add a 
Bible book study entitled: Unafraid: Living with 
Courage and Hope amidst Uncertain Times by Adam 
Hamilton. I have been talking on the phone to recruit 
individuals for the study and working with Katie and 
Keith to get materials ordered. Lee Ann has also assisted 
with advent decorating, service set up, computer help as 
well as painting most of the manse and doing a few of 

the repairs. Lorie and Darren came over and put up a 
new ceiling fan and addressed other items on the repair 
list.  They will need some new parts to fix other items.  

This past month I also submitted my article for 
the January newsletter and met with CYG members and 
the community ministerial association by zoom. Disciple 
connections were made through weekly check-ins with 
our Associate Regional Minister, Liz Woodward and a 
monthly zoom meeting with my cluster group of 
Disciple colleagues in this area. I have also been trying 
to keep up with Disciples regional news and signed up 
for Presbytery newsletter. I reached out to the Presbytery 
multiple times but received no response. I will contact 
Marian to see if she can provide someone that will 
respond to my phone messages.  
Sometime in January or February, I would like to take a 
personal retreat for a few days so that I can do Lenten 
planning. Motion to approve 1st Lori, 2nd Dean, 

unanimously approved by the Board.   

-Vacation request for June- Pastor Deb requests a 

vacation in June that would include 1 Sunday.  

Motion to approve with dates to be shared when they 

are figured out 1st Margaret, 2nd Lori, unanimously 

approved by the Board.   

 

ONGOING BUSINESS:  
1. Replacing hallway and classroom lights with LED or 

Electronic ballasts. Mike Kessler will come to 

replace lights with LED or Electronic ballasts as 

soon as he is able.   
2. Direct Deposit – done 
3. Manse roof- Blaine 

a. Manse railing - Blaine will drop off steel roof 

samples for Holly, Karen and Jo to choose 

from.  After that Blaine will let the roofers 

know and they can begin.   
b. Manse shower - done 
c. Manse fan - done 
d. Door handle in garage - Jim Kiwala is working 

on it. 
e. Extra dirt around Manse east side  - Bob Dewar 

will do this in the spring 
f. Shower head - done 
g. Toilet seat - Lori is working on it.   
h. Porch Railings- Jim Kiwala tightened some and 

will work on it more in the spring.   
i. Lori capped the water heater so it won’t leak 

again.   

j. Filter in the basement by the back door needs 

to be replaced.  Darren will replace it soon.   



k. Gasket needs to be replaced in the basement 

toilet.  Darren is working on that.   

4. Building Use – a. inquiry for church use May 29th for 
a wedding.  The church they would have used was 
damaged in the Derecho and won’t be repaired in 
time.  Would be conducted by their own officiant.  
Motion to allow use of the Sanctuary if the party 

agrees to follow the building and church rules set 

forth in our Building Use Policy, consult with the 

Pastor, follow the CDC guidelines that are in place 

at the time, and ask for the wedding party to have 

a support person that will assure CDC rules are 

followed.  The wedding party may use their own 

Pastor to perform the ceremony 1st Lori, 2nd 

Susan, unanimously approved by the Board.   
b. CYG would like to begin using the church - tabled 
c. Seventh Day Adventists have asked if they would 
be able to use the church again on Saturdays.- tabled 

5. Needs Assessment – Board divides the bequest 3 
ways. 1) Mission/Ministry 2) Immediate Maintenance  
3) Future Maintenance.   

Suggestions gathered so far:  
Immediate Maintenance   

A. Consider installing a carport/canopy outside the 
main entrance - Susan D. has drawings of possible 
carport/canopy.   

B. Consider improving the handicap parking area and 
replacing the bad patches of concrete in the 
parking lot.  – The area by the dumpster and 
basketball hoop has been fixed.   

C. Consider maintenance of the roof, sanctuary wall, 
kitchen leak. - 1) fixes spots on roof 2) replacing 
roof 3) Carport/Canopy.  Leon talked with an 

engineer recently.  They weren’t able to go onto 
the roof due to snow.  He will come back once 

snow is gone.  The engineer also looked at the 

Sanctuary walls and explained what we see 

(white deposits, moisture) isn’t damaging the 
walls structurally.  Once the roof is fixed, the 

walls will dry out and the calcium deposits can 

be removed.    
D. Consider burying outside downspouts- tabled 
E. Consider replacing the pew seat cushions- tabled 
F. Consider replacing the doors between sanctuary 

and fellowship hall – tabled till further notice as 
the Board decided current doors work well.   

G. Railing for Manse front steps- will be able to be 
completed once the sidewalk/steps are raised.   

 

Mission/Ministry  
H. Consider finding an emergency stay 

option/building a small home or purchasing a 

trailer/consider separate accommodations within 
the church for emergency housing needs.   

I. Consider local and worldly mission outreach 
including both denominations church camps 

J. Consider assisting community with laundry needs  
K. Consider offering classes to those in the 

community to help with budgeting and other life 
skills.  Offer support to families and those in need 
in our community. 

  
Future Maintenance. 

L. Consider replacing the outside water faucet/hose 
hookups – done  

M. Consider needs the manse may have such as 
AC/furnace, carpet, windows, shower in master 
bathroom and other plumbing structures. - Pastor 
Marian says the surround and door of the manse 
shower could be replaced at some point.  The 
toilet in the basement leaks as well.   

N. Consider cleaning or replacing the pew seat 
cushions.  

O. Consider saving funds for future furnace 
replacement needs.  Put in future maintenance of 
the church fund.- Report that Keith included in 
Treasurer's report averages $10,000/year. 

 

Trustee Work to be done 
1. Church soffits need to be refilled with foam - 

tabled 
2. Install new or replace batteries in old smoke 

detectors throughout church – Blaine 
3. Chair in Sanctuary - done 
4. New light diffuser in Pastor’s office - done 
5. Women’s toilet needs new innards and family 

restroom needs more water in the tank - Darren 
will check on it soon.   
Board thanks Bob Dewar, Darren, Lori, and Dillon 
Brooke for their work.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Basketball hoop damaged - tabled 
2. Board member committee liaison selection - 
Katie will email the Board a list to choose from.   
3. Annual meeting - date has been announced from 
the pulpit and by enews for a number of weeks.   The 
report will be done and sent out to the congregation a 
few days before the meeting.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
PRAYER CONCERNS SHARED 
CLOSING PRAYER 
NEXT MEETING  February 4, 2021 at 6:30pm 
 



Katie emailed the Board Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021 with a 
request to use the church for a wedding.  Board 
responded with majority vote to not allow the use of the 
church due to number of guests totaling 150-175.   
 
Katie emailed the Board Jan. 21, 2021 with a request 
from the Salvation Army to use the church for an event.  
Board responded with majority vote to not allow the use 
of the church at this time.   
 
Katie emailed the Board Jan. 21, 2021 with a question if 
the Blood Drive that is scheduled to be held on Feb. 8th 
could be inside the church. The Board responded with 
majority vote to not allow the Blood Drive use of the 
inside of the church at this time.  
 

    

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Jeni Laughlin 
9 Lindsey Laughlin 
12 Marjory Melick 
12 Melissa Barnhart 
12 Elliot Wieland 

13 Tana Deahr 
14 Joe Myers 

16 Gloria Smith 
17 Jessica Kober 
19 Pat Gingerich 

20 Chance Thrasher 
22 Lee Ann Maas 

23 Joe Lehman 
25 Norma Brooks 
25 Doug Phelps 
25 BJ Newcomb 

25 Aniston Murphy 
27 Tom Lehman 

27 Jacob Henderson 
 

14th Roger & Dee Johnson 


