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Greetings new church family, 

It is my honor and privilege to serve as your 

interim pastor. Already Lee Ann and I feel so welcomed 

and encouraged to share in ministry with all of you. This 

past week we moved into the wonderful manse and 

already it is beginning to feel like home. Even though 

times are challenging right now with us not getting to 

worship together physically, we have witnessed 

something very special about First Church United. God's 

presence of light and love, hospitality and generosity still 

shine through the many acts of kindness we have felt and 

heard. As we begin this new journey together, I pray that 

our faith will be stretched and renewed in a very special 

way this holy season. We are a blessed people of an 

Amazing, Compassionate, Faithful Savior who does not 

abandon us. God is Ever Present and will continue to be 

with us every step of the way. Already, I feel the 

excitement of hope and possibilities in the air.  

Advent is such a joyous season, although it may 

look a bit different this year. Since we are not meeting in 

person right now, we would like to offer an additional 

midweek time of reflection beginning Wednesday, Dec. 

2nd at 6:30pm. Katie will send out the Zoom link, just as 

we do for Sunday service. It will be a quieter short 

service of devotion, music and prayer to help us recharge 

our souls and reflect on the Joy within. I pray you will 

set aside this special time to join with us. May our 

Gracious and Loving Savior ever be present in our lives 

and ministry as we go forth together where God leads. 

We look forward to getting to know our new 'family' in 

creative and safe ways. Blessings to each of you and 

your loved ones and may God bless our holidays with 

Peace, Love and Laughter. Be safe. Be well.  

Love, Pastor Deb  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Deb will hold office hours 9am-1pm 
Mon-Fri.  Please feel free to call her at   

(309) 712-1129 for Pastoral care or church 
related issues.    

 
 
 

CHURCH RECORD 

November 2020 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND  
By Zoom  

November 1 $2,280 27 

November 8 $1,550 28 

November 15 $2,070 34 

November 22 $550 38 

November 29 $570 37 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DECEMBER LECTIONARY 

Advent 
Year B 

First 
reading 

Psalm 
Second 
reading 

Gospel 

First 
Sunday of 
Advent 
November 
29, 2020 

Isaiah 
64:1-9 

Psalm 
80:1-7, 
17-19 

1 Corinthians 
1:3-9 

Mark 
13:24-
37 

Second 
Sunday of 
Advent 
December 6, 
2020 

Isaiah 
40:1-11 

Psalm 
85:1-2, 
8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-
15a  

Mark 
1:1-8 

Third 
Sunday of 
Advent 
December 
13, 2020 

Isaiah 
61:1-4, 
8-11 

Psalm 
126 
or 
Luke 

1:46b-

55 

1 
Thessalonians 
5:16-24  

John 
1:6-8, 
19-28  

Fourth 
Sunday of 
Advent 
December 
20, 2020 

2 
Samuel 
7:1-11, 
16 

Luke 
1:46b-
55 
or 
Psalm 

89:1-4, 

19-26  

Romans 
16:25-27  

Luke 
1:26-38 

First 
Sunday 
after 
Christmas 
Day 
December 
27, 2020 

Isaiah 
61:10-
62:3 

Psalm 
148 

Galatians 4:4-
7 

Luke 
2:22-40 

 
MUSIC NOTES 

This might be one of the biggest 

disappointments of all.  We should have been 

practicing Christmas music for over a month by now!  

And those traditional Christmas services - how can 

that be replaced?  But they will have to be. 

Rest assured, there will be Christmas music.  It 

just won't be the same.  But it will be the best it can 

be, for this year.  And oh what a joyful return it will be 

when we can do our traditions up right again! 

Please pay particular attention to the Opinion 

Poll below! 

 

TRIVIA QUESTIONS  (Answers below.  No peeking!) 

1a.  How many times has our choir presented 

Handel's "Christmas Messiah?" 

1b.  What year(s)? 

 

2.  What tradition, that continues to this day, did 

former Pastor Ralph Farmer help to develop, starting 

in 1982? 

 

OPINION POLL 

If we have a very small group of singers spaced 

around the sanctuary to sing some Christmas music 

this Advent season, would you be willing to 

participate?  (Social distancing and other protocol 

will be observed!) 

 

Note:  Following the email about this idea that you 

received recently, Susie is keeping a list of responses.  

Please call, text, or email her with your reply!  (cell: 

319-330-1392;  susanl4ia@gmail.com or 

thomasl@lcom.net ) 

 

ANSWERS 

1a.  Twice 

1b.  1974 and 2012 

 

2.  In 1982, our Chancel Choir prepared a set of 

Advent/Christmas anthems for one December 

service.  Pastor Farmer, a strong supporter of our 

music, wrote a narrative with scripture to tie in the 

theme and the anthems.  That tradition has continued 

through the support of subsequent pastors, Al 

Zimmerman and Marian Hart.  (This is the first year 

since 1982 that the tradition will not happen in the 

same way as in the past.  But We'll Be Back!  And stay 

tuned for details about a possible variation on that 

theme!) 

 

Please mail your offering to the  

Church Financial Secretary,  

Dinette Myers, 1244 Country Heights Lane,  

West Liberty, IA  52776. 

 

Midweek Reflection by Zoom 

Please join us Wednesday evenings at 6:30 during 
Advent for a quieter, short service of devotion, music, 
and prayer to help us recharge our souls and reflect on 

the Joy within.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89498367129 

Meeting ID: 894 9836 7129 
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OFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES 

November 5, 2020 6:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER by Board Vice Chair Susan Deahr.  

Those in attendance were Gary Hahn, Vince Ottaway, 

Margaret Barnhart, Jo Noble, Holly Gingerich, Leon 

Larson, Blaine Kelly, Lori Brooke, Treasurer Keith 

Barnhart, and Secretary Katie Thrasher.   

APPROVAL OF DOCKET approved as written 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES motion to approve 1st 

Vince, 2nd Gary, unanimously approved by the Board. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 Keith reports Blaine donated what he was paid to 

install the air purification systems back to the church, 

totaling $2,750.  Thank you Blaine! Keith paid the tree 

removal bill of $1,700 out of the Irey funds.  Leon and 

Mary Larson donated the funds to cover the cost of the 

new computer totaling $1,208.39.  Keith paid the Marv’s 
Glass of $1,158.89 bill for the work done recently to fix 

the locks on the church doors and glass window in the 

kitchen, this will be taken out of the future maintenance 

of the church funds. Donations of $220 for recent 

MADCAP presenter Bridgette Williams was sent.  Keith 

transferred $6,000 from Savings to Checking.  He will 

pay the quarterly insurance of $1,500 soon.  

Contributions in early November were $3,000 so some 

of that taken from savings might be able to be paid back 

soon.  Keith received the 4th quarter Watter’s Fund 
distribution totaling $1,200.   

Move to approve Treasurer’s report 1st Jo, 2nd 
Vince unanimously approved by the Board.  Keith is 

talking with our Interim Pastor, Deb Mann, to arrange 

for the appropriate payroll forms to be filled out.   

  

Start of October balance  $1,775.46 

 Receipts   $17,133.78 

 Sub Total   $18,909.24 

 Disbursements   $16,647.59 

 Ending Balance  $2,261.65 

  Board Checking 

 ($15,198.01) 

 

ONGOING BUSINESS:  
1. Replacing hallway and classroom lights with LED or 

Electronic ballasts.  -Tabled 
2. Direct Deposit –Should be operational soon.   

3. Manse roof- Lori will get estimates from both 
Dillon Brooke and Ken Morrison for a steel roof 
with timeline for completion.    

4. Interim Pastor Search committee – Deb Mann has 
been hired to be the full-time Interim Pastor.  She 
will be pulpit supply Nov. 22 and begin full-time 
Nov. 29.  She and her partner, Lee Ann, will live 
in the Manse.   

5. Building Use  
A. Quilt club – 3rd Thursday of the month 
12-2:30 
B.  Salvation Army – Mon 10:30-1:00, 
Thurs 4:00-6:00 beginning on November 12th 

with an open house from 4-5p.m. – will use the 
old kitchen for meetings with 
families/individuals. 
C.  Mobile Clinic – Nov. 22th 12:30-2:30 
D. Lifeline screening – March 2021.  
Would like to use the FH one day for 
community health screening.  They would 
follow current guidelines and allow 10-15 
people in at a time.  Motion to allow Lifeline 
Screening to use the Fellowship Hall in 
March of 2021 for a usage fee of $150 1st 
Margaret, 2nd Vince, Board votes 1 no, 7 
yes.  Motion carries.  Board asks for 
everyone who uses the church to wipe off all 
surfaces used, follow social distancing rules, 
use masks, and follow CDC guidelines.   

6. Website and Facebook update - no new additions.    
7. Shade trees for Russ & Christine Newcomb 

memorial update – Trees have been removed.  
There is some poison ivy around one of the 
stumps.  Katie will check with Susie if there is an 
update on plans for the new trees.   

8. Needs Assessment – Board divides the bequest 3 
ways.  1)Mission/Ministry 2) Immediate Maintenance  
3) Future Maintenance.   

Suggestions gathered so far: Names behind suggestions 
are who is going to look into costs associated with the 
project.   
Immediate Maintenance   

A. Consider installing a carport/canopy outside the 
main entrance - Susan D. has drawings of possible 
carport/canopy.   

B. Consider improving the handicap parking area and 
replacing the bad patches of concrete in the 
parking lot.  – Jo reports the old concrete is out 
and new concrete will be poured Saturday.   

C. Consider maintenance of the roof, kitchen leak. - 
1) fixes spots on roof 2) replacing roof 3) 
Carport/Canopy  Blaine will call an engineer.  



D. Consider burying outside downspouts.- Lori  
E. Consider replacing the pew seat cushions.- Holly 
F. Consider replacing the doors between sanctuary 

and fellowship hall - Board states that the doors 
were easy to open recently so this will be tabled 
so other issues can be addressed.   

 

Mission/Ministry  
G. Consider finding an emergency stay 

option/building a small home or purchasing a 
trailer/consider separate accommodations within 
the church for emergency housing needs.   

H. Consider local and worldly mission outreach 
including both denominations church camps 

I. Consider assisting community with laundry needs  
J. Consider offering classes to those in the 

community to help with budgeting and other life 
skills.  Offer support to families and those in need 
in our community. 

  
Future Maintenance. 

K. Consider replacing the outside water faucet/hose 
hookups – Leon   

L. Consider needs the manse may have such as 
AC/furnace, carpet, windows, shower in master 
bathroom and other plumbing structures. - Pastor 
Marian says the surround and door of the 
manse shower could be replaced at some point.  
The toilet in the basement leaks but might be 
due to the shower. Other items reported by 
Pastor Marian as they moved: leak in the 
ceiling, hairline crack under the windows in the 
big room in the basement, the church should 
consider painting the walls.  Deb and Lee Ann 
ask the Board if they can paint the walls if the 
church buys the paint.  Board asks that neutral 
colors be used.  November 9th Gary, Jo, Holly 
and Katie will do a walk-through of the manse.  
The carpets have been cleaned.   

M. Consider cleaning or replacing the pew seat 
cushions. - Holly 

N. Consider saving funds for future furnace 
replacement needs.  Put in future maintenance of 
the church fund.- Report that Keith included in 
Treasurer's report averages $10,000/year. 

 

Trustee Work to be done 
1. Church soffits need to be refilled with foam - Lori 

reports there is only one part left to fill.    
2. Install new or replace batteries in old smoke 

detectors throughout church – Blaine has them 
and will install them when time allows.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Sanctuary Wall - Board looked at the 

Sanctuary wall for water damage.   
2. Railing for Manse front steps - Dillon Brooke 

will send a picture of something he’s done 
before for the Board to consider.   

3. Non-contact thermometer - Board decided not 
to purchase a thermometer at this time but 
ask that everyone who attends church take 
their temperature before coming and if you 
don’t feel good, please stay home.   

4. Health Department - Margaret will get the 
name of someone to contact at the Health 
Department for use to call so they can come 
in to see if we are reopening the church 
correctly.    

 
ADJOURNMENT motion to adjourn 1st Vince, 2nd 
Gary, unanimously approved by the Board.   
PRAYER CONCERNS SHARED 
NEXT MEETING December 3, 2020 at 6:30pm 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
7 Arnie & Marian Hart 

13 Deepak & Amrita Giri 
 

1 Susan Lehman 
3 Carolyn Benge 
4 Kelly Waters 
4 Ron Jacobs 

5 Brenda Miller 
6 Ken Minor 

6 Andy Moreland 
7 Roger Benge 

7 Breona Maurer 
9 Jessica Kelly  

10 Louise McCoy 
11 Jackson Gingerich 

11 Jan McCrabb 
11 Jude Woodburn 

12 Margaret Barnhart 
 

13 Kyle Jacobs 
13 Gina Skubal 

14 Roger Johnson 
14 Dee Johnson 

17 Payton Murphy 
17 Meredith Parizek 

20 Wade Deahr 
21 Zachary Newcomb 

21 Mike Deahr 
23 Dillon Brooke 

23 Jonathan Wieland 
25 Deepak Giri 

30 Marianne Phelps 
30 Mary Kay Morrison 

31 Bruce Benge 
31 Dinette Myers 
31 Roberta Baker 

 


