
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ:  please read the June 
pastor’s report before you read this.  Rather than an 
article this month, I decided to share this story I wrote a 
few years ago.  One of the things I’ve wanted to do for a 
while is write a book.  That will be one of the things to 
be done after Nov. 1.  The story is based on true life and 
some of the names have been changed to protect the 
innocent (or guilty).  Grace is a composite of two real 
women and my imagination. 
 
   Herd of Cats 
 
  One Saturday evening, I was on my way to pay 
what would probably be one of my last pastoral visits to 
Grace.  As I approached her old farmhouse, I saw her 
tiny frame bundled up in blankets, surrounded by 
pillows, resting in one of the porch rockers.  Tears 
welled up as I gratefully realized once again the gift 
Grace had been to me over the past dozen years. 
 On one of the first Sundays after arriving to serve 
in our church, I asked if there were any other 
announcements, not printed in the bulletin.  A little old 
lady in a baggy grey dress with a big black ‘pocketbook’ 
on her arm stood up from the back row and said, “I need 
a bed for someone.”  It was Grace.  I knew right then; I 
wanted to get to know her much better.  She had a lot to 
teach anyone who’s paid attention.   

Our small town has a very diverse cultural and 
racial mix.  There’s a high rate of poverty as well as 
some who are quite affluent.  Grace had been 
instrumental in most philanthropic efforts over the last 
seven decades.  She had helped with establishing our 
nursing home care center, assisted living, low income 
housing, the community center, and childcare center.  
She was an active member in Friends of the Library, the 
Historical Society, Rotary, and many other groups.   She 
and her husband founded the local bank.  They offered 
financial management training to women so that, in the 
event of losing their husband, they wouldn’t be left 
floundering to survive.  Grace was the first woman to be 
ordained an elder in the church.  She had developed a 
relationship of trust amongst all.  That’s the first thing I 
learned from her—be trustworthy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Winding down the lane, I started grinning as I 
recalled the time Grace rode with me to a women’s 
outing.  It was a stormy Iowa night, but we climbed in 
our cars and headed to the next town down the road, 
anyway.  On the way we met with that heavy rain that 
forces you to pull over and wait it out.  Except I didn’t 
pull over, I just kept creeping along.  We soon drove 
through the outburst, taking it in stride.  I noticed a few 
trees down, some mailboxes bent over, a truck on its 
side, and a poor flock of birds up ahead who couldn’t 
seem to make any headway in the upper air currents.   
 It dawned on me that those weren’t birds; that 
was debris circling in a cyclonic form and we were 
driving right into it.  I made some inane comments to 
divert my passengers’ attention to the other side of the 
road.  Luckily we drove past with the mini tornado on 
our left and continued to our supper destination.  All the 
other cars in our group arrived, and as we sat down to 
eat, we noticed a buzz in the room.  Everyone was 
talking about our hometown making the news due to the 
confirmed tornado touchdown.  I shared what I had seen 
on the way to the restaurant. 
 The following week, when Grace showed up for 
bible study she walked over to me and handed me $5.00.   
She said, “That was so exciting the other night!  I want 
to give you some gas money so I can make sure and get 
a seat for the next trip!” 
 Grace personified her name.   She was full of 
grace, hospitality, humor, faith, wisdom, compassion, 
and humility. She had an almost regal posture.  She was 
my mentor and my friend.  And now she was dying.  She 
had called me to her side.  I whispered a final prayer for 
the right words to say or the sense to keep quiet as I 
parked my aging Taurus. 
 Grace greeted me with outstretched hands and 
her well-known smile. I kissed her forehead and sat 
down in the rocker next to hers.  As always she wanted 
to hear the news.  “What’s going on at church?”  

 I told her, sharing my newest hopes and dreams 
for ministry expansion.  And as always, she responded 
with enthusiasm and excitement.  “There’s always 
something more we can and should do! Don’t people 
read Matthew 25 anymore?” 
 After we caught up on the news, I said, “So 
what’s up with you?” 
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 “Well, I just want you to pray.  It’s time.” 
     “Time for what?” 
 “Time for this to end.” 
 My mind scrambled.  “What this?” 
 “This.  I’m ready to go.  I talked with God last 
night and told him I’m ready. I talked with all my family 
members and told them, too.  So, I’m ready tonight.” 
 “Well, Grace, you know I’ll pray with you and if 
you’re at peace, I’ll even ask for that. But you also 
know, it’s really not up to us and it is God who decides 
when the time is right.” 
   With a flash of determination in her eye, she 
responded with confidence, “He’s usually been pretty 
good at giving me what I ask for.” 
 “Well, all right, then, let’s pray.” 
 We hold hands and I take a deep breath, giving 
the lump in my throat a chance to dissolve.  “Lord, you 
heard Grace.  You know her well.  She’s been a good 
and faithful servant to you and to others.  She’s tired, 
worn out, and sick.  She’s ready to come home with you.  
Be with her tonight and make your presence known.  
Give her peace.  Amen.” 
 “Thank you.  I know you’re busy, you can go 
now.” 
 “I guess I’ll either see you Monday or some day 
in Heaven.” 
 “Oh, I think I’m going tonight.  So it’ll be in 
Heaven.” 
 I slept intermittently that night, more than 
halfway expecting a call that Grace had died.  I truly 
wouldn’t have been surprised if God had answered her 
prayer.   Actually, it was answered, but not quite as 
promptly as requested.   
 The following Monday, I received word that 
Grace had been taken to the care center and was under 
hospice care.  As promised, I went to visit.  When I 
entered her room, she was lying in bed with a stubborn 
look on her face.  She said, “I’ve searched and searched 
for something I’ve forgotten to do or say.  I just can’t 
figure out why I’m still here.  There must be something 
I’m still supposed to do.”  I had to use one of my 
mother-in-law’s favorite sayings and reply, “Only time 
will tell.”  I reassured Grace that she was not being 
punished or ignored by her beloved God.  Of course, she 
already knew that. 
 That day she gifted me with a book that we had 
been reading together as a devotional before our prayer 
times.  It is one of my most cherished possessions today.  
She cautioned, “Now when you use this with others, be 
careful.  Make sure they have a sense of humor before 
you read these things.  A person has to be able to laugh 
at themselves to appreciate this book.” 

 Grace’s body failed quickly after that, and her 
final, second most urgent prayer was answered when she 
died ten days later.  I’d like to share her first most urgent 
prayer.  When her only child was small they were having 
a pretend tea party.  He was stirring his tea with a 
miniature screwdriver, the kind that screws apart with 
different heads stored in the handle.  For some unknown 
kid reason he put the screwdriver in his mouth and 
accidentally swallowed it.  Grace bargained with God 
that day, promising to serve tirelessly the rest of her life 
if God would spare her son’s life.  God did, and she did.  
 While preparing Grace’s celebration of life 
service I had a wealth of information for her eulogy.    
Although I didn’t share the following story that day, it’s 
a good one that maybe we in the church can appreciate 
and glean a lesson from.  Be forewarned, you must be 
able to laugh at yourself. 
 It was several years ago on a lovely summer day 
when I first drove down that lane to visit Grace.  She 
was waiting for me on the porch.  Sitting on a wicker 
bench, with a cat in her lap, several more cozied up next 
to her, and a pile of them snoozing at her feet.  She asked 
for forgiveness for not getting up, not wanting to disturb 
her fur babies. 
 I found my place on the swing and we sat 
enjoying the warmth of the sun on our faces and the 
peace and quiet of the countryside.  She broke our 
silence with a chuckle.  I smiled and asked her to share 
her thoughts.  “I was just remembering how Harold and I 
used to sit out here with cats and liken them to our 
church members.  We even started giving them the 
names of the real people we’ve known.”  I laughed out 
loud in delight.  “How about now?  Which ones remind 
you of our church folk?” 
 She got an ornery twinkle in her eye.  “I thought 
you’d never ask.  See that old tom over there?  You 
know what he’s most interested in.  Food and sex.  Sorta 
reminds me of Larry with his inappropriate jokes and 
sneaky ‘accidental’ boob touches.” 
 I admit I was surprised, but also even more 
delighted.  Deciding we might as well both sin boldly, I 
said, “Go on, who else?” 
 “Out there in the barn is where all the C and E 
cats live.” 
 “C and E?  You mean Siamese?” 
 “You know Christmas and Easter.  They only 
come around the rest of us a couple of times a year. 
We’re always glad to have them visit, like the Smiths 
and Carpenters. The ones who hunt their own food are 
the ones who claim to be spiritual, but not religious; 
they’re our good friends from AA.  Those in that box 
over there in the corner are the young mothers, taking 



care of each other’s kittens as if they’re their own.  They 
love and accept everyone, like Sandy, Becky, Terri, Jodi 
and Norma.  This yellow tiger on my lap is the matron, 
Betty.  That gray one by himself is grumpy Charlie.  
This little one who keeps rubbing around my ankles is 
Joseph.  Most of the rest could be just about anybody.  
They hang around because it’s a safe place to be.  They 
know I’ll set out a pan of food for them every day, and a 
dish of fresh water.  They know I like to sit and snuggle 
with them.  They know I love them and will watch out 
for them.  Like God does for me.” 
 “Do you have any house cats?” 
 “Not any more.  Cats like to claim their 
independence.  I never could keep them off the furniture 
or even the kitchen counter.  They really can’t be trained, 
more likely they end up training you.  You can try.  You 
can show them repeatedly what they ought to do.  But 
they will just do what they want to in the long run.  If 
you press too hard, they’ll turn their backs on you, 
withhold affection, maybe even poop in your shoe.”  She 
snuck a peek at me and said slyly, “Ever have a church 
member do that to you?” 
 “Why metaphorically, yes I have!” 
 Our visit ended that day on a cheerful note. 
 
 *************************************** 

The time has come when I’m starting to ponder 
my exit plan into retirement.  I’ve been doing a lot of 
thinking about the people I’ve met over the years.  About 
the lessons they’ve taught.  My memories of Grace are 
indicative of ministry overall.  Emotions change quickly 
as new situations are encountered.  As I consider the 
loose ends that might need tied up, I’ve been thinking 
about two things.  First, those cats of Grace’s.  (I know 
I’m not the first to liken pastoring a church to ‘herding 
cats.’)  Second, all the fuss about the supposedly dying 
church, which I don’t believe for a second.   

My mind surely does love to think 
metaphorically.  Maybe I’ll write a eulogy for the church 
and its herd of cats some day just for fun.  Maybe I’ll be 
content to reminisce about Grace and God’s grace.  Time 
will tell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH RECORD 
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DATE OFFERING ATTEND  

By Zoom & 

Drive-in 

June 7  27 

June 14 $3045.00 32 

June 21 $650.00 35 

June 28 $1,920.00 40 

 

JULY LECTIONARY 

Season 
after 
Pentecost 
Year A 

First* 
reading 
and Psalm 

Alternate* 
First 
reading and 
Psalm 

Second 
reading 

Gospel 

Proper 9 

(14) 
Fifth Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 
July 5, 
2020 

Genesis 
24:34-38, 
42-49, 58-
67 
 
Psalm 
45:10-17  

Zechariah 
9:9-12 
 
Psalm 
145:8-14 

Romans 
7:15-25a 

Matthew 
11:16-19, 
25-30 

Proper 10 

(15) 
Sixth 
Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 12, 
2020 

Genesis 
25:19-34 
 
Psalm 
119:105-
112 

Isaiah 
55:10-13 
 
Psalm 
65:(1-8), 9-
13 

Romans 
8:1-11 

Matthew 
13:1-9, 
18-23 

Proper 11 

(16) 
Seventh 
Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 19, 
2020 

Genesis 
28:10-19a 
 
Psalm 
139:1-12, 
23-24 

Wisdom of 
Solomon 
12:13, 16-
19 
or 

Isaiah 44:6-

8 
 
Psalm 
86:11-17 

Romans 
8:12-25 

Matthew 
13:24-30, 
36-43 

Proper 12 

(17) 
Eighth 
Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 26, 
2020  

Genesis 
29:15-28 
 
Psalm 
105:1-11, 
45b 
or 

Psalm 128 

1 Kings 3:5-
12 
 
Psalm 
119:129-
136 

Romans 
8:26-39 

Matthew 
13:31-33, 
44-52 
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HYBRID WORSHIP 

The following are some highlights from a Zoom meeting 
I attended on hybrid worship, i.e. combining in- person 
with some kind of social media, live/recorded, etc.  We 
could say we’re already doing that with drive in/Zoom.  
But eventually, we’ll have to be in the sanctuary.  We 
can’t expect it to be as it once was. 

1. You do you.  Don’t compete with or try to 
replicate the pastor across town, or your brother’s 
church in Tennessee or a mega church in Des Moines. 

2. Welcome all as if they are new, every time.   

3. Build a worship team that includes chat room 

greeter, tech Deacons, creator of Google slides, take 

attendance in case of COVID-19.  Pastor gives away 

some of the planning elements.  

4. Use breakout rooms for discussion.  That’s a 
feature on Zoom. 

5. *ASK: What have we lost?  What have we 

gained?  What possibilities is God revealing to us? 

6. *What makes church feel “real”?  Fellowship? 
Preaching? Singing? Praying? Offering? Communion? 

Greeting/passing the Peace?  Children of God? 

Liturgy? Other? 

7. Send bulletin and sermon by mail to those 

without computers? 

8.  Moving into hybrid worship consider:  what is 

enough of the familiar we need to keep?  What do we 

have the capacity and conviction for?  (Do we need 

two services?) Do we need to upgrade technology? 

How? What? What will ‘pulpit’ look like?  Seating?  
How will we remember those not there in person and 

make them feel present?  What language needs 

changed so it’s not centered on physical space? How 

do we create intimate space for interaction? 

9. Play with it!  Try something, if it works, great, if 

not, no big deal, just do something different. 

10. Think about who we are becoming.   
 

MUSIC NOTES 
With everything feeling so new & different, it 

seems strange that we have absolutely nothing new to 
report from the Music Ministry ..... yet. 

Please watch for an August eLetter.  Even if it 
isn't the usual information, it will at least be a 
communication.  And we must stay in touch! 

Funny thing - by the time we finally can get back 
together to make music in close quarters and without 

masks, we may all be so rusty that we'll still want to 
cover our faces (& our ears)!  But God will understand.  
;-) 

 
VBS COMING SOON! 

 We are working on VBS to go for this summer.  
Using curriculum from World Vision, we will take the 
Matthew 25 challenge.  It is packed with daily 
conversation starters, activity challenges, learning new 
words, and video suggestions.  We will supplement it 
with everything you need for craft, science experiment, 
or snacks that reinforce the lessons.  We might even 
include a drive-by mission or two.  Designed for family 
use, it seems ideal for the time we are in.  This will not 
be limited to households with young children.  There is 
something for everyone.  I strongly urge you to consider 
participating, no matter the makeup of your family.  
Registration for your VBS to go kit is in the back of this 
newsletter.  Please fill it out by July 24th and either email 
it to the office (firstchurchunited@gmail.com) or mail it 
to the church. You will be notified the following week 
with information on when and where to pick up your kit.   
 

West Liberty VAC Food Pantry Report, 

Jan. – June, 2020 

        ...The mission of the Voluntary Action Council 
is to alleviate food insecurity and promote general 
health among persons in the West Liberty 
Community School District 

The Food Pantry continues to operate; however, 
since mid-March circumstances have changed for us.  
We have been using curbside service for families to pick 
up a prepackaged assortment of foods in addition to 
milk, eggs, meat and produce.  This has been working 
well using just a few regular workers for our Thursday 
and Saturday open hours.  Ron & Rhonda Jensen and 
sometimes Mike D. have been picking up orders at River 
Bend. Thank you to our delivery persons!  

To minimize exposure for everyone, we have not 
been using church volunteers.  Masks are worn at all 
times and we try to maintain social distances, realizing 
that sometimes this is not possible while working in a 
hallway. We follow recommended hand washing 
practices and have hand sanitizer on hand. We disinfect 
equipment that is used as well as door handles.   We will 
continue to operate as described above until our County 
Public Health feels it is safe for us to do otherwise. 

Thank you  to many residents for donating 
money for food purchases.  We also had great support 
from Rotary with a grant that started last year and 
extended through May of this year.  The local chapter of 
100 Women donated as well.  We have begun taking 

mailto:firstchurchunited@gmail.com


donated items if the articles are something just purchased 
and brought to us or home-grown produce. 

In recent weeks we’ve had fewer pantry visits, 
but feel our families are getting food from other 
resources as well.  We expect the numbers to increase in 
the coming months.  See data below: 

 
Jan. – 104 visits from 74 families involving 233 people,  
12 new families added 
Feb  -  100 visits from 70 families involving 227 people,  
6 new families added  
Mar. – 100 visits from 74 families involving 213 people,  
8 new families added 
Apr. -   107 visits from 63 families involving 175 people,  
4 new families added 
May  -  83 visits from 58 families involving 181 people,  
6 new families added 
June -  66 visits from 47 families involving 144 people,  
11 new families added 
 

 

Please mail your offering to the  

Church Financial Secretary,  

Dinette Myers, 1244 Country Heights Lane,  

West Liberty, IA  52776. 

 

OFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES by Zoom 

June 4, 2020 6:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER by Board Chair Leon Larson.  

Those present included Gary Hahn, Margaret Barnhart, 

Jo Noble, Holly Gingerich, Vince Ottaway, Blaine 

Kelly, Lori Brooke, Pastor Marian Hart, Treasurer Keith 

Barnhart, and Secretary Katie Thrasher.   

DEVOTION TIME Matthew 5:1-10 The Beatitudes.   

OPEN IN PRAYER 

APPROVAL OF DOCKET add church Zoom 

meetings.  Move to approve amended docket 1st Vince, 

2nd Holly, unanimously approved by the Board.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES move to approve as 

written 1st Lori, 2nd Vince, unanimously approved by the 

Board.   

TREASURER’S REPORT Keith reports May was a 

good month.  We received $11,500 in contributions.  A 

CD for $400,000 was purchased and shows on the report 

beside the Irey funds savings.  The interest will be paid 

to the savings account.  Keith paid the 2nd quarterly 

insurance payment of $1500.00.  Paid bill for checking 

and refilling 7 fire extinguishers.  Have not received a 

bill for the carpet cleaning yet.  Lori will check on that.  

A bill for the mower of $189.00 will be paid in June.  

The disbursements were lower than usual making us 

roughly $3,800 ahead for the month.  Move to approve 

Treasurer’s report as submitted 1st Vince, 2nd Jo, 

unanimously approved by the Board.   
 

Start of May balance      $976.76 
         Receipts                               $11,510.30 
         Sub Total                              $12,487.06 
         Disbursements                      $7,696.57 
         Ending Balance                    $4,790.49 
                     Board Checking       ($6,055.01) 
 

Holly looked into direct deposit abilities through West 
Liberty State Bank/South Ottumwa State Bank.  
Someone on the accounts needs to come in for 
enrollment information.  Leon will go in soon to talk 
to Jason Cassady and authorize the set up of people 
being able to use direct deposit and get the enrollment 
form available to the congregation.   
 

PASTOR’S REPORT MAY 2020 

Prepare and lead Zoom worship for May 10, 17, 24, 31-
This looks the same for me as it normally would, I go 
into the church office, read the assigned scriptures, 
determine which ones to use how in the service, find 
liturgies, prayers, songs that match what feels like might 
be the preaching path, create the bulletin, study 
scriptures by reading numerous commentaries, listening 
throughout the week for life examples pertinent to the 
message, and actually writing the sermon. 
 

Office hours are being kept, checking emails, answering 
phone, being available to assist financially with rent or 
utilities, or food.  I try to call folks and keep in touch. 
 

I’m participating in several groups of pastors (West 
Liberty Ministerial, Presbytery of East Iowa, my book 
study group, Cluster) by Zoom, average 3 a week.  We 
share what our churches are able to do, ideas for 
reopening, VBS, small groups, worship, as well as 
personal concerns that need prayer.   
 

There have been 4 Zoom meetings, one phone call, and 
lots of emails amongst the Synod School Planning 
Committee.  Since we had to cancel the event in Storm 
Lake, we are putting together an online option.  This is a 
pretty big task as there are usually over 600 who go to 
Synod School.  We are figuring out what to offer several 



age groups separately, and what to offer the group as a 
whole (worship, energizers, stress relievers, etc.) 
 
Pam Schnittjer and I work closely together with almost 
daily communications and tasks to keep the food pantry 
well stocked and operating safely.  She continues to be 
extraordinarily organized and committed to this ministry.  
We still have a team of 11 volunteers to cover food pick 
up, box packing, cleaning, distributing, splitting the 
areas.  I’m Saturday mornings and sub for any other 
time/task that needs done. 
 

I’ve ordered a radio transmitter so we can try to do 
drive-up worship if Board approves.  It should arrive by 
June 12, cross your fingers.  People should be able to 
pull up in the parking lot and get the broadcast on their 
car radio.  We’ll be able to see each other hopefully feel 
closer connected.  I plan to try to figure out how to do 
this simultaneously with Zoom.  The goal is to include 
more people, especially those who have no computers.  
I’m suggesting this as a transition option before throwing 
our doors wide open. 
 

Move to approve report 1st Blaine, 2nd Gary, 
unanimously approved by the Board.   
 

ONGOING BUSINESS:  

1. Replacing hallway and classroom lights with LED or 
Electronic ballasts.  Leon called Kessler who will 
come in to look at the lights.   

2. Direct Deposit – see above.  
3. Fair Stand – The Muscatine County Fair was 

cancelled.  Gary moved the food permit from the Fair 
Stand to the church kitchen.   

4. Needs Assessment – Board divides the bequest 3 
ways.  1)Mission/Ministry 2) Immediate Maintenance  
3) Future Maintenance.   

Suggestions gathered so far: Names behind suggestions 
are who is going to look into costs associated with the 
project.   
Immediate Maintenance  ABCE – Blaine will call VPS 
to reschedule a time to come out to look at the roof.   

A. Consider installing a carport/canopy outside the 
main entrance - Susan D. has drawings of possible 
carport/canopy.   

B. Consider improving the handicap parking area and 
replacing the bad patches of concrete in the 
parking lot.- Vince O. received a quote from All 
American Concrete of $7,000 but if we added a 
carport/canopy that amount would change.   

C. Consider maintenance of the roof, kitchen leak. - 
1) fixes spots on roof 2) replacing roof 3) 
Carport/Canopy 4) Awning for 6 doors.  Susan 

and Blaine – Roof.  Lori – doors in kitchen 
hallway that allow water in when it rains.   

D. Consider burying outside downspouts- Lori  
E. Consider replacing the pew seat cushions- Holly is 

working on this.   
F. Consider replacing the doors between sanctuary 

and fellowship hall – Holly reports the company 
suggests using a sub-contractor to install the 
doors.  Suggestions for sub-contractors to contact 
are Kenny Morrison, Dillon Brooke, Dave 
Sheldahl.  After installation, the Board 
recommends everyone is trained on how to open, 
close, and move the doors so future instances of 
the doors being broken or damaged is solved.  
Pastor Marian suggests Holly looks at the 
Presbyterian church in Wilton and the doors they 
had installed.   

G. Consider replacing or fixing the south door in the 
Fellowship Hall (fix lock) - Blaine 

H. Consider a larger storage shed for mower and yard 
supplies, storage needs - Lori contacted Triple B in 
Wilton for more information and prices but they 
have not returned her call.   
 

Mission/Ministry  
I. Consider finding an emergency stay 

option/building a small home or purchasing a 
trailer/consider separate accommodations within 
the church for emergency housing needs.   

J. Consider local and worldly mission outreach 
including both denominations church camps 

K. Consider assisting community with laundry needs  
L. Consider offering classes to those in the 

community to help with budgeting and other life 
skills.  Offer support to families and those in need 
in our community. 

  
Future Maintenance. 

M. Consider replacing the outside water faucet/hose 
hookups – Leon talked to Chown’s Appliance 
about replacing the water faucets, but they have 
not arranged a time to come out yet.   

N. Consider needs the manse may have such as 
AC/furnace, carpet, windows, shower in master 
bathroom and other plumbing structures. - Pastor 
Marian says the surround and door of the manse 
shower could be replaced at some point.  The 
toilet in the basement leaks as well.   

O. Consider cleaning or replacing the pew seat 
cushions. - Holly 

P. Consider saving funds for future furnace 
replacement needs.  Put in future maintenance of 



the church fund- Report that Keith included in 
Treasurer's report averages $10,000/year. 

 

Trustee Work to be done 
1. Manse soffits need to be looked at – Lori 
2. Church soffits need to be refilled with foam - Lori  
3. Install new or replace batteries in old smoke 

detectors throughout church – Blaine suggests we 
buy new smoke detectors as the ones we have are 
all around 16 years old.  Move to approve the 
purchase of new smoke detectors for the church 
and manse with funds coming from the Future 
Maintenance of the Church/Manse accounts.  1st 
Vince, 2nd Jo, unanimously approved by the 
Board.   

4. Upright Freezer in the kitchen – Blaine reports the 
freezer is working but wants to give it some time 
before putting anything in it to make sure it is 
working properly.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. VBS – Pastor Marian and Jason Thrasher spoke 
and agreed for Pastor Marian to research some 
options to be used.  Pastor Marian found a VBS 
based on Matthew 25.  The families (with or 
without children) would register and Pastor 
Marian will put together the supplies for people 
to pick up and do at home.  It is Vacation Bible 
School in a box.  Open to everyone, of all ages.  
Will most likely be at the end of July or first 
week of August.   

2. Re-opening task force – Susan sent the Board 
some great information about cleaning needs for 
re-opening.  Blaine will look into how the 
church’s ventilation can be updated to fit our new 
needs.  May use an Economizer for the kitchen 
and ERV for the Sanctuary.  Blaine will send an 
email with more information before the next 
Board meeting.   
When does the Board want to re-open the 
church?  The Board is not in a hurry to re-open as 
the Board wants everyone to stay safe. 

3. Drive-in worship - Pastor Marian received the 
transmitter and will practice using it so additional 
worship possibilities can be explored.   

4. Small group possibilities- Pastor Marian is 
interested in having small groups.  Board 
suggests ask in the enews and newsletter what 
interest there is.  Topics of the small group could 
range.  Would be outside with all the social 
distancing rules put in place.   

5. Building use – Katie was asked if a counselor 
could use a room at the church to meet with 
individuals.  Move to allow the Counselor use of 
a room in the church while using proper safety 
and cleaning guidelines set by the Board 1st Jo, 
2nd Vince, unanimously approved by the Board.   

6. Furnace ventilation for Sanctuary – see New 
Business #2 

7. Closing of the Goodfellows fund and transferring 
it to the ministerial fund.  There is about $100 in 
the account.  Board suggests the money is moved 
to the Ministerial Association account and closed 
out and deleted from the budget/list of accounts.   

8. Zoom Meetings – Margaret expresses that some 
have said the music and responsive 
readings/prayers are difficult to understand or 
appreciate when everyone is speaking at the same 
time.  Margaret suggests 1 person reads at a time.   

 

ADJOURNMENT move to adjourn 1st Vince, 2nd Lori, 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
PRAYER CONCERNS SHARED 

CLOSING PRAYER 

MEETING  July 2, 2020 at 6:30pm 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT JUNE, 2020 

Not much has changed in the last month.  I 
continue to work in the office Monday-Friday mornings, 
help with food pantry on Saturdays, and lead worship on 
Sundays.  The radio transmitter came in time to hold 
simultaneous parking lot drive-in style/Zoom meeting 
worship on June 14, 21, and hopefully 28 if the weather 
cooperates.   

I am serving on the Presbytery of East Iowa 
Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team as the 
Mission Opportunity person and as chair of a PW retreat 
being planned in August, if the pandemic allows it to 
take place.  This is my last year serving on Synod School 
Planning Committee, and though the in-person event was 
canceled, we are putting together a virtual event.  This 
has been challenging work to be a part of.  I am 
beginning my second year as Minister’s Institute 
Planning Committee.  That, too, is being planned both 
for in-person and virtual opportunities, with many 
unknown factors that could happen between now and 
January when it is held.  All of this has been done by, 
you guessed it, Zoom meetings. 

I’m also keeping in touch with pastor’s groups in 
both denominations and the local ministerial association.  
I attended a Hybrid Worship meeting that was really 
interesting and should be helpful for us as we move 



forward.  A short report should be included in your 
packet that I sent to Katie. 

I met with the Pastoral Relations Committee on 
June 24, discussing what follows: 
 
June 25, 2020 
 
To The Official Board of First Church United, 
 Last May, 2019, I received an email from the 
Board of Pensions congratulating me on being eligible 
for retirement, having completed 10 years of service and 
participation in the Pension Plan and turning 65.  I didn’t 
feel quite ready then.  However, Arnie and I began 
thinking about the day and planning what our lives 
would look like, what changes we’d have to make, 
where we’d live, etc. 
 I originally decided that I’d work one more year, 
ironically, that I’d like to experience one more Easter, 
one more Fair, one more VBS, then retire.  Then, along 
comes a pandemic throwing everything in our lives in a 
mixed up jumble. 
 I would like you to accept my intention to retire 
honorably effective Oct. 31, 2020, with my last Sunday 
preaching being Oct. 11.  I will have accumulated 3 
weeks of untaken vacation and wish to do so from Oct. 
12-31 to give us a chance to pack, move, and clean the 
manse. 
 If, for some reason I am not able to vote by 
absentee ballot, I’d like permission to stay in the manse 
and retain residency until Nov. 3 to avoid the hassle of 
changing precincts at the last minute and risk not being 
able to vote. 
 First Church United has been a huge blessing in 
my life and I will miss you all tremendously.  I am also 
eagerly looking forward to whatever God calls me to 
next. 
 In His Service, 
 
 Pastor Marian 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 
1 Kaden Brooks 

3 Bill Laughlin 

6   Lisa Newcomb 

8   Levi Larson 

9 Calli Jo Deahr 

9 Jeff Wiele 

9 Kristin Smith 

10  Kevin Minor 

14  Wayne Noring  

 14 Bill Koellner 

14 Joseph Delgado 

15  JoAnne Akers 

19  Matthew Kelly 

19 Patty Laughlin 

20 Rebecca Kober 

20 Skylar Simon 

21 Kara Wieland 

25 Porter Maurer 

25 Maeli Galvan 

28 Letha Ottaway 

30 Janet Woody  

July 
7  Rob & Brenda Miller 

19  Bill & Patty Laughlin 
20  Joe & Dinette Myers 
30  Leon & Mary Larson 

 



 

 

 

First Church United VBS Registration Form 

Family Last Name: 

 

Number of Adult’s participating in activities: _____________________________________ 

Child’s Name: 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 Age:___________________________ Grade Completed: _________________ 

Child’s Name: 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 Age:___________________________ Grade Completed: _________________ 

Child’s Name: 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 Age:___________________________ Grade Completed: _________________ 

Child’s Name: 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 Age:___________________________ Grade Completed: _________________ 

Allergies:___________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent’s or Guardian’s 
Name:_________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #:________________________________Cell#:_______________________ 

Email Address: 
_________________________________________________________________  

Please fill out your registration form and return it to the church office by July 24th.  You can either email it to the 
office (firstchurchunited@gmail.com) or mail it to the church. You will be notified the following week with 
information on when and where to pick up your kit.   

 

mailto:firstchurchunited@gmail.com


For information gathering purposes and to include as many of our congregants as possible, please reply to these 
questions by email (firstchurchunited@gmail.com) or by mailing your response to: 

 
First Church United 
1100 N. Calhoun St. 
West Liberty, IA  52776 
 
1. When do you feel you would be comfortable coming back to worship in the church building with restrictions (masks, 

using every other pew, no handshaking, no singing…)? Circle one or write in a response. 
a. Now 

b. In August 

c. When there is a vaccine 

d. January 1 

e. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. If you have a computer but don’t know how to set up Zoom, would you like someone to come out and set it up?  Or are 

you willing to Zoom with a friend who already uses Zoom to worship? 

 
3. Are you willing to go to a church members house to set up Zoom on their computer? 

 

 

4. How do you like what we are doing? 

 

 

5. What else would you like us to do? 

 

 

6. If you haven’t been able to attend Zoom worship but would like the bulletin and sermon sent to you, please let us 

know.   

 
7. If you would like to begin receiving weekly news from the church by email or mail, please let us know.  Include your 

email or mailing address when you respond.   
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