
Laughing at God  Gen. 18:1-15; Mt. 9:35-10:8; Rom. 5:1-8 

 

Have you had a good laugh lately? 

After reading the scriptures for today, I thought ‘they all contain laughable 
elements.’  I began thinking of reasons why or ways we laugh.   
There are some not so great kinds of laughter: people laugh in derision to put 

someone down, or scornfully to make sure others are in on the joke at someone’s 
expense, or while using the weapon of sarcasm disguised poorly as humor. 

We can laugh dismissively in a condescending manner.  Or negatively in cynicism.  

Those are all hurtful kinds of laughter. 

 

There is the nervous laugh that gets on the hearers’ nerves in short order. 

We laugh in surprise, in relief, in delight, in astonishment, incredulousness, and of 

course in joy and because something is funny. 

  

Why did Sarah laugh at God? 

In disbelief?  At something so inconceivable it was funny? 

I love that she laughed.   

She didn’t just laugh.  She eavesdropped and doubted, she denied, she laughed, 

and she lied. 

And God called her out on it.  By simply saying, ‘yes, you did laugh.’ 
Then, the most amazing thing of all, God kept God’s promise to her that she 
would bear a son in a year. 

The story of Sarah gives me hope.  We can be honestly imperfect with God and 

still be blessed tremendously.  Sarah was the bearer of the hope and future of a 

people yet to be, that God had chosen to be his light to the world. 

She laughed at the thought.  What 90 year old woman wouldn’t laugh? Or run 
away screaming at the thought? 

I love that the Lord asked, ‘is anything too hard for the Lord?’ 
 

Abraham’s behavior was comically laughable as well. 

He greeted the strangers, offering hospitality. 

A little rest under the tree, rinse the dust off your feet.  I’ll go find a snack. 



That turns into a baking, roasting, delicacy extravaganza that had to have taken 

hours to prepare.  I wonder if the men laughed in enjoyment as they watched 

Abraham scurrying around giving orders for the food prep?  I wonder if they 

laughed with appreciation for the hospitality Abraham and his household 

extended to them.  I wonder if God was glad he had chosen Abraham and Sarah 

because they were as entertaining as they were faithful. 

You should read some more of their story and note all of the other laughable, 

some of them tragically so, moments in their saga. 

 

As I read the gospel lesson, the disciples’ assignment also made me laugh. 

Just go on out there and do a few simple things like: heal the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, drive out demons.  It’ll be fun.  It’ll be easy.  After all, I’ve done 
those things for you quite freely, now it’s your turn.  Time to pay it forward.  What 

made such a laughably impossible mission possible? 

 

They were eye witnesses and students of Jesus, 

Who they had seen doing those very things everywhere he went. 

Because he had compassion on the crowds. 

Remember compassion means with suffering.  Every suffering Jesus encountered 

he felt in his own gut.  And he did something to alleviate it.  Suffering was 

everywhere; people were ready and receptive to good news.  That’s part of what 
he meant when he said the harvest is ready. 

 

And of course, the workers were few.  The assignment was one most would laugh 

at in disbelief.  But, they did it!  The disciples together, just ordinary, common 

men, not experts, not professionals, from the Roman hireling to the Roman hater, 

worked together for the good of the people and under the authority of Jesus the 

Christ.  Doesn’t that make you want to at least smile, if not laugh?  It’s amazing! 
 

I want to go back to Jesus’ compassion.   
Notice he did not laugh at impossible situations, he dived right in to mend them. 

He didn’t tell suffering people, ‘oh, sorry, you’re a lost cause, nothing can help 
you’ or react with condemnation listing off all the mistakes one had made to get 



them into their present situation, or even make a list of helpful pointers, calling it 

constructive criticism.  He felt their pain, he healed, he taught, he modeled God’s 
kingdom living. 

 

What’s so funny about this passage? 

Jesus told them to pray that the Lord would send out workers into the field, then 

immediately sent them out.  They were the answer to their own prayer. 

Be careful what you pray for, God asks us to do the impossible, too. 

God asks us to go out into our own back yards and harvest. 

 

Jesus used the harvest metaphor to bring to mind the food chain correlating with 

the overall human condition.  There is a domino effect.  When one element 

suffers, all are affected.  When one is strengthened, all benefit. 

 

As we study Jesus and his teachings closely, we find many things that are radically 

preposterous, yet with him are made possible.  That, too is cause for laughter. 

 

Moving on to the epistle lesson.  Part of the letter to the Romans from Paul. 

He lists out a great list of goals, beginning with being happy in our suffering. 

I’d want to laugh in his face at that one.  I’m not going to volunteer to suffer. 
Oh, but it will build up my perseverance, strengthen my character, and eventually 

I’ll achieve hope.  I don’t know about you, but I want a different formula. 
 

Paul insists that we have peace in God, no matter what. 

That the knowledge of the sacrificial love of Jesus makes the love of God 

understandable. 

And the most amazing thing of all, is God’s love happens while we are still sinners. 
That goes against everything our culture teaches. 

It’s pure grace.  We can’t earn it.  We don’t have to earn it. It’s a gift. 
It’s laughable. 
 

Everything we do as people of faith should be in response to that amazing grace. 



God extended grace to many biblical characters from Abraham and Sarah all 

through the history of God’s people as told in the Old Testament, all the way 
through the New Testament, and right up through scoundrels like you and me. 

That’s amazing.  That’s laughable.  That’s love. 
 

What lesson can we apply to our lives from these thoughts? 

We can consider that God intends to use us imperfect, laughably incompetent, 

ordinary, common people to go out and do the impossible in our world. 

The fields are ripe and the harvest is ready. 

People still need healing, still need be revived, still need to have demons driven 

from their lives, still need cleansed. 

Who’s going to do that?  Don’t laugh.  We are. 
How?  Through compassion, suffering, perseverance, character, hope, and love. 

Sound impossible?  Yeah, it is on our own, so we better stay close to Jesus. 

 

Let us pray: 

Lord God, I know you have spoken to each of us at some time or another.  Some 

have answered yes, send me.  Some have plugged our ears.  Some have ignored 

you.  Some have laughed at your crazy notions.  Oh, yes we have!  We need your 

help if we are to do the things you send us to do.  Help us to be willing and 

courageous enough to step out of our comfy complacency and get serious about 

following your Christ, not just saying we believe in him.  We need to live into and 

respond to that belief with action.  If we are to be the answer to our own prayers, 

we trust you will give us the resources we need and empower us to do your will.  

Amen. 

 

  


