
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Years ago, when I accompanied my mom to the 
doctor and she received a bone cancer diagnosis, I 
witnessed her sitting there panting.  I later saw the same 
behavior in her sister.  When they were in pain or scared, 
they panted.  And so, I thought of them the other day, 
when I found myself stomping through the church on my 
morning walk.  I found myself praying, “Lord, I can’t 
breathe either!” 
 Not physically, but emotionally.  It started by 
being around people who didn’t practice social 
distancing, and I felt like my health didn’t matter.  It 
progressed when our dog burned the pads off all his feet 
and some of his belly down to the skin, and I lived in 
‘worried sick’ mode for two days.  It was compounded 
by a third black person being murdered by white people 
and another intentionally endangered in a few days’ 
time, and I wanted to scream, cry, and do something, 
though I didn’t know what.  George Floyd’s last words, 
“I can’t breathe” took my breath away.  So, Lord, I can’t 
breathe! Was my prayer, for myself and for the world.  
We are in pain and we are scared. And in my case, at 
least, we are angry.  We can’t breathe. 
 How can we breathe in the peace of Christ when 
some of our fellow Christians are breathing out white 
supremacist hatred?  How can we not choke on the grief 
surrounding over 100,000 deaths from COVID-19 when 
our friends and family members refuse to wear 
protective masks in public? How can I breathe when a 
friend whose son is black shares she is scared s*itless?  
How can we breathe when our bile rises after reading 
another hateful, ignorant Tweet or Facebook post?  How 
can I breathe while fighting down my own urge to 
respond with hurtful actions that feel like self defense?  I 
can’t, unless I pray. 
 We can’t breathe until we repent.  Repent of the 
sin of selfishness that demands we have ‘rights’ and 
‘freedoms’ while ignoring the rights and freedoms of our 
neighbors.  Repent of the evil sin of racism, and to do 
that you have to be willing to look inside yourself 
honestly, not defensively.  Repent of hoarding goods and 
resources.  Repent of lying.  Repent of blaming and 
shaming.  Repent of thinking we have the only right 
opinion.  Repent of turning deaf ear and blind eye to all 
of the above.  Repent of making excuses for ourselves.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We are about to celebrate Pentecost Sunday, the 
day the Holy Spirit swept in like a mighty wind and 
tongues of flame giving the apostles the power to speak 
and the crowds the power to hear.  That’s my prayer 
today, “Holy God, don’t hold your breath!  Come Holy 
Spirit and cause us to speak and be heard, in all our pain, 
our fear, and our anger, and to listen and hear, all of 
others’ pain, fear, and anger.  And may we resolve to 
repent in order to breathe again.”  Maybe someday we’ll 
be able to breathe a collective sigh of peace. 
 Pastor Marian 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH RECORD 

May 2020 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND  
by Zoom 

May 3 $3,380.00 32 

May 10 $910.00 33 

May 17 $2,200.00 31 

May 24 $3,700.00 29 

May 31 $1,320.00 23 

 
 
 

Sympathy to: 
The Giri family on the passing of Deepak’s 

father. 
The Probst family on the passing of Betty.   
The Barnhart and Phelps family on the passing of 

Marcella Barnhart. 
 
Congratulations to Brent and Meredith Parizek 

on the birth of their daughter Addilyn Porter Parizek. 
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JUNE LECTIONARY 

Season after 
Pentecost 
Year A 

First* 
reading 

and 
Psalm 

Alternate* 
First 

reading and 
Psalm 

Second 
reading 

Gospel 

Trinity 
Sunday 
June 7, 2020 
First Sunday 

after 

Pentecost 

Genesis 
1:1-2:4a 
 
Psalm 8 

  
 
  

2 Corinthians 
13:11-13 

Matthew 
28:16-20 

Proper 6 
(11) 
Second 
Sunday after 
Pentecost 
June 14, 
2020 

Genesis 
18:1-15, 
(21:1-7) 
 
Psalm 
116:1-2, 
12-19 

Exodus 19:2-
8a 
 
Psalm 100 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 
9:35-10:8, 
(9-23) 

Proper 7 
(12) 
Third 
Sunday after 
Pentecost 
June 21, 
2020 

Genesis 
21:8-21 
 
Psalm 
86:1-10, 
16-17 

Jeremiah 
20:7-13 
 
Psalm 69:7-
10, (11-15), 
16-18 

Romans 6:1b-
11 

Matthew 
10:24-39 

Proper 8 
(13) 
Fourth 
Sunday after 
Pentecost 
June 28, 
2020 

Genesis 
22:1-14 
 
Psalm 13 

Jeremiah 
28:5-9 
 
Psalm 89:1-
4, 15-18 

Romans 6:12-
23 

Matthew 
10:40-42 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
With warmer weather & a few "normal" activities 

returning, this Music Ministry article will certainly seem more 
like what we expect for June - no choirs, but nothing out of 
the ordinary for summer months. 

There are often hidden blessings in otherwise adverse 
situations.  Some side effects of this pandemic are no 
exception.  We were made aware of many on Earth Day.  On 
a smaller scale and closer to home, one hidden blessing is the 
renewed appreciation we feel for the things we miss, like our 
choir family and our music of praise and worship! 

As this summer progresses, we pray for a safe, happy 
and healthy reconnection with each other and return to 
preparing and sharing our music of faith! 

 
VBS COMING SOON! 
 We are working on VBS to go for this summer.  
Using curriculum from World Vision, we will take the 
Matthew 25 challenge.  It is packed with daily 
conversation starters, activity challenges, learning new 
words, and video suggestions.  We will supplement it 
with everything you need for craft, science experiment, 
or snacks that reinforce the lessons.  We might even 
include a drive-by mission or two.  Designed for family 
use, it seems ideal for the time we are in.  This will not 

be limited to households with young children.  There is 
something for everyone.  I strongly urge you to consider 
participating, no matter the makeup of your family.  
Look for more information soon on how to pre-register 
for your box today!  They will be made to order with age 
appropriate supplies. 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Hello Church Family! 

Here’s hoping this finds you well during this 
extended season of quarantine, the end of Easter, and 
the beginning of Pentecost. 

We huddle in the upper room now, much as 
the disciples did, awaiting word from the resurrected 
Savior. His message to go forth and spread the good 
news to the ends of the earth still rings true now.  I 
hope that the families with young children are taking 
advantage of the weekly lessons that Katie sent out, as 
that will have prepared the youth for understanding 
what it means during Pentecost to now embody the 
powers, hope and healing that Christ showed us as 
possible through channeling the Holy Spirit for the 
good of humanity.  I assure you that you are all now 
equipped to go forth boldly and preach the good 
news. I challenge you to be strong and unashamed of 
your faith, and let the love of Christ shine through 
you.  May others know God’s love, and that God is 
love, through your daily actions, words and deeds. 
May the peace of Christ be with you and may the 
Spirit move you, Jason 
 

Children’s Education Lectionary for June 
found at www.sermon4kids.com 

Trinity Sunday -June 7 
And It Was Very Good 

Proper 3 – June 14 
Isaac is Born 

Proper 4 – June 21 
Plan for Success 

Proper 5 -June 28 
Who Needs a Doctor? 

 

 

Please mail your offering to the  

Church Financial Secretary,  

Dinette Myers, 1244 Country Heights Lane,  

West Liberty, IA  52776. 
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OFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES 

MAY 7, 2020 

CALL TO ORDER by Board Chair Leon Larson.  

Those present by Zoom were Gary Hahn, Margaret 

Barnhart, Blaine Kelly, Lori Brooke, Susan Deahr, 

Vince Ottaway, Holly Gingerich, Pastor Marian, 

Treasurer Keith Barnhart, and Secretary Katie 

Thrasher. 

DEVOTION TIME Pastor Marian spoke about 

National Day of Prayer and asked for suggestions on 

who to pray for.   

OPEN IN PRAYER 

APPROVAL OF DOCKET move to approve 1st Vince 

O., 2nd Blaine K., unanimously approved by the Board.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES approved as read.   

TREASURER’S REPORT Keith Barnhart reported he 
had to move another $3,000 from savings to checking.  
A total of $9,000 has been moved so far this year from 
Savings to Checking.  In March he paid $212 for lawn 
mower repair, and paid the last 1/3 of the per capita for 
each mission.  In April he paid Noe Barnabe $1,230.00 
for the landscaping work he did, that will come out of 
the Irey funds.  We also received the quarterly Watters 
Fund check for $1,389.87. Keith paid the quarterly 
withholding to State and IRS totaling $1,694.87.  April 
contributions were $4,150.  We are down a little less 
than 20% in giving this year as compared to last year at 
this time.  April giving was 47% less than last year.  Bret 
has been cleaning the Sunday School rooms since there 
is not regular cleaning to be done.   
 

Start of March balance      $5,100.30 
         Receipts                               $11,170.02 
         Sub Total                              $16,270.32 
         Disbursements                      $9,156.26 
         Ending Balance                    $7,114.06 
                     Board Checking       (6,120.66) 
 

Start of April balance      $7,114.06 
         Receipts                               $8,562.09 
         Sub Total                              $15,676.15 
         Disbursements                      $14,699.39 
         Ending Balance                    $976.76 
                     Board Checking       (9,868.74) 
 
Leon shared a letter he and Mary Larson wrote 
regarding giving during the pandemic.  Leon asked 
Keith for his input.  Keith and the Board agree that a 
letter should be sent and approve Leon’s letter.  Katie 

will send it in the mail and email it to the 
congregation.   
 

Leon spoke about the current South Ottumwa State 
Bank CD offers that Jason Cassady has discussed 
with him for the Irey bequest money.  Keith and the 
Board agree it is a good idea to put most of the money 
into a CD.  It is a 1% interest for 1 year with no 
penalty for removing part of the money to use if the 
church needs it.  Motion to put $400,000 of the Irey 
money into a CD with 1% interest for 1 year at the 
South Ottumwa State Bank 1st Margaret B., 2nd Vince 
O., unanimously approved by the Board.   This will 
leave about $173,000 of the Irey money in the savings 
account.   
 

PASTOR’S REPORT March/April 2020 
My pandemic routine: 
Spend up to 4 hours in the church office preparing for 
worship, sermon, taking care of email and phone 
messages, being on hand for anyone in need of food or 
other assistance. 
Walking the hallways or trail for physical and mental 
health. 
Making phone calls to those in care centers or homes, 
especially those not in contact by Zoom. 
Stressing out over whether Zoom will work. 
Attending other Zoom meetings for the Presbytery, 
Region, and Synod. 
Christian Conference Center has made the hard decision 
not to have a traditional camping season this year.  I will 
be surprised if Camp Wyoming does not do the same. 
Participating in drive by birthdays and sympathy 
parades. 
Cleaning out file cabinets. 
Helping with the food pantry on Saturday mornings, 
some Thursdays and some random days for packing up 
boxes ahead of time. 
Applied for a grant from Greater Muscatine Foundation 
for Min. Assoc. Help Fund. 
 

Things I’m concerned about: 
People who are lonely, afraid, depressed, financially 
struggling, not taking pandemic seriously, sick, grieving, 
falling through the cracks 
How to ‘open back up’ first us, then other groups, how? 
When? Board discussed and agreed to wait and 
reevaluate when to ‘open back up’ for at least 6 
weeks.  Board agrees that we need to keep the 
congregation informed that we are considering all 
options.  Other accommodations will need to be made 
once we do begin to gather together again.  This may 
include accommodations for communion, singing, 



passing the peace, fellowship time, greeting, and so 
forth.     
Cleaning after each group.  Can we expect Bret will be 
able or willing to come in and disinfect adequately? 
Leon has found a disinfectant that can be sprayed 
into the air and lasts for around 30 days on surfaces.   
Christian Education, I feel we’ve dropped the ball, not 
providing anything of substance for children and youth.  
Resuming WOW online or weekly curbside packet 
pickups, VBS?  Does Jason have time or energy to 
continue?  Activate committee to work on this. Katie 
explained lessons are being shared on Facebook 
messenger to all families who are active in 
WOW/Sunday School.  Pastor Marian said she has 
some new VBS ideas to share with Jason so asked 
Katie to have Jason call her.   
Board thanks Pastor Marian for all her extra work 
during this time.   
 

ONGOING BUSINESS:  
1. Replacing hallway and classroom lights with LED or 

Electronic ballasts.  Leon will continue to talk with 
Kessler about replacing the ballasts.  

2. CD Proposal from South Ottumwa State Bank – see 
the treasurer’s report 

3. Landscaping work- Noe Barnabe did a lot of work 
around the church and down by the tree line off 
of the parking lot.  He’ll contact Leon before he 
comes back to do the approved touch-up of the 
landscaping.   

4. Kitchen Health certification – Gary H. spoke with 
Cory, our kitchen inspector, and we are set for 1 year 
from the last permit issued.  That was July 27, 2019.  
Everyone who uses the kitchen is covered as long as 
it is for non-profit use.  Gary does not need to take 
the certification class the Board previously asked 
him to take as our kitchen will not be used for profit 
needs.  Gary will keep a calendar of when the 
kitchen is used and by what group.  The permit 
posted at the Fair Stand during the 2019 Fair is the 
permit the inspector issued for our kitchen.  Gary 
will bring the permit back to the church kitchen and 
post it.  Gary will contact Cory in July 2020 to have 
the permit renewed again.  The cost will be approx. 
$40.   

5.   Needs Assessment – Board divides the bequest 3 ways.  
1)Mission/Ministry 2) Immediate Maintenance 3) 
Future Maintenance.   

Suggestions gathered so far: Names behind suggestions 
are who is going to look into costs associated with the 
project.   
Immediate Maintenance  ABCD – Blaine’s meeting 
with VPS for the roof was postponed due to Covid-19.  

A. Consider installing a carport/canopy outside the 
main entrance - Susan D. has drawings of possible 
carport/canopy.   

B. Consider improving the handicap parking area and 
replacing the bad patches of concrete in the 
parking lot. - Vince O. received a quote from All 
American Concrete of $7,000 but if we added a 
carport/canopy that amount would change.   

C. Consider maintenance of the roof, kitchen leak. - 
1) fixes spots on roof 2) replacing roof 3) 
Carport/Canopy 4) Awning for 6 doors.  Susan 
and Blaine – Roof.  Lori – doors in kitchen 
hallway that allow water in when it rains.   

D. Consider burying outside downspouts. - Lori  
E. Consider replacing the pew seat cushions. – Holly 

will look into this before the next Board 
meeting.   

F. Consider replacing the doors between sanctuary 
and fellowship.  Holly will try to get some more 
information and visual examples to show the 
Board.  The estimate for new doors is between 
$7,000-$15,000.  

G. Consider cleaning the Fellowship Hall carpet. - 
Dillon Brooke estimates cost would be 
$1,002.68 (in file).  Board agrees this should be 
done every other year or so.  Done. Dillon also 
worked in closing the inlet on the Fair Stand 
and will paint it soon.   

H. Consider replacing or fixing the south door in the 
Fellowship Hall (fix lock). – Blaine will look into 
this.   

I. Consider having a professional landscaper come 
in twice a year to cleanup/trim up outside trees 
and bushes. - (could also use Future maint. Funds 
for this) Leon. Done 

J. Consider a larger storage shed for mower and yard 
supplies, storage needs. Lori found a company in 
Wilton that has premade sheds but hasn’t been 
able to talk to anyone yet.   
 

Mission/Ministry  
K. Consider finding an emergency stay 

option/building a small home or purchasing a 
trailer/consider separate accommodations within 
the church for emergency housing needs.   

L. Consider local and worldly mission outreach 
including both denominations church camps 

M. Consider adding a laundry facility to the church 
building  

N. Consider offering classes to those in the 
community to help with budgeting and other life 
skills.  Offer support to families and those in need 
in our community. 



 Future Maintenance. 
O. Consider replacing the outside water faucet/hose 

hookups – Leon will call Chowns Appliance to 
see if they would like to bid on this project.   

P. Consider having a professional landscaper come 
in twice a year to cleanup/trim up outside trees 
and bushes. - (could also use Future maint. Funds 
for this) - Done 

Q. Consider cleaning up evergreens and adding new 
trees to empty spots between FCU and 
Community Center with tree contractor. Done 

R. Consider needs the manse may have such as 
AC/furnace, carpet, windows, shower in master 
bathroom and other plumbing structures. - Pastor 
Marian says the surround and door of the manse 
shower could be replaced at some point.  The 
toilet in the basement leaks as well.  Dillon fixed 
a light on the front porch and some siding 
recently.  Leon will call someone about 
removing a tree on the manse property.   

S. Consider cleaning or replacing the pew seat 
cushions. – Holly will look into this.   

T. Consider saving funds for future furnace 
replacement needs.  Put in future maintenance of 
the church fund. - Report that Keith included in 
Treasurer's report averages $10,000/year. 

 

Trustee Work to be done 
1. Manse soffits need to be looked at – Darren 

Brooke will fix this soon.   
2. Church soffits need to be refilled with foam - Lori  
3. Install new or replace batteries in old smoke 

detectors throughout church - Blaine 
4. Upright Freezer in the kitchen - Blaine 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1.Letter regarding pledges and donations- See 

Treasurer’s report 
2.Holly will speak with Jason Cassady at South 

Ottumwa State Bank about direct deposit to make 
donations automatic.   

3.Fair Stand – Lori will email those who normally 
participate in preparing for the fair and see what 
their thoughts are on participating in the fair this 
year.   

 
ADJOURNMENT move to adjourn 1st Vince O., 2nd 
Gary H., unanimously approved by the Board 
PRAYER CONCERNS SHARED 
CLOSING PRAYER 
MEETING June 4, 2020 at 6:30pm 

 

 
JUNE 

4 Makenna Deahr 
6 Joel Murphy 

6 Courtney Wendt 
6 Travis Maurer 

8 Jodi Kelly 
9 Keith Barnhart 
9 Tasha Wiele 

10 Charles Brooke 
11 Walt Lehman 
13 Dustin Noble 
13 Lisa Murphy 
14 Linda Minor 

16 Jill Koellner Perkins 
16 Heather Powers 
17 Harper Wieland 
17 Katie Thrasher 

18 Ella Mae Hambright 
18 Kaden Wiele 
19 Dean Phelps 

                                   20 Jay Steen 
22 Jesse Reed 

24 Brent Benge 
27 Brian Benge 

                   27 Vince Ottaway 
                 27 Brandon Harned 

                               28 Samira Deahr 
                                 30 June Phelps 

 

 
JUNE 

2 Ken & Linda Minor 
7 Bob & Linda Foor 

15 Ken & Brenda Wright 
15 Dustin & Katherine Brooks 

18 Vince & Letha Ottaway 
20 Gary & Joyce Hahn 

22 Tom & Susan Lehman 
23 James & Jeni Laughlin 

24 Joel & Lisa Murphy 
28 Mike & Susan Deahr 
30 Blaine & Jodi Kelly



 


