
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 I’ve been inundated with emails advertising 
thermometers that take one’s temperature from a 
distance, no touching necessary.  That kind of describes 
how pastoral care feels right now.  I’m not sure I’ve got 
an accurate reading, not sure who’s feeling totally out of 
the loop, not sure who’s faking they’re doing ok, not 
sure who’s suffering in silence, not sure who’s thriving.  
It may be some small comfort to know that your pastor 
has done a lot more praying than usual, holding many of 
you up by name. 
 Lately, I’ve been getting more and more articles 
sent to me from both denominations with regards to 
‘opening back up.’  It seems most people feel this should 
be done after some planning has been made.  Obviously, 
we won’t feel comfortable throwing open the doors and 
assuming we can do things as we’ve always done them.  
The need for precautions will continue in order to protect 
our vulnerable.  Let’s face it, we’re all vulnerable even if 
we macho our way through life.  We’ll probably do 
things in increments.  I know that’s going to be harder 
for some than others to accept and support.  Please pray 
for the Board as we meet May 7, by Zoom, to begin the 
discernment process. 
 One way to look into the future is as musicians 
doing a remix.  We take something we love and add to it 
or tweak it.  We add fresh ears and eyes, new talent.  We 
jazz something up or slow it down or improvise.  But we 
have to have a basic goal, with some concrete steps in 
place, and we do it for enjoyment, enhancement, and the 
overall good of the whole. 
 I’ve noticed I’m much more prone to swings in 
my emotions and motivational levels, like I’m on a kids’ 
rollercoaster, not a wild monster ride, with ups and 
downs and a little bit of twisting and turning.  Whether 
or not the sun is shining factors in, so does the wind, so 
does what I eat.  So, here’s a big leap: maybe the Triune 
God also factors in-the Creator speaks and shines 
through in many ways, the Holy Spirit blows where she 
wills, sometimes aggravatingly so, and the Son comforts 
in the most common of ways-food, drink, rest, 
contemplation.  God be with us ‘til we meet again! 
 Pastor Marian 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH RECORD 

April 2020 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND by 

Zoom 

April 5  40 

April 12  50 

April 19  28 

April 26  28 

 $4,150.00  

 

MAY LECTIONARY 

Fourth Sunday 

of Easter 
May 3, 2020  

*Acts 2:42-
47 

Psalm 23  

1 Peter 2:19-
25 

John 
10:1-10 

Fifth Sunday of 

Easter 
May 10, 2020 

*Acts 7:55-
60 

Psalm 
31:1-5, 15-
16 

1 Peter 2:2-10 

John 
14:1-14 

Sixth Sunday of 

Easter 
May 17, 2020 

*Acts 
17:22-31 

Psalm 
66:8-20 

1 Peter 3:13-
22 

John 
14:15-
21 

Ascension of 

the Lord 
May 21, 2020 

*Acts 1:1-
11 

Psalm 47 
or 
Psalm 93 

Ephesians 
1:15-23 

Luke 
24:44-
53 

Seventh 

Sunday of 

Easter 
May 24, 2020 
(If Ascension not 

observed here) 

*Acts 1:6-
14 

Psalm 
68:1-10, 
32-35 

1 Peter 4:12-
14; 5:6-11 

John 
17:1-11 

Visitation of 

Mary to 

Elizabeth  
May 31, 2020 

*1 Samuel 
2:1-10 

Psalm 113  

Romans 12:9-
16b 

Luke 
1:39-57 

Day of 

Pentecost 
May 31, 2020  

*Acts 2:1-
21 
or 
Numbers 

11:24-30 

Psalm 
104:24-34, 
35b 

1 Corinthians 
12:3b-13 
or 
Acts 2:1-21 

John 
20:19-
23 
or 
John 

7:37-39 
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Music Notes 

Talk about uncertainty!  This month's newsletter 
article will not include plans & schedules.  If we're 
fortunate enough to be safe and comfortable returning to 
in-person services and rehearsals, mass emails will be 
sent to our choir members.  In the meantime, some of the 
words in this old song seem eerily appropriate for May, 
2020. 
 

MAY each day in the week be a good day, 

MAY the Lord always watch over you, 

MAY all of your hopes turn to wishes, 

And MAY all of your wishes come true. 
 

Until we can once again share our ministry 
through music in the fullest sense, our prayer for all of 
you is health and happiness.  It doesn't seem like too 
much to ask, and yet it seems like all we really need.  
Blessings to all of you!!! 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: chunky canned soups, 
canned veggies, canned fruits, dish and laundry 
detergent, shampoos, soap, toothpaste, rice. 

 
STEWARDSHIP/MINISTRY UPDATE 

 The community food pantry is being supported 
so generously right now!  Every week three or more 
sizeable checks have come through the mail.  Our 
volunteers have stayed healthy, praise God! And are 
keeping the shelves and wagons full.  Thank you if 
you’ve been a part of that. 
 Ed Moreno asked to head up the community 
garden plot again this year.  He has tilled it and is 
waiting to plant according to our wishes.  Pastor Marian 
is working with him on making those decisions.  This 
year there will be fewer varieties of tomatoes and 
peppers, green beans, cabbage, and squash planted for 
pantry use.  If any family or individual would like to 
claim a row or two for personal gardening, there is 
space.  Contact the church office to make arrangements.  
We will plant a section strictly for pollinators as well.  
Volunteers welcome later in helping us weed and 
harvest. 

The Ministerial Association Help Fund has also 
received a couple of checks.  Pastor Marian is still 
expecting a surge of need to hit any time.  Having served 
62 families last year when things were ‘normal’ the need 
is going to grow exponentially as more are unemployed 
longer.  Thank you if you’ve supported this ministry, as 
well. 
 Camp Wyoming lost their first two weeks of 
camp income when Covid-19 forced TTT to cancel.  
This amounts to a $20,000 deficit to begin the season.  

Further camps are still up in the air.  Christian 
Conference Center is also discerning whether to start 
camps as scheduled in the first part of June or wait.  
These are both VITAL ministries to our children and 
youth.  PLEASE support them as generously as you can. 
 
GRATITUDE LISTS WANTED 

 In your spare time, how about making a gratitude 
list?  Go through the alphabet and think of things 
beginning with each letter, as many as you can.  Write 
them down and send them to the church, email or hard 
copy.  Pastor Marian would like to use them in the future 
in one of our worship experiences. 
 
PANDEMIC, PANDAMONIUM, PANDORA  

 Chaos, uncontrolled spreading, prevalent, riotous 
uproar, escape of all that is evil!  Those are words used 
in the dictionary to describe the above.   
 Let’s continue to combat them by PONDERING 
ways to spread a PLETHORA of joy, peace, love, 
encouragement, positivity, hope, and help.  We can turn 
this challenging time PARADOXICALLY into a time of 
blessing.  

 

GRADUATING SENIORS 
 Any graduating high school seniors, who are 
active in the church, that would like to apply for the 
Congregational Life scholarship, please email the 
church office (firstchurchunited@gmail.com) to 

request a scholarship form. They are due in the office 
Sunday May 10. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Hello Church family! 
Let me cut straight to the chase… I miss you all. :-). It 
has been a long few weeks without our mutual 
fellowship together!  The Zoom services on Sunday 
morning have been nice, but they are not enough. I miss 
the warm hugs. I miss the passing of the peace, shaking 
hands and seeing the friendly smiles.  I miss the kids’ 
excitement as they race down the hall toward the Sunday 
school room.  I miss feeling the cloud of witnesses 
gather, and the strength and power emanating from the 
congregation as we pray together during joys and 
concerns.  I miss being moved to tears by the music and 
thinking about all the impactful times in my life that that 
particular song has played an important part.  
 
And, as an act of faith, I let myself appreciate that 
longing for those things since I know that this too shall 
pass. Since I know that God is guiding us. Since I know 
that we will get through this. And on the other side, 
things will be different, but we will once again be 

mailto:firstchurchunited@gmail.com


reunited.  We will have all grown in different ways, 
since we are all experiencing this situation 
independently.  And when we do reunite, it will be great 
to see how much the kids have grown.  It will be great to 
hear the stories of how you each made it through this 
time.  It will be great to once again shake hands, and 
hug, and sing together. 
 
In the meanwhile, here is hoping that you all are utilizing 
some of the extra free time to delve deeper into the 
Scriptures.  I pray that you are all feeling the presence of 
your Maker as you seek understanding, consolation and 
guidance from Him.  May the Spirit uplift you and 
support you so that you may uplift and support others. 
 
In Jesus name,  
Jason 

Children’s Education Lectionary for May 

found at www.sermon4kids.com 

4th Sunday of Easter  
The Good Shepherd's Voice 

5th Sunday of Easter  
Jesus Is the Way 

6th Sunday of Easter  
The Comforter 

7th Sunday of Easter  
Standing Together as One 

Ascension Sunday  
Up, Up and Away! 

 

 
Linda Minor's new address is: 

 

Bickford Assisted Living, Room 106 
3500 Lower West Branch Road 

Iowa City, IA  52245 
 

 

Please mail your offering to the  

Church Financial Secretary,  

Dinette Myers, 1244 Country Heights Lane,  

West Liberty, IA  52776. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY  
1  Carla Sphar 

10  Mike Phelps 
10  Joyce Hahn 
11 Blaine Kelly 
11 Arnie Hart 
12 Adeep Giri 

15  Jan Koellner 
15  Brad Akers 
18  Zach Irwin 

18  Brooks Reed 
18  Rolo Galvan 
19  Pat Nortman 
23  Ryan Deahr 

27  Andy Nortman 
27  Marian Hart 
29  Betty Burton 

 

 
MAY 

5th Jared & Samira Deahr 
7th Filmore & Marjory Melick 

19th Scott & Angie Brooke 
27th Tom & Janet Woody 
27th Jason & Katie Thrasher 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sermons4kids.com/shepherds_voice.htm
https://sermons4kids.com/jesus-is-the-way-htm
https://sermons4kids.com/comforter.htm
https://sermons4kids.com/standing_together_as_one.htm
https://sermons4kids.com/up_up_and_away.htm

