
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 Over the weekend, Richard and I added to our 
window art.  We now have flowers, birds, a butterfly and 
a bee.  I thank Emily Reed for sharing this idea.  I 
believe something about it has been choreographed by 
God. 
 Yesterday afternoon Arnie, Richard, and I went 
down to the cabin to do some work.  We taped and 
painted woodwork and window frames, cleaned up 
sawdust, gathered up trash and recyclables, and Arnie 
started a new little project.  I admit I was not in the mood 
for doing this.  But as always, the presence of the river 
calmed my spirit.  I was able to take a walk in the trees, 
hearing the song of birds and frogs and breeze, seeing 
the sprouts on wildflowers and a couple of eagles, 
feeling safe and free for the first time in a couple of 
weeks.  I believe something in the encounter was 
choreographed by God. 

I got up early enough to get to Muscatine for 
early shopping for the elderly.  Acknowledging my 
elderliness is something I didn’t enjoy.  I was second in 
line.  We both had our masks on.  I decided to do 
something out of character and strike up a conversation 
with the other woman waiting.   In ten minutes, I learned 
she and her husband have been sheltering in their 
farmhouse for a month!  They both have cancer.  She 
had experienced shopping at another store and having 
people crowd their space, reaching in front of them to 
grab something off a shelf.  She shared she was trying to 
get enough supplies for a whole month again.  I could 
tell she was a little afraid.  She asked what I was doing to 
keep myself busy.  I shared I was a pastor and able to 
still go to church and work by myself.  I was doing a 
little window artwork and more writing, practicing 
pastoral care by phone call.  I will add her and her 
husband and others like them to my daily prayers.  I will 
not recognize her if I see her again, but I believe there 
was something in the encounter that was choreographed 
by God. 

Today I typed up little notes to place under the 
windshield wipers of those who are still van-pooling and 
parking in our lot and the daycare workers.  They say 
“I’ve been praying for you.  Pastor Marian.”  I hope that  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

action was choreographed by God and will bring peace 
and encouragement to someone who needs it.   

Wednesday, Mario and I plan to window peek at 
Simpson Home and Heath Manor again.  This time we 
will be dressed as clowns and carry signs that say “Jesus 
loves you.  No Foolin’!” as it will be April Fool’s Day.  I 
pray our Divine Choreographer will continue to guide 
our steps and inspire our imaginations to continue 
ministry in new ways. 

Jesus said several times his time had not yet 
come.  He waited for his Father to choreograph his 
ministry and his next steps.  This Sunday will be Palm or 
Passion Sunday.  We won’t celebrate it in our usual 
manner until a later date.  The same with Easter.  I urge 
you to read the first 20 chapters of Matthew before this 
Sunday.  Then read a chapter a day during holy week 
and end with the account of the resurrection on Easter.  
Consider the ways Jesus’ life and ministry was planned.  
The many unexpected things that happened along the 
way and the things that were so hard for the disciples to 
understand at the time.  And know that God had it all in 
control the whole time.   It is the same with our lives.  
We face the unknown, the unexpected, the good, bad, 
and ugly, invest our blood, sweat, and tears, and may not 
know or understand the total plan God has in store for 
us.  Know this, God still has it all under control.  
Whatever you encounter today, there is something 
choreographed by God. 

God’s peace to you as we continue, one day at a 
time, to trust in God. 

Pastor Marian 
 

CHURCH RECORD 

March 2020 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

March 1 $2,633.54 61 

March 8 NA 50 

March 15 NA 29 

March 22 NA Approx. 50 

March 29 $2,580 Approx. 45 
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Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 
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APRIL LECTIONARY 

Liturgy of 

the Passion 
April 5, 2020 
Sixth Sunday 

in Lent  

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Psalm 
31:9-16 

Philippians 
2:5-11 

Matthew 
26:14-
27:66 
or 
Matthew 

27:11-54 

Maundy 
Thursday 
April 9, 2020 
Holy 
Thursday  

Exodus 12:1-4, 
(5-10), 11-14 

Psalm 
116:1-2, 
12-19 

1 Corinthians 
11:23-26 

John 13:1-
17, 31b-35 

Good Friday 
April 10, 2020 
ART -- 
PRAYER 

Isaiah 52:13-
53:12 

Psalm 
22 

Hebrews 
10:16-25 
or 
Hebrews 
4:14-16; 5:7-
9 

John 18:1-
19:42 

Holy Saturday 
April 11, 2020 
ART -- 
PRAYER 

Job 14:1-14 
or 
Lamentations 
3:1-9, 19-24 

Psalm 
31:1-4, 
15-16 

1 Peter 4:1-8 

Matthew 
27:57-66 
or 
John 
19:38-42 

Resurrection 
of the Lord 
April 12, 2020 
Easter Day  

*Acts 10:34-43 
or 
Jeremiah 31:1-6 

Psalm 
118:1-2, 
14-24 

Colossians 
3:1-4 
or 
Acts 10:34-
43 

John 20:1-
18 
or 
Matthew 
28:1-10 

Second 
Sunday of 
Easter 
April 19, 2020  

*Acts 2:14a, 
22-32 

Psalm 
16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 
20:19-31 

Third Sunday 
of Easter 
April 26, 2020  

*Acts 2:14a, 
36-41 

Psalm 
116:1-4, 
12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-
23 

Luke 
24:13-35 

 

Music Notes 

Our music schedule for Wednesdays and 
Sundays have been put on hold for now as we practice 
our social distancing and keep one another safe and 
healthy.  However, music is a great way to help us cope 
with this situation.  I encourage you to sing your favorite 
hymns.  Sing them loud!  In fact, sing or play any of 
your favorite music and I guarantee it will lift your 
spirits!!  The chime and chancel choir will resume 
rehearsals as soon as it is safe to do so.  Until then, keep 
praying, keep singing and keep the faith!!  

 
 
WEST LIBERTY AQUARIUS CLUB BLOOD DRIVE 

will be held April 6th at First Church United from 2-
7p.m. All CDC requirements will be followed.  You 

must have an appointment to give.  Please email 
Rhonda Jensen at rhonda_jensen@hotmail.com or 
call her at 319-643-5826 to set up an appointment. 

 

Our deepest sympathy to the Newcomb 
family.  Prayers of comfort and strength as 

you mourn the loss of Curt. 

 
GRADUATING SENIORS 

Any graduating high school seniors, who are active in 
the church, that would like to apply for the 
Congregational Life scholarship, please email the 
church office (firstchurchunited@gmail.com) to 
request a scholarship form. They are due in the office 
Sunday May 10 and the reception is following the 
service May 24. 
 

We would like to stay in touch with you and ask 
that you please like the First Church United, 

West Liberty Facebook page 
 

Please use marianhart54@gmail.com when 

emailing Pastor Marian.   
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Hello Church family. 
Here is hoping that the end of March and the 

beginning of April marks a new leaf, spring coming forth 
to bring new life.  I hope you are all well and warm and 
properly quarantined. It has been a challenge to not 
spend time with and share the good news and ideas of 
our Christian faith with your children during these 
socially distant times. I hope that you are using the 
Ministry to Children lesson plans that we are forwarding 
to you each Wednesday.  Please use this time to bond 
with your children and reinforce with them that God’s 
people have been through such challenges before and 
have come through them with renewed faith and 
strength.   The Zoom worship has been successful on 
Sunday mornings, and it would be great to see more 
young faces on the screens to bring forth a sense of 
community despite our physical isolation.  

Attached, is another resource for you to utilize 
with your children. Look forward to seeing you when all 
of this is over. :-) Have faith that this will not last 
forever! 
Yours in Christ, Jason 
Easter lessons, crafts, activities 
 

 

OFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES 

March 5, 2020 6:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER by Board Chair Leon Larson.  

Those present were Gary Hahn, Jo Noble, Margaret 
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Barnhart, Blaine Kelly, Lori Brooke, Pastor Marian, 

Treasurer Keith Barnhart, and Secretary Katie 

Thrasher 

DEVOTION TIME Pastor Marian read from John.  

Discussion on being reborn, what the kingdom looks 

like and if you are in it.   

OPEN IN PRAYER by Pastor Marian. 

APPROVAL OF DOCKET add kitchen license.  

Move to approve docket with addition 1st Gary H., 2nd 

Jo N., unanimously approved by the Board.   

TREASURER’S REPORT Keith Barnhart reports 

Financial Secretary Dinette Myers has received more 

pledges making the total pledges for 2020 $60,520.00 

which was about the amount pledged for 2019.   

 Nothing unusual for monthly expenses.  

Receipts were $7,191.80 for February.  Endowment 

fund interest is sitting in the checking account but will 

be moved to line #2108 when able to move.   

 Keith will move money recently donated 

specifically for projector bulbs to future maintenance 

of the church fund for when we need to change the 

bulbs.   

 Move to approve Treasurer’s report 1st Lori B., 

2nd Gary H., unanimously approved by the Board.   
 

Start of February balance      $1,828.34 
         Receipts                               $13,343.82 
         Sub Total                              $15,172.16 
         Disbursements                      $10,071.86 
         Ending Balance                    $5,100.30 
                     Board Checking       (8,134.42) 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES move to approve 1st 

Blaine K., 2nd Margaret B., unanimously approved by 

the Board.   

PASTOR’S REPORT  
 Pastor Marian told the Board that Susan 
Deahr will be the Endowment Committee Treasurer 
now as Gerald Myers is retiring from that position.   
 

ONGOING BUSINESS:  
Inside the Church 
1. Spoke of replacing hallway and classroom lights 

with LED or Electronic balasts.  -tabled.  
2. Pastor Marian suggests we have a kitchen supply 

coordinator volunteer to keep such things as 
coffee, grape juice for communion, napkins, 
sugar… in supply.  Board suggests we ask for a 

volunteer in the enews/newsletter.  Jo Noble has 
volunteered.  Thank you Jo! 

3. Blaine asks if the Presbytery or Disciples office 
would have someone we could talk to about how 
to handle the Irey estate funds and still have access 

to it.  Katie read an email Susan D. received 
from West Liberty State Bank outline terms and 
rates if the Board chose to put the Irey estate 
funds into a CD.  

4.  Board will look at list of items in lockbox to see 
what can be added to the archives (at the WLPL) 
and removed from the lockbox to make room for 
blueprints of church projects.   

5.   Needs Assessment –  Board divides the bequest 3 
ways.  1)Mission/Ministry 2) Immediate 
Maintenance  3) Future Maintenance.  Leon asks 
the Board and members to keep in mind that we are 
still gathering data.   

Suggestions gathered so far: Names behind suggestions 
are who is going to look into costs associated with the 
project.   
Immediate Maintenance   

ABCE- Blaine K. has a meeting with VPS scheduled 
for next week.   

A. Consider installing a carport/canopy outside 
the main entrance - Susan D. has drawings of 
possible carport/canopy.   

B. Consider improving the handicap parking area 
and replacing the bad patches of concrete in the 
parking lot.- Vince O. received a quote from All 
American Concrete of $7,000 but if we added a 
carport/canopy that amount would change.   

C. Consider maintenance of the roof, kitchen leak. 
- Susan D. will speak with Morrison 
Construction for 1) fixes spots on roof 2) 
replacing roof 3) Carport/Canopy 4) Awning 

for 6 doors.  Lori will ask Dillon & Darren 
Brooke to look at the doors in the kitchen 
hallway that allow water in when it rains to 
see what needs to be done to fix those.   

D. Consider burying outside downspouts.- Lori B. 
will look into this. 

E. Consider replacing the pew seat cushions.- 
Holly 

F. Consider replacing the doors between sanctuary 
and fellowship - Holly G. contacted a company 
out of Wisconsin who estimate between $7,000-
$15,000 depending on type of panels.  That 
does not include installation.  Board would like 
to move forward with replacing doors between 
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.   



G. Consider cleaning the Fellowship Hall carpet.- 
Dillon Brooke estimates cost would be 
$1,002.68 (in file).  Board agrees this should be 
done every other year or so.  Board agrees the 
carpet should be cleaned after WOW is done 
for the school year.  

H. Consider replacing or fixing the south door in 
the Fellowship Hall (fix lock).- Need to see how 
much replacing or fixing the lock would cost.  

Blaine K. will call to have the doors/locks 
looked at.   

I. Consider having a professional landscaper 
come in twice a year to cleanup/trim up outside 

trees and bushes. Leon L. talked with Noe 
Bernabe about cleaning up the yard and doing 
landscaping. Noe would charge $500 and 
would come back 1 or 2 times a year to 
weed/maintain.  Noe could also remove snow 
removal debris from the areas the snow was 
plowed to, dead branches and unwanted new 
growth from the tree line between the parking 
lot and the Community Center (item Q) for 
$650.  Move to ask Noe Bernabe to do both 
jobs and that payment will come out of the 
Irey estate funds 1st Margaret B., 2nd Lori B., 
unanimously approved by the Board.   

J. Consider a larger storage shed for mower and 
yard supplies, storage needs. Need more 
information. Lori B. looked into shed’s and 
found they run anywhere between $2,400-
$12,000 for a 10x20.  She found a shed (Easy 

Build Smart Panels) for $2,500.  Board needs to 
decide how large the shed should be for our 
needs.  Lori B. will do some measuring to see 
how a 10 x 20 shed would fit in the lot.  
 

Mission/Ministry  

K. Consider finding an emergency stay 
option/building a small home or purchasing a 
trailer/consider separate accommodations 
within the church for emergency housing 
needs.   

L. Consider local and worldly mission outreach 
including both denominations church camps. 

M. Consider adding a laundry facility to the church 
building – Margaret B. contacted Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Muscatine who runs a 
Laundry with Love program.  Through this 
program people get vouchers and volunteers 
provide laundry soup to a local laundromat.  
Volunteers and people in need of this service 
come into a laundromat twice a month for 

certain hours a day.  People know about the 
program by word of mouth.  Board asks 
Pastor Marian to discuss this with the 
Ministerial Association for their interest, if 
they’d like to partner and then we also need to 
do more research to see how this would be 
successful in West Liberty.   

N. Consider offering classes to those in the 
community to help with budgeting and other 
life skills.  Offer support to families and those in 
need in our community. 

  
Future Maintenance. 

O. Consider replacing the outside water 
faucet/hose hookups - Holly G. had Dane 
Lovell look at the faucets.  Dane felt it may be 
easier and more cost effective to replace them 
based on the type than to fix what’s there. Leon 
L. will contact Dane to see if he has any interest 
in replacing the hookups and what an estimate 
might be.  

P. Consider having a professional landscaper 
come in twice a year to cleanup/trim up outside 
trees and bushes. - (could also use Future 
maint. Funds for this) *See item I.  

Q. Consider cleaning up evergreens and adding 
new trees to empty spots between FCU and 

Community Center with tree contractor. *See 
item I. 

R. Consider needs the manse may have such as 
AC/furnace, carpet, windows, shower in 
master bathroom and other plumbing 
structures. - Pastor Marian says the surround 
and door of the manse shower could be 
replaced at some point.  The toilet in the 
basement leaks as well.   

S. Consider cleaning or replacing the pew seat 
cushions. - Holly 

T. Consider replacing Projector. 

U. Consider outside seating with shade with 
concrete pad that includes conduit. 

V. Consider saving funds for future furnace 
replacement needs.  Put in future maintenance 
of the church fund.- Report that Keith included 
in Treasurer's report averages $10,000/year. 

 

Trustee Work to be done 
1. Manse soffits need to be looked at – tabled   
2. Church soffits need to be refilled with foam – 

tabled. 
3. Install new or replace batteries in old smoke 

detectors throughout church – Blaine K. will 
look into this.   



4. Upright Freezer in the kitchen – Blaine K. will 
look at it.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Kitchen License – we need to put a license in 

the church’s name.  Gary would be willing to 
be the supervisor, after completing food safety 
training, if groups use the kitchen for profit if 
needed.  Board suggests each group that wants 
to use the kitchen get a temporary license for 
their event. Cost is approximately $40.  Gary 
H. will research how to get a group license so 
we can provide that information when a group 
needs to use the kitchen to make food they will 
sell.   

2. Endowment requests 
a) US Citizenship class scholarships – Jan 
Koellner, $1,200. Fund C. move to approve 1st 
Lori B., 2nd Margaret B., unanimously 
approved by the Board.  
b) Infant Closet- Pastor Marian, $300. Fund C. 
move to approve 1st Lori B., 2nd Blaine K., 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
c) Campers – Pastor Marian, unknown at this 
time. Fund B. move to approve 1st Lori B., 2nd 
Gary H., unanimously approved by the Board. 
d) Alice Thrasher Camp Wyoming registration 
– Katie Thrasher, $395. Fund B. move to 
approve 1st Lori B., 2nd Blaine K., unanimously 
approved by the Board. 
e) Registration fee assistance for Thrasher 
family at Synod School – Katie Thrasher, up to 
$600. Fund B. move to approve 1st Gary H., 
2nd Lori B., unanimously approved by the 
Board. 
f) Registration assistance for Harts at Synod 
School – Pastor Marian, $110. Fund B. move 
to approve 1st Margaret B., 2nd Gary H., 
unanimously approved by the Board. 
g) Assistance for missionary Christie Brown – 
Bill Koellner, $2,000. Fund D. move to 
approve 1st Gary H., 2nd Margaret B., 
unanimously approved by the Board. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT move to adjourn 1st Jo N., 2nd 
Gary H., unanimously approved by the Board. 
PRAYER CONCERNS shared 
CLOSING PRAYER 
MEETING  April 2, 2020 at 6:30pm- Postponed  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

1 Dustin Brooks 
4 Emily McDonald 

5 Brad Sterner 
8 Blakely Deahr 
13 Kyle Miller 

17 Isaiah Galvan 
19 Brady Laughlin 
22 Tenley Murphy 
22 Gabe Gardenier 
27 Emmee Wiele 
28 Mike Morrison 

28 Nicolette Woodburn 
29 Jo Noble 

29 Jena Wiele 
 
 
 
 

 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

22 Dean & Marianne Phelps 
26 Ken & Jo Noble 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Triumphal Entry Maze 

 
Follow Jesus through the streets of Jerusalem. 

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that 

followed shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" 

Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 


