
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Oftentimes during Advent or on 
Christmas Eve we hear the words ‘the people 
walking in darkness have seen a great light.’  
This morning I am thinking about who those 
people in darkness might be and what light they 
need to see.   I’m guessing a few of them have 
been in my office or called me today.   
 Women whose religion has taught them 
not to use birth control and find themselves with 
more children than they can afford to feed and 
clothe.  Men who have abandoned such women.  
Women who have landlords terrorizing them 
with unannounced visits, cameras in hand, 
shouting threats, afraid to say anything for fear 
of losing a place to live.  Police officers not 
trained in domestic situations who pass one off 
to the sheriff’s department.  Pastors who have 
limited resources.  Families turning in 
applications for Christmas boxes so their 
children will receive toys.  Mob scenes at the 
food pantry when folks find out winter coats 
have arrived.  People who don’t have a car 
relying on friends.  Dads who work construction 
and find it gets pretty lean in the winter.  People 
with cancer needing a gas voucher to get to their 
doctor’s appointment.  Singles who are lonely.  
Spouses fearing for health concerns.  Adult 
children concerned for their parents.  Those 
grieving loss through death, divorce, 
unemployment, moving.  The list goes on. 
 But the phone also rings asking when 
clothes can be dropped off.  The hallways are 
full of food from student drives, 4-H, 
individuals.  Men walk in with checks in hand to 
give help.  Our Christmas tree has a good start 
on hats, gloves, socks.  Volunteers are planning 
to work or are already working to meet needs of 
over 100 families.  Blood drive is setting up.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bells are ringing and red buckets are filling.  The 
light is on and will stay on at First Church 
United! 
 One group is blessed with a beacon of 
hope and help, the other is blessed with the joy 
of being able to help.  Tomorrow is giving 
Tuesday, but we shouldn’t limit ourselves to one 
day’s emphasis.  May we find the light of giving 
generously and not dwell in the darkness of 
selfishness, the attitude of scarcity, or the 
judgmental seat of entitlement.  Let’s follow the 
Light of the Christ and his example.   
 Prepare ye the way of the Lord! 
 Pastor Marian 
 
 

 
The Congregational Life 
Committee would like to 

invite you to go 

Christmas Caroling to 
those who would enjoy a little 

Christmas blessing. We will meet at 4:30 on Sunday, 
December 15 at FCU.  We will have a hayrack for 

caroling.  Wear warm coats, hats, gloves, etc. and 
bring your blankets.  After caroling we will enjoy 

pizza burgers and refreshments.  

 

 

 

CHURCH RECORD 

November 2019 

DATE OFFERING ATTEND 

November 3 $1,550.00 55 

November 10 $577.43 59 

November 17 $3,192.25 52 

November 24 $964.00 69 

FIRST CHURCH UNITED 
1100 North Calhoun Street, West Liberty, Iowa 52776 

Office—627-2989    Activity Area—627-2446 
Pastor, Marian Hart 

Secretary, Katie Thrasher 
December 2019  



Music Notes 
As we light the four candles of Advent, let us consider 

this.  
 

Hope:  In our music we share the good news that there is 

always hope, through Christ. 

 

Peace:  Some selections are thoughtful, peaceful 

inspirations as we remember. 

 

Joy:  Other selections nearly explode with joyful 

excitement! 

 

Love:  And all of our music proclaims our gratitude for 

God's unconditional love. 

 

Whether you sing, play or listen, we pray the music of 

this season will be meaningful to you all. 

________________________________________ 

 

Sun., Dec. 1:  CHANCEL CHOIR and PIANO/ORGAN DUET 

Wed., Dec. 4:  Chime Choir - 6:45 to 7:30 

Chancel Choir - 7:30 to 8:30 

Sun., Dec. 8:  CHIME CHOIR 

Wed., Dec. 11:  Chime Choir plays at Heath Manor, 6:45 to 

7:15 Chancel Choir (regular rehearsal in sanctuary) - 7:30 

to 8:30 

Sun., Dec. 15:  CHANCEL and PIANO/ORGAN DUET - 

Service of Narrative and Songs 

Wed., Dec. 18:  Chime Choir - 6:45 to 7:30 

Chancel Choir - 7:30 to 8:30 

Sun., Dec. 22:  CHANCEL & CHIME CHOIRS - Service of 

Scripture and Carols, Candlelight and Communion 

Tue., Dec. 24 - CHIME & CHANCEL CHOIRS - Christmas 

Eve Service at 9:00 p.m. 

Wed., Dec. 25:  No Choir Rehearsals until 2020. 

Sun., Dec. 29:  SPECIAL MUSIC 

 
CYG NEWS 

 Regular CYG will meet Dec. 8.  Dec. 15 we will 
do a service project packaging food for Take Away 
Hunger.  Christmas break until next semester’s kick off 
night on Jan. 5.  All youth grades 6-12 are welcome! 
 
THANK YOU 

 Many thanks to those who helped with the recent 
Presbytery meeting at First Church United.  We received 
an email from the Stated Clerk that said in part: PEIA 
presbyters gathered for worship in advance of the 190th 
Stated Meeting hosted by the West Liberty, First Church 
United congregation.  After a powerful message on 
covenant community shared by CRE Marian Hart, the 
body marked its celebrated Lord’s Supper.  The offering 

was dedicated to support mission initiatives within 
PEIA. 
 The meeting adjourned just after 4 pm with all 
giving thanks for God’s amazing abundance in covenant 
community and for the warm hospitality and 
scrumptious sweet treats shared by the folks at West 
Liberty, First Church United. 
 Thanks also to those who prepared food, 
attended, and/or cleaned up at our Thanksgiving 
Community meal.  We reached out to 23 who shared 
fellowship, gratitude, and food around the tables. 
 AND thanks to those who stayed and helped 
decorate the church for Christmas after worship on 
Sunday.   
 

 
 

 

 

OFFICIAL BOARD MINUTES 

November 7, 2019 6:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER by Board Chair Joel 
Murphy.  Those present were Susan Deahr, Leon Larson, 
Syd Harned, Blaine Kelly, Vince Ottaway, Holly 
Gingerich, Treasurer Keith Barnhart, Norma Brooks, 
Dean Phelps, Wayne Noring, Lori Brooke and Secretary 
Katie Thrasher. 
OPEN IN PRAYER by Board Chair Joel Murphy 
APPROVAL OF DOCKET move to approve docket as 
presented 1st Vince O., 2nd Blaine K., unanimously 
approved by the Board.   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES Move to approve 1st Leon 
L., 2nd Holly G., unanimously approved by the Board.   
OPEN COMMENTS TO THE BOARD Norma 
Brooks, Dean Phelps and Wayne Noring spoke to the 
Board.  
Open letter to the Board was read.  
PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE Lori 
Brooke presented the Board with the results of the 
Pastoral Review questionnaire. Jared Deahr, Evelyn 
Wilkerson and Lori received a total of 13 out of 30 

Children’s Christmas Program 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 6:00p.m. 

Program will be followed by a potluck. 

All are invited! 



reports.  Discussed doing a review for feedback more 
than once a year to address congregants concerns or 
issues throughout the year and not just at the end of the 
year.  The PRC does not receive regular feedback from 
congregants but welcome it.   
 
TREASURER’S REPORT Keith Barnhart reports all 
bills are paid.  Included in the report is the expenses over 
the last 8 years for church maintenance totaling 
$79,634.  Some expenses were paid from Watters Fund, 
some from future maint. fund, and some from Boards 
share of endowment interest.  
All missions are paid for the year.  Total of $26,000 has 
been moved from savings to checking this year.  Move 
to accept the report as presented 1st Syd H., 2nd Holly 
G., unanimously approved by the Board.   
 

Start of October balance         $884.34 
         Receipts                               $48,764.29 
         Sub Total                              $49,648.63 
         Disbursements                      $48,999.84 
         Ending Balance                    $648.79 
                     Board Checking       (25,436.61) 
 
ONGOING BUSINESS:  
Inside the Church 
1. FCU Website - Joel M. reports the goal is to launch 
the website by the January annual meeting.  
2. Smoke detectors– tabled. 
3. Snow removal- the office has received one bid.  Joel 
will call to Bowers to confirm and give 
instructions/times needed done by.  Move to approve 
Bowers for snow removal for winter 2019-2020 1st 
Vince O., 2nd Syd H., unanimously approved by the 
Board.   
4. Stewardship Campaign- needs to continue to be 
addressed.  13th month campaign was suggested to help 
offset the deficit.  Board addressed concerns with our 
current budget and giving.  Board considered the church 
building issues, needs and mission.  
Board has not voted to designate any money to any 
capital projects or endowment at this time.  They are still 
considering all options.   
By the January Annual meeting the Board will share 
what they are considering to do with the Irey 
bequest.  They are trying to be good stewards of this 
bequest and do their due diligence.   
5. Furnace – Blaine K. is working on this. Suggests 
leaving thermostats around 65 degrees when church is 
not in use.   
6. Hymnals – Motion to decline the purchasing of the 
hymnals until an agreement or recommendation is given 

from the Music Ministry regardless of cost and/or 
funding source. 1st Syd H., 2nd Vince O., unanimously 
approved by the Board.   
7. Needs Assessment –  Board divides the bequest 3 
ways.  1)Mission/Ministry 2)Immediate 
Maintenance         3) Future Maintenance.   

Suggestions gathered so far:  
a. Consider installing a carport/canopy outside the main 
entrance - Susan D. has drawings of possible 
carport/canopy.  Quote should be in by the December 
meeting.   
b. Consider finding an emergency stay option/building 
a small home or purchasing a trailer/consider separate 
accommodations within the church for emergency 
housing needs.   
c. Consider improving the handicap parking area and 
replacing the bad patches of concrete in the parking lot.- 
Vince O. will speak with Jared Collins and Morrison 
Construction to get a quote. 
d. Consider adding one or more shower to the church 
building - Holly G. spoke with Dane Lovell and he said 
this was possible to accomplish but might need to speak 
with an inspector and possibly build a wall for a shower 
stall. 
e. Consider adding a laundry facility to the church 
building - Holly G. spoke with Dane Lovell who said it 
would be possible to put in a laundry facility in the 
church.    
f. Consider maintenance of the roof, kitchen leak. - 
Susan D. will speak with Morrison Construction for 1) 
fixes spots on roof 2) replacing roof 3) Carport/Canopy 
4) Awnings for 6 doors. 
g. Consider replacing the outside water faucet/hose 
hookups - Holly G. had Dane Lovell look at the 
faucets.  Dane felt it may be easier and more cost 
effective to replace them based on the type than to fix 
what’s there.  
h. Consider having a professional landscaper come in 
twice a year to cleanup/trim up outside trees and bushes. 
- (could also use Future maint. Funds for this) Leon 
i. Consider cleaning up evergreens and adding new 
trees to empty spots between FCU and Community 
Center with tree contractor. -Leon 
j. Consider burying outside downspouts.- Jim 
k. Consider needs the manse may have such as 
AC/furnace, carpet, windows, shower in master 
bathroom and other plumbing structures.- Pastor Marian 
l. Consider cleaning or replacing the pew seat 
cushions.- Holly 
m. Consider replacing the doors between sanctuary and 
fellowship - Holly G. contacted a company out of 
Wisconsin who estimate between $7,000-$15,000 



depending on type of panels.  That does not include 
installation.   
n. Consider cleaning the Fellowship Hall carpet.- Syd 
will talk to Dillon Brooke for a bid.   
o. Consider replacing Projector. 
p. Consider outside seating with shade with concrete 
pad that includes conduit. 
q. Consider replacing or fixing the south door in the 
Fellowship Hall (fix lock).- Joel M. found an average 
cost for a new door is $350 without installation. 
r. Consider saving funds for future furnace replacement 
needs.  Put in future maintenance of the church fund.- 
Report that Keith included in Treasurer's report averages 
$10,000/year. 
s. Consider local and worldly mission outreach 
including both denominations church camps. 
t. Consider extending the West Liberty bike trail. 

Outside the Church 
1. Maintenance of Landscaping  - Vince O. filled in the 
dirt needed by the north door.  Will do more with this 
area in spring. 
 
Trustee Work to be done-  
a. Manse soffits need to be looked at  
b. Church soffits need to be refilled with foam  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Nov. 21 Presbytery meeting help needed.  Katie will 

email the church and announce in church and in 
future enews and bulletins. 

2. Ash tree removal on Manse lawn email from Arnie 
Hart - Board approves the need to remove the trees 
and will look into having someone hired to take 
down the trees.  Leon Larson will look into this.   

 

ENDOWMENT REQUESTS 
1. Request by Syd Harned. Take Away Hunger meals 

prepared to help those in need around and out of the 
country -$2,000, Fund D. move to approve 1st Holly 
G., 2nd Leon L., unanimously approved by the 
Board.   

2. Request by Pastor Marian. For help to cover the cost 
of repairing a roof at Christian Conference Center. 
$2,500, Fund D. Votes were 4 Yes, 2 No. Request 
approved by majority vote.  

3. Request by Pastor Marian.  For help to cover the cost 
of new tables and chairs at Camp Wyoming. $2,500, 
Fund D. Votes were 4 Yes, 2 No. Request approved 
by majority vote.  

 

PERSONNEL RELATIONS COMMITTEE - done in 
closed session 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
CLOSING PRAYER 
MEETING  December 5, 2019 at 6:30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Workers 

December 1 

Communion /Chancel Choir 
SPEAKING ELDERS: 

Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 
COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Dean Phelps, Mary Larson, Susie Lehman, 
Vince Ottaway, Letha Ottaway, Syd Harned 

USHER: Tom Brooke 
GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR: 

 Ken & Jo Noble 
ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Keith Barnhart 
 

December 8 

Chime Choir 
USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR:  
Bill & Jan Koellner 

ORGANIST: Susie Lehman 
POWER POINT: Bill Koellner 

 

December 15 

Communion/Chancel Choir 
Narrative & Song Choir Sunday 

SPEAKING ELDERS: 

Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 
COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Dean Phelps, Mary Larson, Susie Lehman, 
Vince Ottaway, Letha Ottaway, Syd Harned 

USHER: Tom Brooke 

GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR:  

Open 
ORGANIST: Marianne Phelps 

POWER POINT: Katie Thrasher 
 

December 22 

Scripture and Carols, Candlelight and Communion 
SPEAKING ELDERS: 

Tom & Mary Pat Brooke 
COMMUNION SERVERS:  

Dean Phelps, Mary Larson, Susie Lehman, 
Vince Ottaway, Letha Ottaway, Syd Harned 

USHER: Tom Brooke 
GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR:  

The Murphy Family 
ORGANIST: Brenda Miller 

POWER POINT: Marcy Dewar 
 

 

 

December 24 

Chancel & Chime Choir 
Christmas Eve Service at 9pm 

ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 
 
 

December 29 

USHER: Tom Brooke 
GREETERS & COFFEE HOUR:  

Open 
ORGANIST: Lori Brooke 

POWER POINT: Jim Kiwala 

 

Communion preparer’s for December are 

Norma Brooks & Pat Brooke 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
7 Arnie & Marian Hart 

13 Deepak & Amrita Giri 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Susan Lehman 
3 Carolyn Benge 
4 Kelly Waters 
4 Ron Jacobs 

5 Brenda Miller 
6 Ken Minor 

6 Andy Moreland 
7 Roger Benge 

7 Breona Maurer 
9 Jessica Kelly Simon 

10 Louise McCoy 
11 Jackson Gingerich 

11 Jan McCrabb 
11 Jude Woodburn 

12 Margaret Barnhart 
 

13 Kyle Jacobs 
13 Gina Skubal 

14 Roger Johnson 
14 Dee Johnson 

17 Payton Murphy 
20 Wade Deahr 

21 Zachary Newcomb 
21 Mike Deahr 

23 Dillon Brooke 
23 Jonathan Wieland 

25 Deepak Giri 
30 Marianne Phelps 

30 Mary Kay Morrison 
31 Bruce Benge 

31 Dinette Myers 

 
 


