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1857–1957 Presbyterian Church History 
Highlights 

by Mrs. Wayne Irey, Presbyterian Church

History is a comprehensive subject. It has no beginning and no 
ending. Start  at any date and you must go back of it to find a reason 
for starting there; or stop  at the close of any day and there will be a 
new chapter tomorrow.

October 4, 1957 marks the one hundredth Anniversary of the First 
Presbyterian Church in West Liberty. The records show however that 
Presbyterian in this vicinity goes back even more than a century.

It was in the early 1840’s that Mr. William Clark and Mr. Asa Gregg 
and others secured the services of an elderly preacher who 
occasionally addressed audiences in Wilton and vicinity. He gave the 
first Presbyterian sermon here, but to Rev. John Hudson can be 
ascribed the honor of being the first to regularly  preach the Word in 
this section.

Because of Rev. Hudson’s efforts and by contributions from the 
people at large a Presbyterian church was built about one mile 
northwest of the present railway station on the stage route between 
Muscatine and Iowa city. The settlement was first called Liberty but 
later the new town West Liberty, which was located near the rail 
station. Rev. Hudson moved to Liberty and regularly filled the pulpit 
here, as well at several other settlements. The society formed at that 
time was what was called the old-school denomination of Presbytery 
and its doctrines different from the present church. Although the 
church was dictated as a Presbyterian church.

In the year 1857, Rev. C. F. Beach, a native of New York, and a 
graduate of Auburn Theological Seminary, was sent by the American 
Missionary Society of the “New School” Presbyterian Church into 
what was then was to be called the “far west”. His family, consisting 
of his wife and two children, accompanied him. The town was small, 
growing like hundreds of other towns which were rapidly  springing 
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up along the railroads, wherever they located a station. There was no 
church, school house, or public hall in the village, and all public 
meetings were held in the combination freight and passenger depot 
of the then Mississippi and Missouri Railway. Rev. Leach held the 
first religious meeting ever held in West Liberty. 

The synod of Iowa loaned $225.00 for the construction of a 
parsonage and Mrs. Beach furnished from her own furniture to finish 
it. The family moved in before the roof was completed. Later a 
severe gale moved the house from its foundation, and on April 19, 
1857, a severe snowstorm set in during which the family suffered 
from the cold in the unplastered and almost roofless home. Thus, it 
will be seen that our church had its foundation laid amid sacrifices 
and privation on the part of the missionary who came to preach the 
Gospel to an almost indifferent people.

During the spring and summer of 1857, Rev. Beach held meetings in 
the church at old Liberty, in the depot in town, in Atalissa, and in the 
Plum Grove school house two miles west  of town. He was an ardent 
and zealous worker, but found that many people who had been 
professed Christians and used to Christian privileges in the East, had 
left their religion, or their profession of it, behind when they 
emigrated westward. However, he found a few loyal to their Master, 
and these formed a nucleus around which to rally.

On October 4, 1857, Rev. Beach organized, in the depot, the First 
Presbyterian Church of West Liberty, with five members. The 
included., besides himself and his wife, Benjamin F. Thayer, Celina 
C. Watkins, and Polly B. Hartwood. Mr. Thayer was a theological 
student. He had been teaching in Liberty, and later taught the first 
school in West Liberty. He brought his letter from the Presbyterian 
church in Iowa City. Mrs. Watkins brought  a letter from a Baptist 
Church in New York, Mrs. Hartwood, from a Presbyterian church in 
Logansport, Indiana, and Mrs. Beach from the Presbyterian Church 
in Springfield, New York.

On October 29, 1857, a meeting was held in Mr. Thayer’s school 
room, and. the organization of the church was completed. by electing 
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Cyrus Harwood, Alfred Scott, and C. F. Beach as trustees. The time 
of the Annual Meeting was prescribed and the articles of 
incorporation were written and put on record. At the Annual Meeting 
in 1859, these articles were amended and the present constitution of 
the church was adopted.

At this point, Rev. Beach planned on establishing a school and 
making it a Presbyterian institution. The Presbytery  of Iowa City 
took it in charge, but gave no financial aid. They  appointed a Board 
of Trustees and had it incorporated and named The West Liberty 
Academy. Mr. Thayer taught the first term in 1857, in a home located 
on the corner of Calhoun and 4th streets. In 1858, the Town Hall was 
built  by a stock company, and the Academy occupied it, with Mr. E F 
Beach, a cousin of the pastor, acting as principal. He was succeeded 
in 1859 by Byron Carpenter.

Action had. been taken towards securing a house of worship and two 
lots on the corner of Clay and Fifth Streets by the town proprietors 
for a location. During the spring of 1858, a building was erected and 
called the “Chapel”. Mr. Beach continued as minister until his call to 
a church in Illinois. He was succeeded by Rev. J H Scott from Ohio. 
Rev. Scott was paid a salary of $2OO a year plus $1OO from the 
Board of Missions.

In 1860, Eli Buckman and his wife, Isabel, were received into the 
church on profession of faith. They  were the first in the church to be 
received. The first  infant baptism was performed by  Rev. Scott on 
June J, 1860 to Joseph 8., son of Eli Buckman. It was in this year, 
too, that the first elders of the church were elected. They were S. W. 
Sedgwick and Richard Clark.

The exciting and troublous times during the political campaign of 
1860, and the Civil War closely following so fully occupied the 
public and private mind that the church made very little progress. An 
interesting document found among early church records shows that 
Rev. Scott’s salary in 1861 consisted of $83, in cash, 55 bushel of 
wheat, 8 cords of wood, 155 bushels of corn, and one load of hay. 
This was a total cash value of $175. The Board of Missions was 
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asked for $500. Considering the indifference of the people and the 
very meager salary, it is not surprising that  Rev. Scott became 
discouraged and severed his connection with the church in 1862.

During 1862-63, the church was without a pastor. The parsonage was 
rented, and the Chapel was used as a school house. Sunday School 
was continued, however mainly through the efforts of Elder S. W. 
Sedgwick, assisted. by a few faithful women.

Rev. Samuel J. Mills occupied the field during 1864 and 1865. The 
close of the war found the Society  badly in debt and able to pay  the 
pastor but a small and insufficient salary. In addition, the house of 
worship  was sadly  out of repair and unfit  for church purposes. It had 
been used for public meetings, religious and political for festivals, as 
a Good Templar Lodge room, and as the primary department of the 
public schools. The records show that the trustees voted to try to get 
compensation for the damages, but they  fail to show whether their 
efforts were successful.

In May 1865, Rev. Alexander Porter of Michigan, was commissioned 
to ministry on a half time basis. He also preached in Atalissa and 
Cedar Valley. In the latter place he gathered together a society and 
promoted the building of a church. During this time the Methodists 
organized a society, purchased the old town hall, and converted it 
into a church. They failed to keep up their organization, so the 
Presbyterians occupied their house, united the Sunday School, and 
ultimately welcomed new members into the Presbyterian Society.

0n April 30, 1872, Rev. Porter was installed as pastor of the church. 
He became the first regular pastor, those preceding him having been 
stated supplies. Rev. Porter served until June 1874, at which time he 
was succeeded by Rev. A. Tanner, a supply, who stayed for one year. 
Now, the spiritual and temporal affairs of the church were at so low 
an ebb that the few active members remaining became disheartened 
and seriously  considered the question, whether it  was advisable to try 
longer to keep up a Presbyterian Society  or is it  better to abandon it 
and join another denomination.
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In June of 1875, Rev. F. A. Shearer, D.D., of Pennsylvania, came to 
West Liberty. Under his administration, the membership increased, 
and the church began its upward progress.

In 1876, the question of building their church was considered. The 
old building was no longer large enough to accommodate the 
enlarged membership. The project seemed an impossibility to many 
of the prominent members; but there was one among them who 
possessed the determination and energy to carry the work through. 
That person was Mrs. Shearer. It was due to her, more than any other 
individual, that the work was finally consummated and the church 
built. It was dedicated on the first  Sabbath in December 1876, and 
cost, with bell and subsequent additions, about $5000.00. $1000.00 
of this amount was given as a mortgage grant  by  the Presbyterian 
Board of Erection.

Rev. Shearer severed his connection with the church and preached 
his farewell sermon on May 11, 1879. On October 3rd of the same 
year Rev. N. W. Thornton, of Millersburg, Illinois, and a recent 
graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary, was initiated as pastor. 
Mr. Thornton’s pastorate was very successful. Many new members 
were added and the material and spiritual welfare of the church was 
greatly strengthened.

In 1881, the society  of Presbyterian Church building cost $1800.00. 
This was located at 219 West Fifth Street. In 1882, on the 25th 
Anniversary of the church, it was resolved that no further aid be 
asked from the Board of Home Missions. All these years the church 
had been receiving financial help, but under the leader ship of Rev. 
Thornton the church graduated from the Board and arose to self-
support a position which still exists Not only  did the church become 
self-supporting, but it  began paying back the help received by 
making larger contributions to the different agencies of the church at 
large.

In 1883, Rev. Thornton resigned his pastorate to take charge of the 
Geneseo Collegiate Institute at Geneseo, Illinois. His resignation was 
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accepted with deep regret  by the congregation, to whom he had 
become endeared during his five years of ministering.

On November 1, 1884, Rev C. T. Landfitt  of West Virginia, began his 
work in West Liberty  and was installed as pastor on May 1, I885. In 
the summer of 1886, extensive repairs were made on the church 
building. The lecture room was enlarged and, furnished, the 
auditorium was papered and painted, also a new furnace was put in. 
The total cost of repairs was $700. In less than two years the people 
stood with heavy  hearts one stormy winter day and looked upon the 
ruins of their church.

After the morning services on Sunday February 25, 1888 the church 
building was discovered to be on fire, and despite the efforts of the 
town’s citizens, the building and most of its contents were rapidly 
consumed. The loss was estimated at  a little over $5500 with but 
$2000 insurance. This was a severe blow to the society, but the 
records show that it  did not  diminish their zeal in the cause of 
religion. Almost before the blazing brands of the fallen house were 
burned out, the Trustees and prominent members heId a meeting and 
unanimously resolved to rebuild at once. 

A committee of the following members was appointed to carry the 
resolution into effect: George C. Shipman, Z. N. King, I. A. Nichols, 
and A. T. Judd. The entire congregation was determined by  a 
common interest, which was greatly reinforced and materially added 
to by the community at large. The rebuilding called for severe labor 
on the part of many, and sacrifice on the part  of all. Yet it had the 
effect of developing a stronger unity among the members, and a 
realization that the Presbyterian Church had a necessary  place in the 
town, and that its work and interest must on no account be neglected 
or allowed to occupy a second-place ln their affections.

The plans and specifications prepared by I. C. Southerland of 
Burlington were adopted, and the contract  for the super structure was 
awarded to George D. Nagoon of Muscatine. Work was commenced 
at once on the site of the old church, and the new building arose. 
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Twelve carpenters, half of them residents of West Liberty, were 
employed. Just six months from the tine of the fire, the new church 
was completed at a total cost of $7000.00. With the insurance, plus 
contributions from members and friends, and $500.00 granted by the 
Presbyterian Board of Erection, enough money was on hand at  the 
time of the dedication to pay all. The exception of $150.00 was owed 
on old church. 

During the trying days when the Presbyterian congregation was 
without a church home, sympathy and help came from many sources. 
The other churches in town offered their buildings for use on Sabbath 
afternoons. Their kindness was deeply  appreciated, but it was 
decided to hold Sabbath school and morning services in Liberty Hall 
located near the Corner Grocery and the adjacent building to the 
west. Thursday prayer meetings were held at the parsonage. No 
Sunday evening services were held.

The new church was dedicated on Sunday morning, September 2, 
1888, with more than 500 in attendance, including the congregations 
of other churches. Those taking part in the dedicatory exercises were: 
Rev. T. S. Bailey, of Cedar Rapids, Rev. S. H. Parvin, of Muscatine; 
Rev. N. W. Q. Thornton of Geneseo, Illinois, Rev John Hudson 
(pioneer of Presbyterianism in Iowa) and Rev. O. T. Landfitt, of this 
city, members of Presbytery, and Rev U. B. Smith, Pastor of the 
Methodist Church, and Rev J. H. Wright, Pastor of the Christian 
Church. Rev. Bailey was the main speaker at the morning service, 
and a large crowd listened to the sermon by Rev. Parvin in the 
evening.

In January  1899, after more than fourteen years of faithful spiritual 
leadership, Rev. Landfitt resigned his Pastorate in this church to 
accept a call in Marengo. Many of the children whom he had 
baptized in infancy was now approaching manhood and womanhood, 
so it was with deep regret that the congregation saw him leave the 
community. Rev. Landfitt was succeeded by Rev. Robert Bradley of 

7



Keota, who served until 1902. Now the church was wired for 
electricity.

Rev. George Furniss of West Branch was called to serve this church 
ln February 1902, at a salary of $700.00 and use of the manse. He 
was also granted the privilege of supply  at Scott  Church. His was one 
of the truly outstanding pastorates in our church history. The church 
grew both spirituality and materially. Many in the congregation today 
remember Rev. Furniss and his family with deep affection.

A committee composed of Rev. Furniss, Hill, Nichols, and Shipman 
made the plans for the celebration of the church’s Fiftieth 
Anniversary in 1907. On Sunday, October 20, Rev. H W. Thornton of 
Geneseo, Illinois, returned to deliver the sermon at the morning 
service. Rev. O. T. Landfitt spoke at the evening meeting. On the 
evening of the 2lst, the celebration continued with Dr. J. N. Elliot of 
Washington, Iowa, and Dr. L. D. Young of Washington, Iowa, 
addressing the congregation. A reception by the ladies of the church 
climaxed the semi-centennial observation.

In April 1909, recent articles of incorporation were adopted by the 
church boards, the time for which the original articles had been 
adopted having expired.

After eight years of service in this church, Rev. Furniss resigned on 
May 10, 1910 to accept a call at Newton, Iowa. He was followed in 
November 1910 by  Rev. F. L. Dowlin of West Union, Iowa who 
served until June 2, 1914. During his pastorate, the congregation 
seriously considered the building of a new manse. In March 1913, 
before action could be taken, Mr. and Mrs. Ira. Nichols, who were 
moving to Seattle, Washington, offered their home at 419 N. Clay 
St., to the church for the sum of $2500.00. The offer was accepted, 
and the money to pay for the new manse was raised by  subscription 
and sale of the old manse for $1700.

Rev. Dowlin was succeeded by  Rev Robert McInturff of OdeboIt, 
Iowa. He was installed on February 11, 1915 and served faithfully 
for eight years. Under his leadership, the membership was greatly 
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increased. This increase made acute the need which had existed for a 
long time; namely  adequate space for the enlarged Sunday  school 
classes. Two alternatives were carefully considered to solve this 
problem, either the building of an annex on the lot east of the church, 
or the improving of the church basement, which had never been 
finished for useful purposes. The latter plan was finally adopted. 

A bequest of $2500.00 from the Peter Kimberly estate made possible 
the early completion of the project in 1916. The finished basement 
consisted of a large reception room, a kitchen and dining room, and 
five smaller classrooms. It was a scarce of great satisfaction and 
convenience to all members of the congregation. The long existing 
crowded conditions were alleviated, and, for the first  time in the 
history of the church, the ladies could prepare and serve dinners in 
their own building.

The church was faced with additional financial burdens in 1916, 
when the streets in town were paved. The paving assessment 
amounted to $1706.79. Donations to meet this obligation were 
solicited from the members, who responded so generously that the 
fund was oversubscribed by $341.21, and was turned over to the 
committee in charge of church repairs.

Rev. Mclnturff resigned on October 15, 1922 and was followed by 
Rev. Will Thornton Walker, who supplied the pulpit until October 
1924.

Rev. J. A. Saathoff, of Grundy Center, became our pastor in 
November 1924. He was a very  efficient leader and was highly 
esteemed by all the members of the congregator while serving this 
church. Rev. Saathoff worked on and received his Doctor’s Degree at 
the State University of Iowa. It  was with deep regret that his 
resignation was accepted in December 1929, when he left to accept a 
teaching position at Jamestown college in North Dakota. He later 
became Dean of the college and served in that capacity for 27 years. 
He is retired and living in Dubuque.
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Rev. J E Mahaffey  was called to serve this church in March 1930. 
His pastorate was cut short, and the members of the congregation 
were very  saddened by  his sudden death preceding the service on 
Sunday, July 24, 1931. He was succeeded by Rev. C. E. Burdine in 
December 1931. One of the highlights of Rev. Burdine’s pastorate 
was the celebration of the church’s 75th Anniversary in 1932. The 
Diamond Jubilee program was a loyalty campaign covering six 
consecutive Sundays from September 1 through October 21 with 
fitting services and definite programs through the week. The 
committee in charge of general arrangements included Mrs. Reid, 
Mrs. J. Kimball, Mrs. Louis Whitacre, and W H Shipman. The 
themes of the six Sunday services were: Enrollment Day, Men’s Day, 
Women and Missions Anniversary Day, young People’s Day, 
Symphony Day and Decision Day.

On Anniversary  Sunday, October 2, Dr. Charles A Hawley  of the 
University  of Iowa was the guest  speaker at the Evening services. 
This was followed by a basket dinner in the church parlors. The 
afternoon program included special music, church history, letters 
from former pastors and members, review of the choir, report from 
the Session, and reminiscences of a former pastor’s daughter by  Miss 
Furniss.

During Rev. Burdine’s administration, the men of the church were 
active in a Men’s Brotherhood organization. A series of interesting 
and attractive meetings were held. The files of the West Liberty 
Index revealed that on November 21, 1932, a supper meeting was 
held at the church with Ding Darling as the guest speaker. The ladies 
of the Missionary society served the supper to 125 men, 
Presbyterians and guests. In March 1935, Rev. Burdine severed his 
connection with this church, and was succeeded in June 1935, by 
Rev H. A. Larsen, of Hamburg, Iowa. For about three years Rev. 
Larsen did fine work in guiding all the activities of the church. On 
October 4, 1937, the 80th Anniversary  was observed with a special 
service which included a play based. on the early history  of the 
church, and an o1d.fashioned hymn sing. A very pleasant relationship 
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was broken when Rev. Larsen resigned on April 3, 1918 to accept a 
call in Oswego, Illinois.

Rev. L. L. DeFlon of Holman, Wisconsin, became pastor of the 
church in August 1938. He was a man of deep faith and a sincere and 
ardent spiritual leader. Through his influence and example over a 
period of 8 years, many in the congregation came to know a greater 
faith, and the spiritual life of the church was quickened. Because of 
his effective work with young people, two from the church made 
their decisions now to devote their lives to full time Christian 
service. They were Ivan Estle and Barbara Black.

In 1946, the need for funds was so acute that the church sought 
permission from Presbytery to sell a lot  from the church property. 
Permission was granted and a lot to the north was sold for $800, less 
$152 in Attorney’s fees for the abstract and the clearing the title. This 
money  was added to a fund for reroofing the church and rewiring the 
manse. Having received a call from the Clifton Heights Presbyterian 
church in Des Moines, Rev. DeFlon resigned in November 1946. 
Rev. Robert Bickford, an ordained Presbyterian minister living in 
West Liberty and studying medicine at  University of Iowa filled the 
pulpit. He served for 8 months. In August 1947, Rev Clinton Frank 
from Summit Church near Davenport was called to serve. Having 
been without a regularly installed pastor for many months, there was 
need for instilling new zest and purpose into the various 
organizations of the church. Rev and Mrs. Frank sought to do this by 
creating more interest in church affairs among the young adults the 
result was the formation of the Presbyterian Fellowship Group on 
March 7, 1948. Later the younger women’s group  unite d to form the 
Presbyterian Women’s Guild. From that time to this, both groups 
have been very active getting behind various project.

Soon after entering this field, Rev. Frank introduced the idea of the 
Lord’ s Acre Sale, and the plan was adopted by the Session and 
trustees the first sale was held on November 20, 1948 in the street in 
front of the church. The ladies of the church served a public dinner. 
This sale was so successful that it has become an annual event on the 
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church calendar. Money from this project made possible the 
installation of three oil furnaces in the church in 1949; the repairing. 
of the manse, the redecorating and beautifying of the sanctuary, the 
painting of the church basement, and remolding of the kitchen 
facilities. In April 1951, a beautiful Hammond Electric Organ was 
purchase and added much to the dignity of the worship services.

The congregation was deeply saddened by Mrs. Frank’s death on 
November 4, 1971. Her efficient leadership and cheerful smile had 
endeared her. A beautiful baptismal font given in her memory now 
stands in front of the pulpit.

Early in 1954, it  became imperative that  extensive remodeling and 
repairing be undertaken at the manse. An architect was consulted and 
estimates on the cost of the project were received before the project 
got underway, Mr. and Mrs. Clare Brooke offered their modern home 
at 507 N Clay  Street for sale. The congregation voted that it  would 
be more practical to buy the Brooke home than make the necessary 
and expensive repairs on the old manse. The new manse was 
purchased for $15000.00. Donations were solicited for the manse 
fund, and a down payment of $1500.00 was made. The balance of the 
money  was borrowed. The o1d manse was sold for $4500.00 and was 
converted into what is now known as the Hawker Nursing Home.

In November 1954, the Women’s Guild established, and has since 
sponsored a nursery  during the church hour. This was undertaken as 
a convenience to the parents of small children, and has made possible 
more regular church attendance by that group.

Rev. Frank resigned on February 20, 1955 to accept a pastorate in 
Muskego Heights Michigan. Rev. L. P. Penningroth acted as 
moderator and filled the pulpit during the months that the church was 
without a pastor. Rev. Denley Ganfield of LeMars, Iowa was called 
by this church in June 1955.

In his two years of service, Rev. Ganfield has done fine work and has 
especially created new interest in the Westminster Fellowship 
program of the church.
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PASTORS for the Presbyterian Church
 
Rev. C. F. Busch–organizes church October 4, 1857–1858
Rev. J. H. Scott–stated supply 1858–1862
Rev. Samuel Mills–stated supply 1864 – 1866
Rev. Alexander Porter–May 1866–1874 (installed April 30, 1872)
Rev. A. Tanner–1874–1875–stated supply
Rev. F. A. Shearer–June 1, 1875–May 1879
Rev N. W. Thornton–September 1879–August 1884
Rev. C. T. Langfitt–May 17 1885–January 29, 1899
Rev. Robert Bradley–April 3, 1899–September 24, 1901
Rev. George Furniss–May 1, 1902–May 10, 1910
Rev. F. W. Dowlin–December 20, 1910–June 30, 1914
Rev. Robert McInturff–February 11, 1915–December 10, 1922
Rev. W. T. Walker–May 1, 1923–May 1924
Rev. J. A. Saathoff–January 15, 1925–March 1930
Rev. J. H. Mchaffey–March 1930–September 1931
Rev. H. A. Larson–June 1935–April 1938
Rev. L. L. DeFlon–July 1938–January 1, 1947
Rev. Clinton Frank–October 12, 1947–February 1955
Rev. Denley Ganfield–September 25, 1955
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1863–1971 History of First Christian Church
from historic records

In early 1863 during the Civil War, religious meetings were held on 
the Lord's Day, in the home William Phillip, in South Prairie. In the 
summer of 1863, church services were held at intervals in the 
Presbyterian Church on 5th Street in West Liberty, Iowa.

In the winter of 1863 and l864, an organization was started, and a 
religious body, known as the Church of Christ or Christian Church of 
West Liberty, came into being. Twelve families’ names were 
enrolled. They were: Barnes, Hise, Ball, Wilson, Grant, Younkin, and 
Miller, including wives and children. William Hise was chosen Elder 
and Dr. Younkin and J. Wilson Deacons.

They  continued to meet in the Presbyterian Church until the fall of 
1865, then meetings were held in the Methodist Church at 308 East 
Third Street. In the winter of 1867 and 1868, John Powell held a 
meeting in the William Phillips school house, two miles southwest of 
West Liberty, Iowa. He organized a church of twenty-one members. 
Ross Mountain was united by letter.

When the church in West Liberty  heard of the success, they sent a 
delegation out to ask them to come and unite with the Church of 
Christ in West Liberty. This increase in membership made possible 
the organization of the Church of Christ in West Liberty and the 
building of their first church building on East  6th Street. In the 
interim while the church was being constructed, they met in a 
building located at 500 North Spencer Street.

In the spring of 1868, the project  of building a house of worship was 
agreed on by the membership. Gifts and pledges were secured and 
the building was erected in 1868. The dedicatory services were held 
in January 1869. Records state that great  sacrifices were made to 
secure this church home. A comfortable pride when it  was finally an 
accomplished fact, a building surpassing all other buildings in West 
Liberty. It  had double doors in the front. It was substantially  built and 
plainly furnished with a baptistry in the main room. The building was 
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32 x 38 feet. There was an addition in the back with a dressing room 
and Sunday school rooms. The total cost was $2500.00.

In the fall of I869, J. B. Vawter was called as the first minister the 
church. He was here for a year, and married Miss FIora Keith.

The next minister was J. K. Cornell. He served as minister from 1870 
to 1874. The successor of J. K. Cornell was Henry Exley. He 
remained during the winter of 1874 and 1875. He was followed by 
John Hay  who stayed until the fall of 1876 when he resigned. J. M. 
Williams left  a more enduring record of their work here than has any 
other minister the church has had. They were here four years, leaving 
in 1880. J. H. Smith was called to begin his work in February 1881.

Just here more should be said regarding the J. Mad Williams family. 
In 1884, they returned to West Liberty to live. They bought a small 
farm at the southwest edge of town and engaged in gardening and 
fruit farming. Mr. Williams preached for nearby churches on Sunday, 
among churches he served was Lime City Church. Lime City was a 
small town north Atalissa. Both church and town have disappeared. 
He also preached for the church in Tiffin, Iowa. This church too has 
ceased to exist.

About the year 1889, Mr. Williams was secured to superintend the 
West Liberty  School. He held this position for about four years. The 
older sons, Herman and Mark Wayne, both graduated from the West 
Liberty School. There were two other sons and a daughter in the 
family. The third son, Fred was also a preacher, as are Herman and 
Mark Wayne. While they attended the University in Iowa City, they 
preached at Solon, Atalissa, and Lime City. Fred met his death by 
drowning while still a young man. The family lived in West Liberty 
in 1893.

The church in West Liberty had been growing and during the 
ministry of J. N. Smith, it became evident, that more room was 
needed in the church building to properly  care for the work. There 
was the usual discussion as to whether to enlarge the old building or 
erect a new one. The latter course was decided upon.
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The building committee was John Miller, William See, and W. W. 
McClun, the latter being chairman. The building was erected in the 
summer and fall of 1886. C. K. Wiley was the builder. The cost, 
including furnishing, the bell, the pulpit furniture and carpeting, was 
between $5500 and $6000. F. W. Rains of Topeka, Kansas assisted 
the minister, J. H. Smith, with the dedicatory services on January  l, 
1887.

That building was still in use by the Church. It has been improved by 
building classrooms in the old building at the north end of the present 
structure and a kitchen and dining room in the basement. J. N. Smith 
continued his ministry until October 1887 when he resigned.

The parsonage on Maxson Ave, was erected while J. N. Smith was 
here at a cost between $1700 and $1800, lot included. Later 
improvements added considerably to this sum. This house is at  103 
Maxson,

The first recorded minutes of the business of the church board are 
dated September 26, 1887. On that date, the Board voted to 
recommend to the Church that J. H. Wright of Rock Island, Illinois 
be called to become the minister. It was during his pastorate that 
several evangelistic meetings were held. In September 1894, J. H. 
Wright resigned and moved to Normal, Illinois.

C. W. Burch came in November of 1897 as minister. The Burches left 
in 1903. Brother Collins succeeded Rev. Burch; again records were 
found of the work done beginning January 1, 1905. Rev. Collins 
resigned in April f907. While a committee of men were looking for 
another minister, a committee of women was appointed to secure 
money  for redecorating and repairing the church. This latter 
committee consisted of Miss Carrie McClun, Miss Celeste Miller, 
and Mrs. A. A. Brown. The men began putting the work of the 
church on the women. During the summer of 1909, improvements 
were made that cost $852.20.

In October 1901, the Church voted to call P. H. Green to become 
minister for the Church. He came from Manitoba, Canada. In March 
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1909, Rev. Green presented his resignation to the Church. On the 
request of the Church Board, he withdrew it and continued the work 
as minister. In August 1909, Rev. Green again presented his 
resignation and, at that time, it was accepted.

The committee to secure a minister to succeed Rev. Green was 
appointed. It consisted of W. B. Watters, John McCann, Mrs. Cora 
Brown and Miss Lide Bell. Mr. S. J. Epler was called. He came from 
Brooklyn, Iowa.

At a meeting of the Church officers on January 7, 1910, it was 
recommended that some of the younger men be put on the Church 
Board. It was also recommended that F. A. Sword be called to lead in 
evangelistic services sometime between November 1, 1909 and 
February 1, 1910. Among the members that were baptized and still 
on the Church roll is Geneva Henderson Campbell.

It was in that year that the Church board voted to get an individual 
communion set. The Church was to pay  half of the cost of the set if 
the ladies would take care of it. The Ladies Aid Society agreed to 
take care of it and pay all the cost of it.

It was while Mr. Epler was here that Mrs. Samuel Satterthwaite, a 
very loyal member of the Church, passed away December 26, 1911. 
This is mentioned here because in her will she left  to the Church the 
property  at 4th and Columbus St. which is now used as the 
parsonage. Also, she left several thousand dollars in money, about 
$3500. The next year some of this money was used and the house 
was remodeled and made fully modern. The place on Maxson 
Avenue and Calhoun Street was sold for $1500.

Minutes of Church board meeting in January 1913 stated that Mr. 
Epler presented his resignation from the pastorate of the Church. The 
Church unanimously voted to ask him to withdraw it, which he did. 
In October 1913, he again resigned and, now, the Church accepted. 
C. V Allison was called and his work began at once.

The Board voted in JuIy, 1914 to build rooms in the back part of the 
church building for use by the Sunday School. There was $2000 left 
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of the bequest of the $3500 made by Mrs. Satterthwaite. The other 
$1500 had been used to modernize the parsonage. When the Church 
built  the present house of worship  that has been in use since January 
1, 1887, the first building was moved back on the lot  and joined to 
the rear of the new building. It was in this building that the 
classrooms were built. Partitions were put in making six rooms on 
the first  floor. A second floor was added and four more rooms were 
added for classrooms. All were furnished with furniture and 
blackboards.

At that time, some repairs were made on the church building. During 
this year aluminum collection plates were purchased. On May 1, 
1916, Mr. Allison resignation as minister of the church. His work 
closed June 1st of that year.

On June !8, 1916, H. K. Schondlemayer preached for the church. 
After a short delay, the church voted to offer him $1100 per year 
salary, the use of the parsonage, a month vacation and pay  half of his 
moving expenses. He accepted and began work as minister August 
13, 1916.

On March 31, 1918, a committee was appointed to solicit money to 
pay off a debt, paint the church outside and redecorate it inside, the 
board voted. A thanks to Mr. and Mrs. J. Miller for their donation to 
the church for this work.

Mr. H. K. Schondlemayer resigned his work as minister of the 
Church on September 16, 1918, to become effective in one month. 
Mr. W R. Foster was called as minister following Mr. 
Schondlemayer. He presented his resignation and the Board accepted 
it on September 19, 1919. No record as when Mr. Hoff was called to 
the church but he resigned August 1, 1920.

It was now that Mr. L. F. Davis began his work in October 1920 and 
served four years. During 1921, there are records of' three board 
meetings. It was during this time that Mr. Davis asked a leave of 
absence to do field work for Culver-Stockton College. He was 
granted the two months he had asked. Sometime the latter part of 
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1924, Mr. Davis resigned. It was during his ministry here that the 
move was started to excavate under the church auditorium and build 
a kitchen and dining room. However, the work was not finished until 
later.

The Church contacted Mr. NoeI T. Adams who was attending the 
University  of Iowa. He was a minister and was to graduate in June 
1925. He came to West Liberty and preached for the Church in 
February. He was preparing himself to teach school and he asked the 
privilege, if he should be called to be its minister, of teaching school 
if he could secure a place in the West Liberty school. He was called 
to be the minister and his request was granted. After graduation he 
moved to West Liberty and then he received $1800 per year.

Meanwhile, the matter of building a kitchen and dining room was 
again taken up This time it was carried through and much of the 
work was done by the men of the Church. Numbers of men worked 
in the evenings excavating. The women came to the church and 
served lunch for them. A large part of the money for the project was 
given by Mrs. Ruth Watters, a very loyal member of the church. She 
gave $500. It was completed in the early part of 1924. A dedicatory 
service was held and in the program Mr. Ross Mountain read a brief 
history of the church. Mr. and Mrs. L. F Davis were invited to return 
for the program. This kitchen and dining room were a wonderful 
addition to the equipment of the church.

In April 1927, Dr. Naftzger of Sioux City, presented a gift of $100 in 
memory of his mother. She was a long-time member of the church. 
The money  was used to build the front steps. Sometime in the first 
half of the year, Mr. Smith resigned as minister of the church, which 
ended June 1928.

On July  15, 1928, Frank W. Sutton visited the Church and preached 
both morning and evening with a view of locating as minister if it 
Church voted to give him a call. He began his work on September 1, 
1928.
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During Rev. Sutton’s ministry, the church lost three Elders, Mr. Ross 
Mountain moved to Des Moines, Iowa where he died within a brief 
time. Also, two men who served as Deacons for a long term of years 
passed, Rev. Mr. Frank Comfort and C. Alvah Nichols. Henry  C. 
Nichols and Fred Shellabarger also passed away.

In 1930, the Church voted to start the Pension Fund for the ministers, 
paying each month 8% of the minister's salary.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Melick presented the Church with the velvet 
curtains that  hang over the doors back of the pulpit in 1931. And in 
1932, Mr. A.A. Brown and Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Nichols gave the 
Church the electric clock. The Warrens had three rooms of the 
parsonage papered.

March 11, 1934, the Church celebrated its 70th anniversary. Former 
members were invited and a1so the Methodist and Presbyterian 
Churches and churches in Iowa City, Nichols, Muscatine and 
Atalissa. There was a fine attendance. Refreshments were served in 
the dining room

On April 16, 1934, Aunt Lizzie Jones was laid to rest. She was a long 
time devoted member of the Church She left $800 to the church. 
$250 was added to this amount and the property  on the corner of 
Calhoun and 5th Street was purchased.

In June 1938, West Liberty  celebrated its 100th anniversary  The 
Church had a decorated truck in the parade. It was furnished by  W. T. 
Johnson, a truck operator, and his son, Maynard Johnson, a member 
of the church, drove it in the parade. The 26th of June the Church 
had a homecoming service about the celebration. Lunch was served 
in the dining room to the visitors and local people. Late in the 1939, 
the Pulpit Bible was purchased.

Early in the year of 1940, a letter was received from Mr. Mark 
Wayne Williams of Brooklyn, N. Y asking to come and lead the 
Church in evangelistic services. His father, J Mad. Williams was 
minister in this church from 1876 to 1880. Mark Wayne had many 
old friends here so the church voted to have him come.
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Rev. W A. Purdy began his ministry here on August 1, 1941. It was 
during his pastorate in 1942 that Miss Carrie McClun, a very faithful 
worker and former member of the Church board passed away. A cash 
gift was left to the Church at her passing. In March 1945, Rev. Purdy 
resigned. Robert Bickford filled the pulpit until September 1945, 
when O. E Barrow was called. It was while he was with us that the 
organ fund came into being. Money was left by H. E. Carrs for this 
purpose.

April 1945, property owned by  the church at the corner of 5th and 
Calhoun was sold to George and Carrie Hinkhouse for the sum of 
$2150.

On February  I, 1947 J. Andrew Bolinger was called. It was during 
this time that an adult organization was formed, being known 
Christus Semper Fidelis. This group  took an active part in securing 
financing for the organ. The committee consisting of Filmore Melick, 
Roxie Nichols, and Harold Walthers. By September 1947, the organ 
was installed and in October of the same year, it  was dedicated. The 
first organist was Roxie Nichols, a long-time member of the church 
and the pianist for forty years. She resigned in 1959.

This adult group were also instrumental in getting the chimes and 
amplifier for the Church. New hymnals were presented to the church 
in 1949. Rev. Bolinger resigned in August 1949. Supply ministers 
were used until July 1, 1950 when Rev. Richard Walters was 
installed. During this year at the annual meeting of the congregation 
in October, open membership was voted upon and passed.

In 1952, the C W. F. was organized. This was to take the place of the 
Dorcas and Missionary Societies. The by-laws and articles of 
incorporation was authorized and signed by  the officers in January,
1953.

The Sanctuary was redecorated in 1954. Then a new pulpit, baptistry, 
furniture and lighting were installed. It  was dedicated in the summer 
of that year. Ministers from visiting churches took part in the 
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program. During the time Rev. Walters was with us, the Christus 
Semper Fidelis presented the choir with robes.

Will Probst passed away during Rev. Walters ministry here. Mr. 
Probst was a faithful worker in the church and was on the official 
board for many years. He will be greatly missed as he always was on 
hand when any work was to be done.

Rev. Walters left the West Liberty Church in September, 1954, and 
for the next three months supply ministers from the University and 
the State Office. Then on November 14, 1954, David Shaeffer began 
his ministry in the church

The summer of 1955, Misses Cora and Eva Pingery passed away. 
They  were devoted workers in the church and Cora was the Church 
clerk for many years. This year in August, Mrs. May Mosher Myers 
passed away. She was a faithful church member, Bible School 
Teacher, Church treasurer, choir and board member.

In December 1957, Lee Clark Pickering left the Church 10% of his 
estate in California, in memory of his parents Charles and Julia 
Miller Pickering, long time members of the church during their life 
times.

Mrs. W. A (NeIl) Warren and C E Henderson passed away during 
1959. Mrs. Warren was an official board member and a faithful 
worker in the Aid Society. Mr. Henderson was a long-time treasurer 
of the church and former official board and choir member.

Hymnals were presented to the church early  in 196I by  the Christus 
Semper Fidelis. After seven years as minister, Rev. Shaeffer resigned 
on November 12, 1961. Rev. George Goode of the School of 
Religion at Iowa City, Iowa acted as interim minister. It was during 
December of 1961 that the Church had the West Liberty  Sheet Metal 
Co. install three gas furnaces in the church and one in the parsonage 
at a cost of $3106. Most of the money was raised by subscription.

On March 11, 1962 Rev. Elmer Baker started as pastor. He was 
officially  installed on March 25, 1962. In April Mrs. Lou Henderson 
passed away, as she was both clerk and treasurer. On September 19, 
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1962, the First Christian Church celebrated 100 years of history. A 
morning worship service, basket dinner, fellowship singing, and an 
afternoon program highlighted by the “Country  Parson,” Frank Clark 
of Des Moines, and reminiscences of past years. Many former 
pastors and members shared this day  including the son of Ross 
Mountain, a charter member of the church.

Jan Purvis shared her early memories of the church as follows: The 
805 Calhoun street residence was just halfway between the Christian 
Church and the first parsonage on Maxson Avenue. The Calhoun 
Street resident at  that time was William McClun or some people 
remember his daughter best, Miss Carrie McClun. The parsonage 
was built  prior to 1887 at 103 Maxson Ave. The following little story 
was told to Ione Mitchell by Miss McClun: In her late teens, she tells 
of how her parents and herself would go to church at night at the 
present location. Without our modern conveniences of paved streets, 
sidewalks, and street lights, they carried a small lantern. The only 
light lighting the way for our minister and his family  home from 
church was a larger lantern placed on a pole lighted every night  by 
Mr. McClun.

The exterior of the church building was painted in the summer of 
1963 and the doors repaired and painted green. It was in this year the 
West Liberty Christian Church adopted a functional type of 
organization. Three departments to carry out the eight functions of 
the church was established: Stewardship Department; Christian 
Education Department, and Membership Department. Mrs. Corena 
Brown passed away in February of 1963.

In December of 1966 the Christus Semper Fidelis furnished a parlor 
in the room behind the Sanctuary. In February of 1967 the Christian 
Men’s Fellowship cleaned and painted the back rooms of the 
basement. The rest rooms were rebuilt. In June of 1967 the parsonage 
was painted. In July 1967, the Board presented a Resolution of 
Respect in memory of Preston Brown to Mrs. Dorothy Brown.
In 1965, a discussion was held between the youth groups of the 
Christian and Presbyterian Churches about working together in a 
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united youth organization, but no action was taken. In 1967 the 
Board requested that Rev. Baker preach a series of sermons about 
church unity to familiarize the congregation with possible steps 
toward cooperative work with the Presbyterian Church.
 
In June 1968, the Board recorded a letter of appreciation in memory 
of Howard Watters, who passed away on May 24, 1968. In 1969, the 
sanctuary was repainted and redecorated. Most of the cost was paid 
by the CWF and Fidelis. The youth again discussed working together 
with the Presbyterian youth.
 
In July 1970, the Board of the Christian Church. and the Session of 
the Presbyterian Church met together to discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of future cooperation and work together. A temporary 
committee of three members from each church was appointed, along 
with Rev. Baker and Rev. McCracken to explore areas where 
cooperation might be possible. Members of the committee were: 
Madelyn Shore, Corinne James, Ken Ruegsegger, Joe Wright, Tom 
Brooke, Norma Brooks., Shirley Larson, and Robert Buckman. This 
committee was also the unity steering committee.
 
At the annual meeting on October 4,1970, it was voted to cooperate 
with the Presbyterian Church for a trial period of one year in those 
areas where the church program might be strengthened such as 
Sunday school, choir, youth groups, and worship. The Sunday 
School classes were merged and worship  services were held together 
with Rev. McCracken and Rev. Baker filling the pulpit on alternate 
Sundays. The church buildings were alternately used.
 
In August of 1971 Mr. Baker gave notice of his resignation as Pastor 
of the Christian Church to become effective October 1, 1971. The 
Church Board then proposed a shared ministry with the Presbyterian 
Pastor, Rev. Roy Shaughnessy, to serve both congregations and 
represent both churches at all leve1s: local-district-state. After 
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several months of discussion and negotiation, arrangements were 
agreed upon and the shared ministry was approved.
 
PASTORS of the Christian Church
 
Rev. John C. Hay–1865–1869 supply pastor from lowa City
Rev. Jonas Hartzell–supply pastor from Davenport
Rev. J. B. Vawter–869–first resident pastor
Rev. J. K. Cornwell–1870–1874
Rev. Henry Exley–1874–1875
Rev. John C Hay–1875–1876
Rev. J. M. Williams–1876–1880
Rev. J. N. Smith–1881–1887
Rev. J. H. Wright–1887–1894
Rev. John McKee–1894–1897
Rev. G. W. Burch–1897–1903
Brother Collins–1903–1907
Rev. P. H. Green–1907–1909
Rev. S. J. Epler–1909–l913
Rev. C. V. A11ison–1913–1916
Rev. H. K. Schondemayer–1916–1918
Rev. W. R. Foster–1918–1919
Rev. Lafe Hoff–1919–1920
Rev. L. F. Davis –1920–1924
Rev. Noel F. Adams–1925–1928
Rev. Frank W. Sutton–1928–1941
Rev. W. A. Purdy–1941–1945
Rev. O. E. Barrow–1945–1947
Rev. Andrew Bolinger–947–1949
Rev. Richard Walters–1950–1954
Rev. David Shaeffer–I954–1961
Rev. Elmer Baker–1962–1971
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The United Christian Center
October 1972
The shared ministry  one year trial period expired in October 1972 
and the congregation was called upon to vote to continue or 
discontinue this ecumenical venture. A proposed document of church 
unity  was approved by most  of both congregations. The name of the 
merged congregation was The United Christian Center with each 
congregation maintaining its' original identity  and denominational 
ties, with each congregation represented by six members on a 
Christian Center Board. The first members from the Christian 
Church serving on this Board were: Evelyn Wilkerson, Jim 
McCrabb, Joe Wright, Filmore Melick, Verland Olsen, Ken 
Ruegsegger, Corinne James and Bob Petsel.

In the months that followed, the United Christian Center Board and 
other special committees worked diligently on the details of a 
complete merger. The Presbyterian Manse was selected as the official 
home for future ministers. The Christian parsonage was sold. Both 
church buildings were used for Sunday School and services of 
worship were rotated between the two buildings every three months.

In 1973, the Christus Semper Fidelis Club united with the Liberty 
Lifesavers of the Presbyterian Church to become the Liberty 
Crusaders–a service and fellowship couples club.
 
Pastors United Christian Center
Rev. Roy Shaunessy – 1971–1974
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First Church United
Beginning talks - January 1974
On January  6, 1974 both churches held separate congregational 
meetings to vote on the question: shall the corporation and church 
membership of the Christian and Presbyterian Churches in West 
Liberty be merged into a single corporation and church 
membership? A majority of those present at each meeting voted in 
favor of the merger to become known as First Church United. The 
denominational tie to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) was 
retained. Mission gifts are divided equally between the two 
denominational agencies, and membership is reported to both bodies 
on an equal basis too. Representation by  the minister and lay people 
at all district, state, regional and national meetings of both 
denominations are official,

Rev. Shaughnessy  resigned on March 31, 1974. He served well in an 
oft-times difficult position during the merger process, The United 
congregation met on March 31, 1974 after worship services and 
adopted the new by-laws for the church and the unique union became 
a complete reality. Articles of Incorporation were approved by the 
State of Iowa June 13, 1974.

In July of 1974, the pulpit committee proposed Rev. Ralph H Farmer, 
as a candidate for pastor of First  Church United. The congregation 
voted unanimous approval August 4, 1974 and his ministry began 
September 1, 1974.

Steps Leading to the Merger/Union
(From writings of Rev. Ralph Farmer)

Merger Discussions

In 1965 a discussion was held between the youth groups of the 
Christian and Presbyterian Churches about working together in a 
united youth organization, but no action was taken. In 1967 the 
Board requested Rev. Baker preach a series of sermons about church 
unity  to familiarize the congregation with possible steps toward 
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cooperative work with the Presbyterian Church. In 1969 the two 
churches agreed to unite the youth groups of both churches.

In July 1970, the Session of the Presbyterian Church and the Board 
of the Christian Church met together to discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of future cooperation. A Committee of members from 
each church was appointed to serve with Rev. Baker and Rev. 
McCracken to explore areas where cooperation might be possible. In 
some reports, the group is called the unity steering committee: 
Madelyn Shore, Corinne James, Ken Ruegsegger, Joe Wright, Tom 
Brooke, Norma Brooks, Shirley Larson and Robert Buckman.

Special congregational meetings in October 1970 voted to cooperate 
with each other for a trial period of one year in Worship, Sunday 
School, Choir and Youth groups. Services alternated between 
Buildings. Rev. McCracken resigned March 3I, l971 and Rev. Baker 
resigned October l,1971. The Presbyterian stated supply Rev. Roy 
Shaughnessy  became Pastor of both congregations. In October 1972, 
the congregations voted continuation of shared ministry  and 
approved a document of Church Unity  naming themselves the 
"United Christian Center." Six members from each congregation 
were elected to the United Christian Center Board. During 1973 the 
Board and various committees worked out the details of the merger. 
The Presbyterian Manse was selected as the home for future Pastors 
and the Christian parsonage was sold. Both Church buildings were 
used for Worship  alternate quarters and Sunday School was held in 
both buildings. Rev Shaughnessy resigned in October and completed 
his ministry  in March 1974. The Liberty Lifesavers of the 
Presbyterian Church and the Christus Semper Fidelis of the Christian 
Church merged to form the Liberty  Crusaders - a service and 
fellowship couples club.
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History of First Church United
The story of First Church United began on January 6, 1974 when, 
following months of planning and decision-making, separate 
congregational meetings were held by  both of the churches to vote 
on the question: Should the corporation and church membership of 
the Presbyterian Church and the corporation and membership of the 
Church of Christ in West Liberty be merged into a single corporation 
and church membership? A majority of those present at each meeting 
voted in favor of the merger. The Pulpit was declared vacant on 
March 15,1974, and a pulpit committee was activated to begin the 
search for a pastor of the merged church. The Reverend Dean Morey, 
Chaplain of the Iowa City Hospitals, was appointed to act as stated 
supply until the pulpit could be filled.

On March 31, 1974, the United congregation met after worship 
services and voted to accept the new bylaws (already accepted by 
Presbytery). The official name of the new church would henceforth 
be First Church United--a unique union church whose membership 
was to consist of all persons who are members of the uniting 
churches, plus those who have joined the church since the union was 
approved. As members of First Church United, we already affiliated 
with the district, regional and national units of both the United 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A., and the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ.). In June, the official Board received the new Articles of 
Incorporation which gave official state sanction to the merged 
congregation.

In August 1974, the pulpit  committee proposed the name of the 
Reverend Ralph Farmer of Wolsey, South Dakota, as a candidate for 
pastor of First Church United. Following his sermon at morning 
worship  service on August 14, 1974, the congregation voted 
unanimous approval. A call was issued to him forthwith; his ministry 
began on September 1, 1974.

And so - what began as a vague dream in 1969, became a reality in 
1974. With Pastor Ralph Farmer as our leader, First Church United 
was ready to witness and serve in our community. In the beginning, 
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worship  services were held in the two existing church buildings on 
an alternate quarterly basis, but it soon became evident that 
maintaining two separate buildings was not economically sound. 
Appraisers examined the buildings to see if, with remodeling, one 
could be made adequate. The report of the appraisers was negative - 
a new building was recommended.

In June 1974, a Building Planning Committee was formed consisting 
of Harold Brooks, chairman; Dean Phelps, Kenneth Ward, Bill 
Koellner, Dave Olsen, Georgia Kiwala and Judi Jones. (Their duties 
were to re-evaluate present facilities, assess the needs of the new 
congregation and the community, assess the size of building needed, 
investigate site alternatives, estimate costs of building and 
contractors, check the denominational assistance available.). This 
committee worked for many months - touring nearby areas, visiting 
new churches, examining blueprints and floor plans, gathering data 
on approximate costs, and looking at possible building sites.

Meantime, the regular work of the church went on. On October 20, 
1974, in an impressive consecration service, Pastor Farmer was 
installed. Church representatives of both the Christian and 
Presbyterian denominations gave the charge to the Pastor and to the 
congregation.

In December 1974, one of the early official acts performed by our 
Church Board was to designate that the Christmas offering go to a 
local project called "El Centro". Many Spanish American people 
employed by  the Louis Rich plant had come to West Liberty to make 
their home. EI Centro was a newly organized community  center 
geared to the needs of these new people in our community. The 
offering was $200.00. In January 1975, the building committee 
recommended the purchase of a property on E. 6th. This was done in 
case building in that block would later become desirable.

Two separate funds were established in the bank. The Board 
established a building fund in a savings account. $500.00 was 
approved in the budget for the building fund and contributions were 
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sought; the response would indicate congregational interest in a 
building program.

Also, a special memorial fund was established. Money had been 
coming in, designated for memorials to deceased members. As a 
result, in February 1975, the Board named a special committee to 
handle these funds. The first deposit to the new fund came in 
memory of Dr. J. E. Kimball. In March, 125 new hymnals were 
purchased with money from the old Presbyterian memorial fund.

Support for the El Centro project continued in 1975 with a $100.00 
contribution. In April 1975, the Women of First  Church United 
organized and decided upon the name United Church Women. 
Meetings were to be held on the first Thursday  of each month, with 
devotions and program. Some of the women did sewing and sent 
needed items to various missions at home and abroad. Easter came in 
April 1975, and the women prepared food plates for shut-ins. 
Families in need could count on these women for help in case of 
need or emergency. Four circles were also formed: Whitacre-9:30 
a.m. 3rd Thursday; Jayne-noon, 3rd Thursday; Faith-8:00 p.m., 3rd 
Thursday; Hope-9:00 a.m. or 2:00 p.m. 3rd Thursday.

Our women were justifiably proud when one from their midst, Mrs. 
Lois Schermerhorn, was installed as president of the East Iowa 
Presbyterian on April 25, 1975, in Washington, Iowa. In September 
Pastor Farmer took part in the dedication service for the opening of 
Simpson Memorial Home. He was one of eight pastors in the area to 
take a turn conducting regular Sunday afternoon worship services for 
residents in the Home. Pastor Farmer's own parents resided there 
during their last days.

In December 1975, the Building Study committee recommended and 
the Official Board approved the following report:
• That the congregations proceed on a new building program.
• That the Dr. Robertson property (6.9 acres at Maxson and Calhoun) 

be purchased as our building sire. (Tom Brooke and Bill Koellner 
to negotiate selling price with Dr. Treadwell and Gabrielle 
Robertson on behalf of the Church.)
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• That a building fund drive begin.
• That a building committee be elected to begin drawing preliminary 

designs for the new building.
• That the cost, size and design of the new building be approved by 

the congregation at a future meeting.

Harold Brooks then reported that his committee had completed its 
assignment and would disband.

The following report of the anticipated costs and assets for the 
recommended building program was given.

Costs: 

Building (10,000 sq. ft. @ $28.00 per square foot cost = 
$280,000

Land (6.9 acres - contract (sale) = $75,000
Total Cost $355,000

Assets:
Investments and real property $140,000
Estimated cash from a fund drive $ 80,000
Long-term debt over 10-15 years $135,000
 

At a special congregational meeting in January 1976, it  was voted to 
proceed with a building program, and approval was given for the 
purchase of the Robertson property  for $75,000. A fund drive was 
approved - to extend from February  29-March 28, with Tom Brooke, 
Wayne Noring and Bill Koellner as fund drive coordinators.

A building committee was appointed to begin drawing preliminary 
designs for congregational approval. The Building Committee 
included Ken Ruegsegger, chairman; Mary  Pat Brooke, Harold 
Brooks, Bob Dewar, Jr., Corinne James, Shirley Larson, Filmore 
Melick, James McCrabb, Dean Phelps and Bob Probst.

At a Board meeting in February 1976, Pastor Farmer spoke of his 
misgivings about the proposed building program: "If a new building 
project is to begin in 1976, I will probably be asked to give much 
time and energy to help administrate the project. But, it will not be 
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my project or the most important part of my ministry. I came to First 
Church United, not to build a church of brick or steel, but to help to 
build a family  of Faith, a community of believers in which the spirit 
of the living Christ dwells and works with power and love. I have a 
deep  concern lest the building program get in the way of deepening 
our relationship to Christ and expressing that commitment in our 
daily lives. The Church's program of helping people find God and 
grow in His ways must not suffer at the expense of building a new 
facility. "

Throughout the entire building program, Pastor Farmer remained 
true to his convictions, never allowing the building project to take 
precedence over his real ministry in the church. This building fund 
campaign was launched on February 29,1976, with an appropriate 
church service. A devotional talk by  Mrs. Margaret Irey entitled, 
"The Church Built Upon the Rock," described the scriptural basis for 
the construction of a truly spiritual church. Using a drawing, she 
pointed out that a church is much more than brick and mortar; each 
part of its physical parts symbolized the spiritual essentials of a true 
church with Christ as its Head and Chief Cornerstone. 

At the close of the service we received our first contribution to the 
building fund, a check from the local Methodist Church for $1000 
and a wish for Godspeed on our project. A total of $209,487 was 
raised in pledges and gifts in the campaign. This far exceeded the 
expectations of the Campaign Consultant from the Disciples National 
Office who helped the Board organize the campaign. Additional gifts 
and pledges raised the total given after 3 years to $223,912.

In February 1976, word came of a terrible earthquake in Guatemala. 
A special offering was collected to alleviate the suffering of the 
victims. And another $200.00 from our local mission budget was 
given to the Mexican-American community, a worthwhile and 
continuing project in which Betty Akers of our church is involved.

First Church United was awarded a Certificate of Achievement from 
the Church Finance Council (Christian Church) for giving 21.7 % of 
total income to Outreach. This percentage was exceeded only by the 
Nichols Church.
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On Palm Sunday, 1976, a new singing group came into being. 
Twelve singers and instrumentalists from our church led by Betty 
Farmer presented a fine concert. They called themselves 'The 
Covenant Singers." This group later expanded to include members 
from surrounding areas. They were in great demand in nearby 
churches and communities - to witness and present concerts.

Beginning in April 1976 the building committee was busy making 
decisions. The building program was going full speed ahead. On 
May 4, the 6th Street property was sold for $10,000 to a Mexican 
family.

Stewart Construction Company of Marshalltown was selected to 
develop plans for our new church. On October 26, a model of the 
new church building was displayed. Cost to be $350,000. A loan of 
$130,000 @ 6% was borrowed from Presbyterian offices. 
Arrangements were made for the demolition of the Robertson 
property  to be completed by October. On October 31, 1976, a 
Ground-Breaking Ceremony was held at the building site. This 
exciting ceremony was the culmination of two years of taking 
important steps and making important decisions. 

The first shovels of dirt were turned by Bill Eichenauer and Dorothy 
Brown, two eldest  members of Presbyterian and Christian Churches. 
A prayer of dedication was given by Pastor Farmer. Short talks were 
given by  Robert Stewart, president of Stewart Construction company, 
Rev. Watkins of the Ministerial Association and John Hagmeier, 
mayor of West Liberty. After the ceremony, some of our members 
lined up to turn a shovelful of dirt. The shovel now hangs in the 
hallway near Pastor's office.

Soon thereafter construction began and continued through the 
summer of 1977.

In March 1977, the Board appointed a committee to begin work on 
how to dispose of contents of the old buildings. This committee 
included: Wayne Noring, chairman; Leonard Larson, Robert Petsel, 
Norma Brooks, Margaret Irey, Dorothy Brown and Harold 
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Wilkerson. In addition to some fine pieces of old furniture, it was 
decided to save some of the stained glass for possible use in the new 
building. Also, memorial items in both churches were to be saved. 
On July  10, 1977, a cornerstone laying ceremony was held at the 
building site. Many microfilmed church documents, pictures and 
other appropriate and meaningful articles were entombed within the 
stone - which was not to be opened until 2077 AD.

The final service in the old Christian Church (1869) was held on 
Sunday, September 25, 1977, with Helen Melick, Russell Newcomb, 
Mary Olsen, Filmore Melick, Lewis Morrison, Viola Morrison and 
Zula Bailey recalling memories of former days. The final service in 
the old Presbyterian Church (1888) was held on October 9th. A play 
was presented, "Facing Our Day" directed by Ferne Sullivan. It was 
the story  of the founding and early days of the Presbyterian Church 
in West Liberty. Margaret Irey, Bill Eichenauer and Ferne Sullivan 
reminisced on their early memories and experiences. Both old 
buildings had served us well and we gave thanks for the rich spiritual 
experiences hundreds of persons had had and God worked within us 
through the years. Recognition was given to all who had served in 
some capacity in these churches.

After several delays, the first service of worship and church school 
were held on October 16, 1977 in our new Worship - Study - 
Fellowship Center. A beautiful building with new furnishings in the 
sanctuary. Classroom, lounge, dining room and office furnishings 
from the old buildings were used in the rest of the building. On 
October 30, a congregational meeting was held to discuss and act on 
bids for the sale of the two old church lots. The trustees were 
instructed to negotiate the demolition and. removal of the old 
buildings.

A Church sale was held on November 5. The auction was very 
successful. Total receipts from the sale of furnishings, fixtures, 
stained glass, pews and miscellaneous fixtures amounted to $17,955.

The Christian Church lot  sold for $10,000. The Presbyterian lots 
brought $17,000. Old buildings were to be demolished and burned by 
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January l, 1977, cost $6500. Dedication of our new church and 
public open house took place on November 13, 1977 where 425 were 
present on this very special occasion. Many  beautiful floral gifts 
were received; the choir and Covenant Singers presented special 
music. The sermon by Pastor Farmer, "Living Stones in a Spiritual 
Temple" was very impressive and appropriate. Representatives of our 
two denominations were present. "Presentation of the Keys 
Ceremony" included Robert Stewart, contractor; Ken Ruegsegger, 
Chairman, building committee; Jan Koellner, chairman of Official 
Board; and Pastor Farmer.

In December 1977, the Board of First Church United initiated a 
continuing ministry to the Spanish speaking people of West Liberty. 
The Christmas offering was designated to help  meet emergencies 
when clothing, housing, medical and job procurement where needed. 
At Fall Presbytery in December, the mission project to Spanish 
people of West Liberty was endorsed for funding in the Presbytery 
Mission budget. In response to a growing need in 1978 a permanent 
Memorial Committee was formed composed of four members, Betty 
Probst, Hope Pierce, Dorothy Brown and Margaret lrey, to serve 
staggered terms so that there were always two old and two new 
members serving. Five standing rules outlined the duties and 
responsibilities of this committee. Such projects as landscaping, 
buying hymnals, enlarging parking lot, etc., were on the agenda. The 
Board voted to accept memorial money for making a shadow box 
from stained glass windows for Fellowship Room.

On June 4, 1977, at a Sunday night potluck dinner a premier showing 
of a movie was held. The movie, compiled by Tom Brooke, was a 
panorama of our building program from start to finish. From the 
removal of Robertson property, ground breaking ceremony, various 
stages of construction, consecrating and cornerstone service and 
removal of old church buildings. Also, the movie showed interviews 
with committee members. An added treat  on the program was a 
musical group of 25 high school youth from Ottumwa, directed by 
Rev. Louis Wollenberg, Presbyterian Minister.
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1977-1978
Desiring to better serve our area-at-large, First Church United, with 
other churches in the community formed a Voluntary Action Council 
to meet the needs of various segments of the population. This council 
provided such services as visitation, transportation, letter writing, 
reading, etc. For the holiday  season in 1978, a living Christmas scene 
was set up in front of our church. The actors depicted the holy scene 
of the Babe in the manger, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, wise men. It 
was very impressive and would no doubt become an annual tradition.

1979
Early in 1979, January 7th, at our Sunday Service we celebrated the 
5th anniversary  of the merger of Christian and Presbyterian 
congregations. A look was taken at  significant  portions of our church 
ministry and witness during the five-year period. Through God's 
grace we had grown in many important and wonderful ways.

A plan to have the street west of our church paved failed, but the 
town did apply a surface of tar and gravel for our convenience. In 
February 1979, a new weekday  program of Christian Education 
called "Thursday Youth Club' was initiated for 4th, 5th and 6th 
graders. This program provided recreation, crafts, Bible Study, a light 
supper and choir practice. It provided a need to extend the time our 
youth spend receiving Christian Education. The Crusaders funded the 
project. Judy Larson, Mike Wigim and Pastor Farmer were the first 
leaders.

The Official Board decided that another fund drive was necessary to 
reduce our debt. The goal was to raise $120,000.00 over a 36-month 
period : 60% for advanced Mission causes of our two denominations 
and 40% for reduction of the building debt. The drive was from 
February 1 to March 25, 1979. The campaign resulted in pledges and 
gifts totaling $92,776 divided $34,967 (38%) for Advance Mission 
Causes and $57,806 (62%) for debt reduction. In May  it was decided 
to plant sweet corn on our 3 1/2 acres north of the church, with the 
plan to have a community corn roast when it was ready. If well 
attended this might become an annual occurrence.
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In December 1979, a church pictorial directory  was planned. 
Members and friends of First  Church United were asked to make 
appointments to have their pictures taken at no charge. A nominal fee 
would be charged for the directory when it was ready. They were 
distributed in May for $2.50 each.

1980
Early in 1980, a Boat Family  (sponsored by the local Rotary Club) 
arrived in WestLiberty. The Voluntary Action Committee was asked 
to help secure furniture and clothing for the three men and a 17-year-
old boy. In May 1980, a timer was put on the lights of the outside 
cross and front windows of the church. Timer was set to 
automatically light up the front of the church every evening. On 
August 27, 1980, another com roast and free feed was held on the 
lawn of the church. The public was invited. A proposed Bell Tower 
design was submitted to the congregation in September 1980. This 
tower was to house the 2 church bells from the old churches. They 
had been saved to serve again in the new church. The design of the 
tower was approved and a second vote gave approval to have the 
bells sand-blasted, polished and electric bell ringers installed in both 
bells. The total cost of this project was $9,690, $6000 of which 
would be paid from the Memorial Fund. Contributions were sought 
to pay the balance. On December 21, 1980, a dedication service was 
held for our attractive new Bell Tower, with the Memorial 
Committee in charge.

Two members of longest standing, Helen Melick from the former 
Christian congregation and Emmor Webb of the former Presbyterian 
congregation, turned the switches to set the bells to ringing again in 
their new home.

1981
September 16 is a date having the same significance to Mexicans as 
July 4th must Americans. To promote better understanding of our 
Mexican-American neighbors, a community celebration was 
planned, sponsored by the community relations committee of the 

38



Voluntary Action Council. Betty Akers, Adrian Wilson and Pastor 
Farmer of our church served on the planning committee.

On September 16, 1981, general assemblies were held in all the 
schools featuring programs on Mexican Heritage and Independence. 
A soccer game was held on September 20 at the Fair Grounds. 
Refreshment stands featured a variety  of Mexican foods. There were 
plays, music and dance performances. The entire community was 
invited to attend and participate in this gala celebration of Mexican 
Independence Day. Also in September, the music director of our 
church, Georgia Kiwala, presented a new choir in a special Sunday 
performance. The choir was called the Chancel Choir, made up of 
men, women and young people of our congregation. It was formed to 
sing one Sunday  a month and for special seasons. What a wonderful 
sound! They made the rafters ring! The Liberty  Crusaders showed a 
true Christmas spirit in December 1981, by inviting all persons who 
were going to be alone for Christmas Day to join them in an old-
fashioned cooperative Christmas dinner at the church. The response 
was gratifying, indicating that henceforth it  might become an annual 
event.

It is not customary to publicly acknowledge the birthday of a 
member of our congregation, but  December 1981, was special. On 
December 31st, Mrs. Arminda Lively celebrated her 100th birthday. 
On behalf of the congregation, Pastor Farmer presented her with two 
gifts, a blue and silver centerpiece displayed on the communion table 
and a certificate and pin showing that  $75.00 had been sent to the 
mission program of the United Presbyterian Church, making her an 
honorary member of that agency. In the afternoon, her family and 
ladies of the church served a reception in her honor. Her positive 
faith, devotion to Christ and His church have been inspiration to all. 
She is still living in Simpson Home as of Oct 1984.

1982
In February  1982, the congregation voted approval of a proposed 
third Building Fund campaign: to raise $62,000 in three-year 
pledges. Priority was to raise $37,000 to retire the building debt; the 
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second priority was to raise $25,000 to surface the parking lot if the 
goal was achieved. On Sunday, March 28th, Victory Sunday was 
celebrated in an inspirational service. The campaign goal of $62,000 
was not only reached, but surpassed. $86,364 was pledged by March 
29th.

Pastor and Mrs. Farmer were honored on April 18th at a reception in 
the church parlor on the occasion of their silver wedding anniversary. 
Refreshments were served by the women of the church.

In August, a new metal and glass sign was erected in front of the 
church. It is two-sided and can be read from both the north and the 
south. The $2570.00 sign matching the church decor was a project  of 
the memorial fund committee. Our new paved parking lot north of 
the church was completed in late October. It contained 34,465 sq. ft. 
paved in concrete 4" thick. The cost was $32,744. One light was 
installed with more to be added later. This was a wonderful addition 
to our facility.

In November 1982, the Commission on Aging was granted the use of 
our church for the Meal Site, while a kitchen at the Legion Hall was 
being remodeled. No fee was charged but a donation of appreciation 
was made by them. December is a month for special giving. 
Accordingly, the Social Voluntary? Action Council was busy 
distributing 1000 pounds of cheese, bags of clothing, making trips to 
Iowa City  for medical appointments and contributing clothing and 
household furnishings to needy families.

1983
A permanent Food Pantry was established in our church in January 
1983. It was kept supplied through the generosity  of many in the 
community. Ralph and Betty Akers supervised the dispensing of food 
to needy families. Realizing that from time to time a need arises in 
the lives of Church family members for God's special help and 
support ,the church Deacons organized a Prayer Chain. The prayer 
chain could be activated by telephone calls when special needs occur 
and requests for prayer are made to either Pastor Farmer, Chairman 
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of the Board or Deacons Chairman. An appeal was made for 
volunteers to be a part of this chain.

In April Mrs. Susie Lehman accepted the responsibility of directing 
our Beginners Choir. Being a talented and capable musician, she will 
be an immense help to Mrs. Kiwala who continues to direct the 
Junior, Senior and Chancel Choirs.

The Long-Range Planning Committee, appointed several months 
ago, had been seeking input from the congregation, suggesting ways 
to improve our church and its programs. Their report in May was 
divided into six sections: Administration, Worship, Christian 
Education, Evangelism, Property and Grounds and Social Action and 
Mission. Most  of the recommendations came through information 
received in questionnaires filled out by  our members. The latest 
project of the Memorial Fund was in place and in use by May, 1983. 
Racks had been installed under the pews and 138 RSV Bibles had 
been placed in them for use by the congregation. The annual corn 
feed of 1983 was well attended. Kennedy  Meats donated Bratwurst 
for grilling. A new feature that year was horse shoes, volley  ball and 
croquet on the lawn. Again, in 1983 our church joined in the 
Mexican Independence Day Celebration in September.

On September 28 Chard deNiord was introduced to our 
congregation. The Official Board had engaged him to be a part-time 
Christian Education and Youth Director. Chard grew up in Virginia, 
majored in Religious Studies at Lynchburg College and received a 
Master of Divinity Degree from Yale Divinity  school. He resides in 
Iowa city and is attending the university of Iowa graduate school 
Writers' Workshop.

An occasional coffee fellowship  after worship service has become so 
popular that in October 1983, it was decided to make it a regular 
feature. Also, a committee was appointed to secure flowers for the 
sanctuary each Sunday- The committee consisted of Beryl Brooke, 
chairman, Marilyn Irey and Lola Ditmars.
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In December 1983, First Church United showed concern and 
responded generously to a plea for assistance in providing Christmas 
food baskets for the less fortunate in our community. Toys, clothing 
and food enough to last for many days was delivered with the help of 
Aquarius Federated club and T.T.T. FFA donated apples, oranges and 
grapefruit for distribution. One caring person donated ten dozen 
eggs! The church Christmas offering was designated to be used for 
the local Food Pantry. Louis Rich furnished turkey for the annual 
Public Christmas dinner, sponsored by  The Crusaders. The weather 
outside was frigid, but  attendance was good and there was warmth 
inside.

For some time, the Board of Deacons and Pastor Farmer had been 
concerned about the need of a home care program for the terminally 
ill in West Liberty. They invited interested people in town to attend 
an informational meeting. Several meetings were held and the Iowa 
City  Chapter of Hospice met  with the group to answer questions and 
help  them organize Hospices involved in providing a coordinated 
team of caring persons who can meet the physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs of patients and family with a limited life expectancy. 
Interest was shown in providing this service.

1984
Early in 1984 a new program of adult Bible Study was initiated, 
called Kerygma, with Pastor Farmer teaching lessons, met once a 
week. The complete course consists of thirty-three lessons and is 
divided into ten themes. This takes one through the Bible repeatedly, 
each time on a different track or theme.

In February, the Memorial committee ordered new benches to place 
in the north entryway. Their next project  will be bookcases and 
shelves in the lounge. In February, the Prayer Chain was updated and 
expanded. It was reorganized into three separate groups, which will 
be activated upon request of any persons or family.

The Hospice chapter in West  Liberty became a reality  in March 
1984, with a board of directors being named, five of whom were 
from First Church United. Memorial gifts already received came 
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from the families of Henry  Derksen and Virginia Rohner. A gift of 
$800.00 for this project was received from the Local Mission Fund 
of Presbytery. 

In April, a committee was named to formulate plans for a tenth 
anniversary celebration of the merger of the Christian and 
Presbyterian Churches into one union church. The committee 
consisted of Ken Ruegsegger, Tom Brooke, Dean Phelps, Corinne 
James and Margaret Irey. The plan decided on called for a two-fold 
celebration. The first took place on the weekend of August 25 and26. 
Saturday  featured the annual sweet corn feed on the church lawn. 
The manager of Heinold Hog Market, Rich Rankin, donated a hog 
for roasting. The menu also included sweet corn and homemade ice 
cream. A large tent (20x50) was erected east  of the church. Several 
music groups entertained from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. including Lyle 
Beaver, the Covenant Singers, and music and dance groups from 
other churches in town. A large crowd of over 400 persons enjoyed 
the free feed and entertainment and helped us celebrate.

On Sunday, a large crowd attended worship  in the big tent. It was 
reminiscent of an old-fashioned tent meeting with a hymn-sing 
preceding the sermon. Following the benediction, Tom Brooke, 
representing the Anniversary Committee, came to the pulpit to 
conduct an informal meeting and reveal one of the best-kept secrets 
ever. While the Farmers were on vacation during the summer, 
members of the congregation sent in contributions for a surprise gift 
to present to them on their tenth anniversary at  First Church United. 
Margaret Irey presented Pastor Farmer with a hand-printed 
parchment scroll stating: "In grateful appreciation to Pastor Ralph 
Farmer for ten years of spiritual Leadership, Inspiration and 
Dedication to First  Church United, West Liberty, Iowa." Corinne 
James presented a beautiful picture book of the Holy City to the 
Farmers, and Dean Phelps presented them with a two-piece matching 
luggage set. The climax came with Ken Ruegsegger presenting an 
eleven-day  trip to the Holy Land, scheduled for February  2-13, 1985. 
All were gifts of love to Pastor Farmer and Liz Farmer from a very 
appreciative congregation.
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The 10th Anniversary Service October 21st was an inspirational 
event. Nearly 230 persons were in attendance for the Worship 
Service. Special music by around 60 persons in us combined age 
group choirs opened the service. The Chancel Choir also sang two 
anthems. A new pulpit hanging designed and made by the High 
School class was presented. It  has a symbol for our Union Church 
taken from portions of our parent denominational seals. Pastor 
Farmer's sermon topic for the day was, "More Than a Pretty 
Building."

A fellowship dinner followed with around 180 persons participating. 
The Anniversary Program was moderated by Tom Brooke. Rev. Gary 
Torrens, Presbytery  Executive for East Iowa Presbytery  and Rev. 
William Miller, Regional Minister for the Christian Church in the 
Upper Midwest (Disciples of Christ) were introduced as special 
guests. Corinne James highlighted several noteworthy events and 
accomplishments of our Union Church during these first ten years 
from the history booklet compiled by Margaret Irey.

Board Chairman Wayne Noring made appropriate remarks relating to 
the paying off our building debt in seven years. $292,391was given 
to the Building Fund to pay  off the loans between 1977 and 1984. To 
symbolize this achievement scraps of the mortgage were distributed 
during the mortgage burning ceremony. Near the end of 1984 the 
Board appointed a special committee to begin a survey of a possible 
need for building space expansion. A wall oak bookcase unit in the 
Lounge was funded by the Memorial Fund.

This tenth Anniversary Celebration has truly been one that all who 
attend will remember. As we have reminisced and looked back over 
these ten years as First Church United, we have seen how much we 
have grown in so many wonderful ways. God has worked in us and 
among us to bring this to pass; He brought  us a wonderful leader in 
Pastor Farmer, without whom it might not have happened. When this 
pastor came to us he said that his mission, his priority, was to build, 
not a structure of brick and mortar, but a Family of Faith. We believe 
we accomplished both.
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1985
In February 1985, Pastor and Liz Farmer made their eleven-day 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Egypt, and home. Their understanding 
and appreciation of the Bible was deepened and expanded because of 
this trip, a gift of love from the congregation, and became an 
important impetus to his sermon and Kerygma Bible study 
preparations and presentations. Highlights in 1985 included a Lenten 
Series, "Jerusalem at Passover," which featured slides from Pastor 
Farmer's trip to the Holy Land.

Hospice held a Volunteer training session at  our Church for 23 
additional Volunteers and hired its first Patient Care coordinator, 
Mary Schneider. Two Easter Services set  a record attendance for 
Easter Sunday. The three-year (4/1982 to 3/85) Building Fund 
Campaign ended in March with over $17,000 extra after paying off 
the parking lot and building debt.

The Westminster Choir (grades 4-6) presented a Cantata, "Gospel 
Animals, " in March. The Chi Rho Choir (Jr. High) presented a 
Cantata, 'Angels," in May. Around 420 persons participated in the 
Summer Festival Barbecue Lawn Party  in August. Chard DeNiord 
completed two years as Youth Director in May  and Robert Robinson 
assumed the position in October. The Chancel Choir presented a 
Bach Festival of Music in October.

The Building Study Committee and Manse Study Committee 
presented reports and recommendations at the November 
Stewardship Supper November 17th. A need for additional classroom 
space, storage space and a multipurpose room for our growing 
congregation was explained. The condition of church finances was 
reported and estimated remodeling costs given. It was announced 
that land east  of the parking lot (2.9 acres) is for sale as a possible 
building site for a new Manse.

1986
Ann McCrabb completed five years of service as Church Secretary  in 
1985 and Marilyn Ruegsegger assumed those duties in January 1986. 
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Celia Bjork retired as church Treasurer after 15 years of service. 
Ferne Sullivan retired as Board Secretary after eleven years of 
service. The Westminster Choir presented a Cantata, "To Tell the 
Truth," in February.

The goal to build a Christian Education wing onto the church and to 
replace the Manse was approved at a special Congregational meeting 
February 9, 1986. The purchase of the Angerer property (2.9 acres) 
adjacent to the parking lot for $10,000 was approved. A Building 
Fund Campaign in April was also approved. The Christian Education 
Wing Building committee elected were: Ken Ruegsegger, Chairman, 
Linda Rankin, Mary Ashton, Lori Brooke, H. Filmore Melick, Joe 
Myers, Dean Phelps, and Janet Woody. Elected to the Manse 
Replacement Committee were Dick Stenabaugh, Chairman, Rich 
Rankin, Dona Petsel, Keith Barnhart, Tom Brooke, Corinne James, 
and Celia Bjork.

The Memorial Fund purchased 14 padded stack chairs for the 
Lounge. The Crusaders purchased a new copier for the church office. 
The Building Fund Campaign goal of $75,000 was more than met by 
the Fund Drive in April. on Victory  Sunday, May  4, 1986, Campaign 
co-Chairmen Wayne Noring and Chad James announced to the 
Congregation that pledges and gifts toward the construction of an 
Educational Wing and the Replacement of the Manse totaled 
$105,790.

On May 22, 1986, the Congregation voted to move ahead with the 
goal of building a Christian Education Wing to our Church building 
and to build a new Manse. Both Building committees worked hard 
during the summer completing the designs. Ground breaking for both 
projects were held after Worship Sunday, August 17 ,1986.

The Summer Lawn Festival in August was enjoyed by over 525 
persons. Pork Barbecue, sweet corn and homemade ice cream was 
served. An interesting variety  of musical entertainment under the big 
tent on the lawn included Lyle Beaver, Branchers’ Quartet, Mexican 
Dance Group, The Covenant Singers, Methodist Bell Ringers, and 
the Atalissa church choir. The Sunday worship service was held on 
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the lawn under the tent. A double mixed quartet plus one from our 
Chancel Choir presented two inspiring gospel songs.

Roberta Culp-Murray  became our part-time Christian Education 
Director in September. Construction of the new Manse proceeded 
rapidly. The old Manse on clay St. was sold for $37,500. The new 
Manse was completed in early November and Pastor Farmer's family 
moved into it November 8th. Construction on the new Education 
Wing was delayed for over six weeks by problems getting the 
material for the steel roof. Everyone was disappointed it could not be 
completed in December as scheduled.

The Fall Stewardship Dinner was held using the theme "Called to Be 
Disciples.” A "Coping with the Holidays" Bereavement Group 
session was held in our church building by Hospice in November.

1987
A six-week Bereavement Support Group sponsored by Hospice with 
Pastor Farmer as one of the leaders was held in January and 
February, of 1987.

Many volunteer hours were given by many persons helping to get the 
Educational Wing finished during January and early February  in 
preparation for Open House. A Dedication Service and Open House 
for the completed Building Project was held Sunday, February 15, 
1987. The Dedication Ceremony was quite impressive. All the 
children and youth in our Christian Education Program participated. 
Tom Brooke for the Manse Replacement Committee made the 
presentation of the completed Manse to the Congregation for 
Dedication. Ken Ruegsegger for the Education Wing Committee 
made the presentation of the completed Educational Wing. Past 
Board Chairman, Marianne Phelps, in accepting the completed 
projects for the Congregation, gave an interesting review of the 
various feelings the building program had invoked during its stages. 
Both Building Committees and everyone involved in the Christian 
Education programs of the Church gathered around the Communion 
Table for the Dedication Prayer by the Congregation in unison from 
the bulletin.
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A public Open House was held during the afternoon that Sunday. 
Members of the Manse and Educational Wing Committees were tour 
guides and hosts. Pictorial displays of the various stages of the 
projects provided by Marilyn Irey and video tapes made of the 
projects by Pastor Farmer were viewed informally. The Building 
Committees for both projects were advised by David Yoder Design 
Service of Kalona. Terry Ruess Construction was the General 
Contractor for the Manse. The General Contractor for the 
Educational Wing was Pat  Moore Construction. The Manse was built 
at a cost of $90,000 plus $2,162 in special donations for the Deck 
and other amenities. The Educational Wing cost $100,000 plus 
$1,247 in special donations for extra furnishings.

The Westminster Choir (grades 4-6) presented a musical about 
Moses and Pharaoh February 22, 1987. The Lenten Theme was "We 
Have Seen Jesus” in 1987. Pastor Farmer's 25th anniversary of 
Ordination to the Ministry was observed March 15. Our Chancel 
Choir shared their Easter music with the Nichols Christian Church 
April 26. An outdoor Sunday Worship Service and Church Family 
Picnic was held at Cedar Valley Conservation Park May 31st.

Leo Greco from WMT Radio joined Lyle Beaver in providing 
accordion and vocal music for the Annual Summer Lawn Festival in 
August which featured sweet corn, barbecued pork and homemade 
ice cream. A welcome rain forced the events to be held inside.

The ninth year of Thursday Youth Club began in the Fall of 1987. 
Rally Day and Christian Education Sunday was held September 13th 
with Rev. Jim Kratz, Associate Regional Minister of the Christian 
Church in the Upper Midwest as guest speaker. Memorial gifts 
provided landscaping shrubbery and several trees for the Manse.

In September 1987, the Church took over the ownership and 
operation of the Peter Pan Preschool from Jan Koellner, who had 
rented the church building for many years. Twenty-two children were 
enrolled in the three-afternoon-a-week program. Bible Stories and 
Christian Concepts were added to make this a Christian Preschool. 
Corrine Lonergan is the Director. The Official Board appointed Jan 

48



Koellner, Missy Johnson and Dean Phelps to administer the 
operation of the school.

1988
The last  week of January 1988, our Church participated with the 
other churches in the community  to hold for the first  time a "Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. " An Ecumenical Service was held at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church. The Westminster Choir (grades 4 and 5) 
presented a Cantata, Who's the Wise Guy, about the life of King 
Solomon, February 14th.

The custom of holding Men's Fellowship Breakfasts was resumed. A 
Sunday morning breakfast was held in January, February  and March. 
The Voluntary Action's Clothes Closet had to be moved from the 
Methodist Church because they needed the space. Much time and 
effort by  several in our congregation was given to this project. The 
Food Pantry continues to be located in our Church Building.

Our women hosted the World Day  of Prayer on March 4, 1988. 
"Crosses of Lent," was the Lenten theme for 1988. "The Verdict” in 
an Easter Play, was presented Palm Sunday evening. A cast of 
characters from our congregation gave an impressive performance.

A different alternative summer Christian Education experience for 
our children was tried in 1988. A Saturday Bible School Day Camp 
at Cedar Valley Park was held May 14th. This proved to be a 
valuable experience for the kids as well as the staff. Several complete 
families participated.

Much time and effort was given by members of this congregation to 
the community efforts in preparation for West Liberty's 
Sesquicentennial Celebration in July. The Church Board formed 
several task force committees to prepare the Church's part  in the 
celebration.

On Sunday, July 3, 1988, former members and friends of the church 
have been invited to "come back home" to be with us in worship and 
for dinner. Over 330 reservations have been made for the dinner 
which will feature barbecued pork, sweet corn, potato salad, coleslaw 

49



and homemade ice cream. Lyle Beaver will play his accordion during 
the dinner and after dinner a presentation of patriotic and gospel 
music by the Covenant Singers will be enjoyed.

The times for Sunday  School and Worship were changed August 28, 
1988 with Sunday School convening at 9:00 a.m. and Worship at 
10:00 a.m. Our first Seminary Intern was employed as part time 
Christian Education/Youth Director for the school year. She was 
Barbara Hickock a second year Divinity  Student at Dubuque 
Seminary. A new Sunday School Curriculum "Bible Discovery" was 
evaluated and selected, published by both our parent denominations.

To help meet the 1988 Budget the Board asked the congregation for a 
13th month pledge as an extra offering and gift  by the end of the 
year. A Church Family Directory with pictures and background 
information was distributed. The Fall Semester of Thursday Youth 
Clubs was held October 6—December 15. A Mother/Daughter 
Banquet was held with 140 in attendance. A Wednesday morning 
Bible Study Class was begun by Pastor Farmer in October. The first 
study was in Acts. A Stewardship  Play, "The Floundering Spaceship" 
was presented. Church Loyalty Visitation of the membership was 
held to share information about the church and urge support of the 
1989 Budget.

1989
The winter Session of Thursday Youth Club was held January 26—
April 27. A Blanket Sunday Offering totaled $396. An Ash 
Wednesday Devotional Service was held and a Chain of Prayer Vigil 
held. The Memorial Fund provided two quality  wide tables for the 
Lounge/Board Room.

The Bicentennial of the Presbyterian Church in the United States was 
observed. Bible School/Day Camp was held at Cedar Valley Park. 
Easter Witness monologs were presented by  lay people during the 
seven Sundays of Eastertide. The Sigma Rho Youth Mystery Trip in 
June was to Chicago.
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The 15th Anniversary  of the Church was celebrated August 27. 
Featured for this anniversary  was a Choir Reunion. Two anthems 
were presented by  the Reunion Choir under the direction of Georgia 
Kiwala. Pastor Farmer's sermon lifted our need to continue to reach 
out in ministry  and witness to those outside the church. Barbecued 
pork was provided for the potluck dinner served after the service. A 
program featured remarks by  Music Director Georgia Kiwala who 
organized our first children's choir in 1971. A printed history of our 
music program was compiled for distribution. Corinne James, Ken 
Ruegsegger, Tom Brooke and Wayne Noring presented a review of 
the steps leading to the merger in 1974. Betty  Akers reviewed 
highlights of the past five years since the 10th Anniversary.

Carol Lamp was selected as Seminary  Intern part  time Christian 
Education/Youth Director for the school year 1989-90. The 2nd year 
of Wednesday morning Bible Study taught by Pastor Farmer 
continued with the book of Acts and then Romans. Two young 
people began taking lessons on the Church Organ with costs deferred 
by a Memorial Fund established by  the Schermerhorn family. The 
fall session of Thursday  Youth Clubs was October 5—December 14. 
$919 was raised by our Church for the CROP Walk. 

Yellow parking stripes were painted on the parking lot. The 
Choristers Choir presented a Cantata, "Noah and His Floating Zoo". 
The 1989 Stewardship theme: "Give of Your Self, GOD'S VERY 
BEST” featured a congregational pot-luck dinner and program. We 
participated in a special project of the Voluntary Action Council to 
assist four families in South Carolina who were victims of Hurricane 
Hugo. Ralph and Betty Akers and Verland and Mary Olsen took a 
pickup load of household goods and food to them.

1990
The winter session of Thursday  Youth Clubs was held January  8—
April 26. Blanket Offering was $298. A Chain of Prayer Vigil was 
held again with a Devotional Service on Ash Wednesday. A Mother/
Daughter Banquet was held. A computer was acquired for the church 
office. Pastor and Secretary  were instructed by Dean Phelps. Worship 
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Services followed Lenten theme: "50 Days to Bring Christ's Hope to 
Our Nation.” An appreciation supper was served to the Christian 
Education Staff. Bicentennial Mission Fund Dinner and Campaign 
was held April 26. $9,443 was pledged over three years. This money 
for extra mission projects was divided between our two 
denominations.

An Endowment Fund was approved by the congregation May 6, 
1990. Its purpose is to receive accumulated, inherited and 
appreciated resources through bequests in wills, trust, gift annuities, 
insurance, etc. Interest from the Endowment Fund is used to enhance 
and enlarge the Christian Work of First  Church United. Bible School/
Day Camp was held June 8-9 with classes at the church on Friday 
and activities at Cedar Valley Park on Saturday. The Sunday Worship 
Service that weekend was held at Cedar Valley. The Covenant 
Singers gospel singing group held a benefit concert for Camp 
Courageous June 17 in our Sanctuary. This was the last  concert by 
this group started 15 years ago by Liz Farmer.

The Sigma Rho Youth Spring Trip was to Kansas City. A Corn Feed 
and Pork Barbecue was held August 4. Carol Lamp  began her 2nd 
year as Seminary Intern/Christian Education/Youth Director in 
September. $679 was raised by our Church for the CROP Walk. Fall 
Session of Thursday Youth Clubs was October 4 —December 20. 
The Chancel Choir presented a Cantata, "Lazarus". An All Church 
Halloween Party was held.

A congregational soup supper and program introduced the 
Stewardship  theme: "Come and See What God has Done." 
Recommendations from a Strategic Planning Report were discussed. 
The Deacons organized a transportation project to help  people from 
the Simpson Home and other apartments get to church services.

1991
The winter session of Thursday  Youth Club was held January 24 - 
April 25. The Blanket Offering was $423. A Week of Prayer and 
Prayer Chain Vigil was held. A prayer chain sponsored by  the 
Deacons was updated. This is activated by request for unusual 
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circumstances. The Lenten theme was "50 Days to welcome Christ to 
our church." An appreciation supper was served for the Christian 
Education Staff. Georgia Kiwala was recognized and honored for 20 
years of service as Music/Choir Director. A new Amplifier and 
Hearing Enhancement System was installed in the Sanctuary by the 
Memorial Fund. Spirituals for the Spirit were presented by  the 
Chancel Choir of 21 voices. Each year this choir has a "Funday 
Sunday" singing spirituals.

The Sigma Rho Youth group changed their spring fun trip to a 
Mission Work/Study  Trip and went to help  a church in Chicago June 
27-30. Youth Director Carol Lamp, Lay Sponsors Blaine and Jodi 
Kelly  and Pastor Farmer accompanied seven youth on the trip. Bible 
School Day Camp featured classes at the church Thursday and 
Friday evenings and all-day activities at Cedar Valley Park on 
Saturday.

A patriotic service was held to pay tribute and to pray for the service 
persons in the Persian Gulf War. The Corn Feed and Pork Barbecue 
was held August 4 with lawn games offered for all ages. The 
Outreach Committee began recruiting volunteers to deliver 
information packets for the Chamber that would also discover church 
prospects. A Church pictorial/biographical Directory was completed. 
It was done by Scoff Hillyer Photography, a member of our church. 
An All Church Garage/Bake Sale was held September 21, raised 
$1,084 for our Christian Education/youth Ministry.

The Peter Pan Christian Preschool added a morning class for three-
year olds in September. Fall Semester of Thursday Youth Clubs was 
September l9—December 19. People of the Covenant Study/Share/
Pray program began in October. In October, the Congregation voted 
approval for Part-time Associate Pastor position for 1992. Cottage 
Meetings were held for the Stewardship  Program, "Count on Me". 
The Church through the Crusaders adopted a two mile stretch of 
roadside west of town as a semi-annual clean-up  project. A sign with 
the Church's name was put up by the Highway Department.
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1992
Carol Lamp began her duties as part-time Associate Pastor in 
January. The Winter Session of Thursday Youth Clubs was held 
January 23—April 9. People of the Covenant Group met in the 
winter and Fall. Chancel Choir held Funday Sunday of Spirituals. 
Circle of Friends Young Adult Fellowship/Discussion Group was 
formed in February. The chorister choir presented a cantata, Oh, 
Jonah. Prayer chain vigil was held and the Lenten theme was "A 
Closer Walk". Pastor Farmer taught an eight-week Christian 
Caregiving Class during Lent.

Dark brown choir robes for the Chancel Choir were dedicated March 
8. They are a gift of the Memorial Fund. Pastor Farmer's 30th 
ordination Anniversary was observed in March. The Chancel Choir, 
organist Marianne Phelps and pastor Farmer participated in an 
ordination service for Carol Lamp at Tipton March 29. The 
Installation service for her as associate pastor was held April 26.

A new Allen Digital organ was installed and introduced in June. It is 
a gift of Mr. and Mrs. Filmore Melick in 1992.

An appreciation supper was served to the Christian Education staff. 
Vacation Bible school was held in the evenings June 4 and 5 and the 
morning of June 6. Ten young people from the sigma Rho Youth 
Group  went on the second Mission Trip in June to work with a 
church in Kansas City. Associate Pastor Carol Lamp, Blaine and Jodi 
Kelly, Darren Brooke and Scott Barnhart were the adults on the trip.

A new carpet  was installed in Fellowship Room, hallways and the 
Narthex the first week in June. Nine new Andersen windows 
replaced in the old Educational wing. The summer Corn Feed and 
Pork Barbecue was held in July. An office for the Associate pastor 
was furnished and vertical window blinds were installed in the 
Fellowship Room. Food was collected for victims of the hurricane in 
Florida. The All Church Garage/Bake sale raised $1118 for the 
Christian Education/youth Fund.
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1993

The winter session of Thursday club was January 21—April 1. The 
Wednesday  morning Bible study class studied Revelations. 
Fellowship Luncheons were served one Sunday  a month in January, 
February, March and November. A senior wellness program of 
various morning exercise activities was begun in January  by  a 
committee of Mary Pat Brooke, Barbara Larson and Josephine Webb. 
A kid’s Cantata: O Me! O My! O Nehemiah! was presented by a 
combined choir of Cherub and Choristers choirs.

The Lenten theme: "The way  of The Cross' featured distribution of 
pocket crosses and rededication of crosses given out number of years 
ago. The Chancel Choir presented the Easter Messiah on Palm 
Sunday and Funday Sunday in May. 50-year plus members of the 
church were honored on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. Christian 
Education staff and Ferne Sullivan, Sunday school secretary  for 
many years were also honored. Vacation Bible school was held all 
day Saturday and Sunday morning. Seven youth and Associate Pastor 
Carol Lamp and Blaine and Jodi Kelly  participated in the Sigma Rho 
youth Mission Trip to Kansas City. Associate pastor Carol Lamp 
resigned and competed her work June 30.

Summer Corn Feed and Pork Barbecue was held July 31. A Gospel 
singer/pianist gave two concerts during the barbecue. New carpet 
was installed in the rooms of the old C.E. wing, lounge, and offices 
in August. Parking lot entrances were paved with Asphalt. The 
Memorial Fund furnished the lounge with modern furniture. The All 
Church Garage/Bake Sale raised $1,094 for the Christian Education/
Youth Fund. D. Mark Davis was employed as part-time Christian 
Education/Youth Director in October. The Fall Session of Thursday 
Youth Clubs was October 7-December 16. The Cherub and 
Choristers Choirs presented a Cantata, For Goodness Sake,  directed 
by Susan Lehman and Georgia Kiwala with Marianne Phelps at the 
piano.
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December is always an active happy month at F.C.U. An Advent 
Dinner is served to the congregation after Worship the first Sunday 
of December by the Sigma Rho Youth. We celebrate the Hanging of 
the Greens after Dinner by decorating the church building. Norma 
Brooks has headed up  this project for many years. In 1990, the 
Christmas Program was presented on the first  Sunday night in 
December. This was so popular, we has continued that date. 

That same year we began a Candlelight Service of Carols and 
Readings at the Sunday morning Service before Christmas. A large 
group of mixed ages goes Caroling to the older folks each December. 
The Chancel Choir presents a program of Advent/Christmas Anthems 
at one of the December services. The High School Youth continue a 
long tradition of presenting a 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service each 
year. Our Youth Directors have given messages the last two years 
and each year Pastor Farmer serves a Candlelight  Communion in 
which everyone 3rd grade and older comes to the Table with a candle 
to commune. F.C.U. participates with the other churches in a 
Christmas Boxes distribution project each year. Betty Akers has 
served as Coordinator of this project for many years.

1995
This past year has been another busy and active one in the life of our 
congregation. An important difficult decision was made following 
months of planning and discussion to sell the north portion of our 
land for a building site for a proposed Community Center. The roof 
replacement project approved in 1994, was completed during the 
spring. Pastor Farmer had 24 weeks of Wednesday Morning Bible 
Studies. FCU conducted Simpson Home Worship  Service and Bible 
Studies with Deacons helping serve Communion. The SHARE Food 
Program sponsored monthly by  FCU with distributed in Fellowship 
Hall to community participants. There was a 50-Plus Wellness 
Exercise Program during weekdays, all year. The Chancel Choir had 
a Funday Sunday program of spirituals on January 29th. 

There was a winter 10-week session of Thursday Youth Clubs from 
February 2—April 6. The roof replacement project began February 
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15th. The warm Blanket Offering on February 19th was $505. Pastor 
Farmer conducted a Lenten Retreat on March 5. The Lenten Themes
—"The Garden of Lent" and "The Voices of Lent" with a “Wreath of 
Thorns" Monologues enhanced Easter. FCU “Invite Someone to 
Church Palm Sunday and Easter” emphasis by Outreach Committee 
increased attendance using ads placed in Muscatine Journal 
newspaper. The Easter “One Great Hour of Sharing” Offering was 
$928. FCU hosted Ecumenical Good Friday Tenebrae Service, and 
Holy Week Anthems by Chancel Choir were presented Palm Sunday.
Two well attended Easter Services occurred with C.E. Dir. Mark 
Davis preaching at early service; Easter Brunch after the early 
service, and Pastor Farmer at late service.

Congregation voted approval of land sale for Community Center 
April 30th after holding Discussion Forums, with provision of sale 
that Community Center never hold a liquor license or resell the 
property  without consulting FCU to ensure the neighbors and 
neighborhood not endure unethical neighbors. Baptism/Confirmation 
Service was conducted for five ninth graders on June 4. The Sigma 
Rho Youth Mission Trip was to Chicago June 8—11. Recognition 
and Retirement Reception was held for Dottie Mays June 25th for 
years of organ and piano playing.

A “Circle of Friends’ young couples Work Trip  was to Chicago to 
work with Habitat for Humanity  July  13—15. The FCU Church 
Food Stand at the Muscatine County Fair July 19-23 was quite 
profitable, and Pastor Farmer conducted dedication ceremony for 
Neil Wicks Memorial Walkway at  the Fairgrounds before the 
Community Worship Service. Five youth from our congregation 
attended Summer Church Camp at Camp Wyoming and Audrey 
Noring and Marilyn Ruegsegger also served as Counselors at Camp 
Wyoming. Vacation Bible School was held evenings August 7-10.

Mark Davis completed his two year ministry with us as Youth/
Christian Education Director and a Farewell Reception was held 
August 13. An All Church Garage Sale occurred on September 16 
and 23 raised $635 for Youth Ministry. Jeff Ireland was selected to be 
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the new Youth/Christian Education Director. He began working with 
us September 17. A fall ten-week semester of Thursday Clubs went 
from October 5—December 14. Pastor Farmer conducted a Book 
Discussion Group "My Name Is Asher Lev" on October 26. 

Let's Go With Mo Cantata was presented by Cherub and Chorister 
Choirs on November 5, followed by a Congregational Fellowship 
Potluck Dinner. "Called to Serve With all Our Gifts" was our 
Stewardship Theme in November. Small Group Stewardship Groups 
were held the evening of November 5 in members homes. Memorial 
trees were planted in Bell Tower area in memory  of Pam (Westra) 
Hillyer.

An Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner and Service with offering for 
CROP was on November 26. “Come Home for Christmas” was the 
Outreach Theme to reach others in West Liberty  area. An Advent 
Brunch was served to Congregation by Sigma Rho Youth December 
3. They  also had a Christmas Program "What's So Special?" on 
December 3. 

The entire church had a Christmas Caroling Party  on December 10. 
Dean Phelps used his trailer to haul participants to the nursing homes 
and elderly  members. There was a Christmas Box Distribution with 
lots of donations and help to serve over 100 families. Christmas 
Anthems were shared by Chancel Choir on December 17. Christmas 
Carols and Readings highlighted the Christmas Eve Candlelight and 
Communion Service, led by  the youth and Youth Director Jeff 
Ireland.

1996
Pastor Farmer had 26 weeks of Wednesday Morning Bible Studies. 
FCU conducted Simpson Home Worship Service and Bible Studies 
with Deacons helping serve Communion. The SHARE Food 
Program sponsored monthly by  FCU with distributed in Fellowship 
Hall to community participants. There was a 50-Plus Wellness 
Exercise Program during weekdays, all year. The Chancel Choir had 
a Funday Sunday  program of spirituals on February 11th. There was 
a Winter 10-week Session of Thursday Youth Clubs from February  1 
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– April 4. The warm Blanket Offering on February  19th was $1005. 
A Valentine Congregational Potluck Dinner was on February  11th 
with the Fellowship Hall filled.

Lenten Study Class "We Are an Easter People" was taught by  Pastor 
Farmer on Sunday evenings. The Lenten Theme was "By My Hand? 
For My Sake" with monologues by Lay Readers. The Easter “One 
Great Hour of Sharing” offering was $1179. FCU hosted Ecumenical 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service.

There was an Ecumenical Choir Concert on Palm Sunday night led 
by our music staff and choir. There were several Holy  Week anthems 
by Chancel Choir on Palm Sunday, and two well attended Easter 
services with Easter Brunch served.

The roof replacement fund debt was paid off May lst. There was 
recognition of Mothers and Grandmothers on Mother’s Day. Susan 
Lehman was recognized for service as Cherub Choir Director for 12 
years. New microphones were acquired to upgrade our sound system.

Ecumenical Vacation Bible School was conducted on June 4-7. 
Sigma Rho Youth Mission Trip was to St Louis June 13—16, and 
Jeff Ireland completed his work with us as C.E./Youth Director.

The Church Food Stand at  the Muscatine Country Fair July 17-21 
netted $5,529 profit with lots of good help from the congregation. 
Profits help children go to camp and support special areas of church 
life, here and afar. Pastor Farmer was the speaker at the Community 
Service at  the Fair July 21st which was held at the Methodist Church 
because of rain.

Kerry Norgard Gerhard became our C.E./Youth Director September 
15th after Jeff Ireland completed his religious studies at University  of 
Iowa. Evening Wednesday Bible Study Classes were offered by 
Pastor Farmer in September.

Chancel Choirs’ Funday Sunday program of spirituals and Gospel 
songs was presented on September 22nd. A special Global Mission 
Satellite Worship  Service was held at Carver Hawkeye Arena in Iowa 
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City  October 6th and was well attended by our Chancel Choir and 
members.

The Fall Semester of Thursday Clubs began October l0 to December 
12. Choristers and Cherub Choir presented This Little Light of Mine 
Cantata on November 10th. The CROP offering from our church 
totaled $5,933 and was matched by the Stanley  Foundation. An 
Advent Brunch was served on December 1st by Sigma Rho Youth. A 
Christmas Caroling Party  was held on December 8th with many 
members traveling to Simpson Home and shut-ins.

A Script for the Chancel Choir program “Christmas Blessings 
Symbolized in the Advent Candles" was written by  Pastor Farmer. 
There were Christmas Carols and Readings with Candlelight Service 
on December 22nd, and a Christmas Program Pageant on December 
l5th. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was led by Youth and Youth 
Director Kerry Gerhard. Communion Service was conducted by 
Pastor. There was record attendance. Pastor Ralph Farmer retired as 
fulltime pastor and became an Interim Pastor at New London, 
Keokuk and more.

1997
1997 will long be remembered by the Congregation of First Church 
United, with both sadness at the loss of Pastor Farmer as a pastor, 
and with excitement and anticipation of a new pastor in the future. 
Highlights of 1997 for the Official Board would be threefold:

1. Dealing with Pastor Farmer's resignation in all aspects

2. Carrying on Church business, as normally as possible, 
between pastors

3. Serving as the Interim Search and Hiring Committee

Rev. Dr. William Dummer became the Interim Pastor of FCU. 
During the time in which he served the congregation he fulfilled both 
the job description for Interim Pastor which the Official Board 
developed and began helping the congregation achieve the tasks of 
an interim period.
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Worship Services–Pastor Dummer planned all of the Sunday worship 
services to provide the congregation with alternative worship 
experiences.

Leadership and Administrative Support–He worked with the Official 
Board in developing an agenda which resembles an order of worship 
as a reminder that as a church board they strive to be a community of 
spiritual leaders engaged in worshipful work. In addition, a time of 
Biblical/theological reflection for the Board before it gets down to 
the "business" at hand was conducted each month. The Christian 
Education Director and Pastor Dummer coordinated programs for the 
youth. Kerry  focused more on Christian Education programming and 
for the most part is the one doing the Children's Message in worship.

Denominational and Ecumenical Relationships–The Pastor became 
involved in the activities of both denominations. He attended 
presbytery, cluster assemblies and support groups for Presbyterian 
interim pastors and Disciples pastors in the cluster.

1997 Summer worship services were held at 9 AM  with any classes 
conducted afterward.

The farm ground was farmed one more year by the Brown Bros. 
whom we sincerely thank once again. Trees were removed on church 
property  after a severe storm damaged many trees. Church entrances 
were newly carpeted. Pastor Farmer's retirement party was a 
highlight for the congregation after 22 years. The Board approved the 
use of office space in the church for Community Center Board to 
launch a financial campaign. Presbyterian Representative (Rev. Ann 
Rouse), and Disciples Representatives (Rev. Alan Mace and Rev Bill 
Bass), attended various monthly  meetings to assist in the Interim and 
Pastoral Searches and the Mission Study. Board received resumes 
from Interim Candidates and then followed up on each with calls, 
interviews, visits, and letters.

The manse driveway  was cemented and minor repairs and cleaning 
of manse and deck was done prior to a new pastor. Bev Hovenkamp 
conducted an exit interview concerning Pastor Farmer and further 
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advised us on the Mission Study and PNC (Pastoral Nominating 
Committee)

An Official Board Retreat was planned for January  1998. The Board 
requested volunteers to Lay readers and assist with worship services. 
A Congregational meeting was called to dissolve relationship 
between Pastor Farmer and FCU.

Some of our members have wondered why we did not immediately 
hire a new pastor. There needs a time to assess our needs and wants 
in order before looking for in a minister. The Mission Study Steering 
Committee worked with the congregation to determine mission 
directions.

1998
There was not a permanent pastor for most  of this year. This past 
year has been very  busy and active members and committees in the 
congregation. Program committees and the Official Board worked 
diligently carrying out their responsibilities.

A review of the various activities and significant activities which 
occurred in 1998 are listed as follows: Rev. William Dummer served 
as interim minister from January  1 to October l4. Pulpit supplies 
were used from October l8 through December 27 with Rev. Paul 
Davidson of Williamsburg.

Sunday services- Simpson Home Worship Service and Bible Studies 
were conducted by Rev. Dummer. After Rev. Dummer left, the 
worship  services were conducted by the Elders and the Bible Studies 
were conducted by Deacons. Elders conducted worship and 
communion service at Heath Manor during October, Thanksgiving 
weekend and Christmas Day. It  is planned to conduct monthly 
services at Heath Manor during 1999.

SHARE Food Program was conducted from FCU until June 1998 
and suspended thereafter. Full congregational involvement was 
involved in Mission Study/Assessment of Congregational 
Effectiveness of FCU in matching Pastoral Candidates. Two 
weekend sessions, January 25 and 26 and March 7 and 8 helped to 
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determine the 12 Keys Assessment to an Effective Church with 
Disciples executive Rev. Richard Guentert.

Rev. Gary Torrens, Presbyterian executive, led the Mission Study 
Committee on February  12 and 19. Pulpit exchanges were held 
among the cooperating clergy January l8. Rev. Dummer preached at 
West Liberty Fellowship Church, and Rev. Mario Padilla preached at 
FCU. An All Church Potluck dinner was held following the services 
at West Liberty United Methodist Church.

Comprehensive introduction to the Bible as a whole was started in 
evenings during January. Pastoral Search Nominating Committee 
began meeting on January 26 with Gary  Torrens and Richard 
Guentert, executives to Presbyterian and Disciples denominations 
respectively. The Church Board held a retreat on January l0 to 
establish goals and norms. Deacons organized in February  led by 
Mrs. Janes. The committee met monthly and reported calls and 
significant issues. The Deacons served communion to ill and shut-ins 
for several months. The Elders assumed this responsibly  in late 
summer.

First Church United held two special Holy Week Services, Upper 
Room Service on Maundy  Thursday, and Ecumenical. December was 
filled with special events, from Christmas Caroling, Special Chancel 
Choir Service - "The Angels Message", Children's Christmas 
Cantata, Chancel Choir Candlelight Service, and Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion Service.

Reception was held for Rev. Dummer as he accepted new interim 
pastor position in Wisconsin. There was also a reception for the 
Powers Family as they are moving to Kansas. Kerry Gerhard served 
as Christian Education, Youth Director.

Christmas Boxes Distribution with lots of donations and help from 
Nichols, Atalissa and West Liberty. The FCU Official Board 
purchased a new folding machine for the office. Liberty Crusaders 
purchased a new computer for the office. The secretary's computer 
was placed in the Pastor's Office. Carpet at the Church and Manse 
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was cleaned. Manse walls were painted in preparation of the new 
pastor’s arrival. Mrs. Mackey graciously  donated a new video 
camera. The Memorial Fund Committee donated new VCR.

Church and manse lawns were mowed by  several volunteers during 
the summer. Many  volunteers were required during the last year to 
make the. Church operate efficiently. Our prayers are for the Lord to 
provide us with a new pastor who will lead us into the 21st Century 
and provide the assistance necessary to FCU in Mission Goals: 
Worship; Member Care and Involvement; Leadership Development: 
Education; and Outreach.

1999
Al Zimmerman was selected as the new minister, and he came from 
the campus ministry  at Manhattan, Kansas. He and his family, wife 
Cindy and children T.J. and Heidi, moved here from Manhattan, 
Kansas in January, and the life of our church has been blessed. They 
have all taken an active role in the life of the church and the 
community. 

In his first year as pastor, Al Zimmerman stated “as the pastor of 
First church United, it has been a most satisfying and fulfilling time 
for me. When I arrived, I said that I had been looking for an active 
church and several of you responded. I have found that FCU is, 
indeed, an active and vital church and I am pleased to be a part of it. 
Perhaps the most significant thing I have done during the past year is 
simply  to have become acquainted with FCU....I have spent much 
time and energy becoming familiar with the church and all its 
programs; getting to know the people that make our church family; 
making connections with community  leaders in West Liberty, and in 
the Ministerial Association; and becoming involved with the higher 
bodies of both denominations....A major portion of my time has been 
spent in preparing for and conducting our regular Sunday morning 
worship  services, as well as special services throughout the year. As I 
have worked in this area of ministry, I have gained a deep 
appreciation for the music programs of this church and the people 
who work to maintain the excellence that we have achieved.”
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With Al's leadership and the hard work of the Board and the 
congregation, many other exciting things have been accomplished 
this year. The basement of the manse has been remodeled to include 
an extra bedroom and a new family room (that has also served as a 
meeting area for the Sigma Rho group). Many repairs were also 
completed around the church itself. Panic bars and new weather 
stripping were added to all the exterior doors of the church, the sign 
in front of the church was repaired and can once again be lit up at 
night. Sound system improvements were completed. Replacement of 
the furnaces and air conditioners for the sanctuary were also 
approved. These projects, and many others, would not have been 
completed without the efforts of the and many volunteers.

Other changes also occurred in the church. We were saddened with 
the loss of our long time Choir Director, Georgia Kiwala, early  this 
year. This is a great loss for our church, but we are very fortunate to 
have a group of people determined to carry  on the strong tradition of 
musical worship. Susie Lehman took over as director of the choir, 
and with the help of Marianne Phelps, Lori Brooke, Mary Larson, 
and Cindy Zimmerman, the choirs continue to enrich our worship 
experience. In memory of Georgia's dedication to music, our music 
department took on a new project with the start-up of the chime choir 
this year. This group has been a wonderful addition to our services.

Pastor Zimmerman and the Christian Education Committee have 
been working hard to strengthen the youth programs this year. Many 
new Sunday school teachers have brought ideas to the Sunday  school 
classes this year that have been met with success. The Thursday 
youth clubs continue to be well attended.

2000
Al Zimmerman concluded his second year of ministry at  First 
Church United. We are thankful for the commitment and dedication 
shown by  the congregation. Our church remains an active and vital 
part of the Kingdom of God. Specifically the Christian Education 
and Youth programs have been energized by  the hiring of Linda 
Foorin in August as Christian Ed./Youth Director. Attendance at 
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Thursday club increased significantly since she assumed her duties. 
Linda will graduate from Dubuque Theological Seminary  and be 
ordained into the ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in January, 2001 She brings many gifts to FCU and is a 
welcome addition to the professional staff.

In the area of worship, the Saturday Alternative Worship has proven 
to be a popular new idea. Offered for the first time this past summer, 
the services were very well received and offer tire potential of 
reaching out to the community and young people in new and 
innovative ways.

Giving in December enabled us to meet the 2000 budget and the 
stewardship campaign resulted in an 8% increase in pledges for the 
2001 budget year. In addition, the church's Endowment Fund has 
progressed to the point  where it is organized and functioning 
efficiently, benefiting both our church and the community, as well as 
our larger denominations.

The challenge to the Board and congregation for 2001 has two 
components. One, as our programs grow and expand we need more 
volunteers to step forward and help in areas such as our youth clubs 
and the alternative services. Secondly, may  there be a willingness to 
try new things, an openness to change as we look for new ways to 
share the gospel and reach out to others.

Heath Manor Communion services were held monthly. An Ash 
Wednesday service, including imposition of ashes was held on Mar. 
9. A Maundy Thursday Agape service was held on Apr. 20. Two 
Easter services were held with a brunch between the Early  Service 
and late service on Apr. 23. Saturday  alternative worship were 
conducted between Jun. l0 and Aug. 26. A Confirmation service was 
held for three students on Jun, l8. Pastor Zimmerman conducted the 
Fair Service on July  23. There was a Children's Christmas Cantata on 
Dec. l0, and a Chancel Choir Christmas service on Dec. 17. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight and Carols service with communion was 
held on Dec.24.
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This has been a year of improvements to the structure of our church. 
We have seen new furnaces completed along with air conditioners. 
We put in a cooling system above the choir loft. We put in new 
sidewalks around the exterior of the church.

We had the outer brick of the church as well as the outer surfaces of 
the church sign and bell tower cleaned. We further saw our paved 
area adjacent to the church as well as the entrances completed. 

It needs to be stressed that our church is filled with volunteers ready 
and able to help wherever needed. Our strong tradition of musical 
worship  has been most evident this year. Susie Lehman has directed 
the Chancel Choir and Lori Brooke and Mary Larson the other 
choirs. Marianne Phelps and Cindy Zimmerman have added the 
organ and piano assistance. It must also be added that the chime 
choir continues to be a wonderful addition to our services. And 
Pastor Al has continued to add to our worship service with his piano 
renditions. 

The Church Board has emphasized growth this year in its planning 
and in its leadership. First, we worked toward growth in terms of 
attendance on Sunday  and at the various functional meetings. Second 
we worked toward growth in our understanding of the mission of our 
church in our community and the outward reaches. Thirdly, and 
possibly most important, we worked toward growth in each person's 
commitment to our Lord and Savior. 

Lewis Morrison, Board Chair

2001
This is an exciting time in the life of First Church United as our 
church continues to grow and to change in ways that  greatly enhance 
our ability to minister to the people, as well as to reach out in service 
to our community  and the world. We have had tremendous success 
with our youth ministry during 2001. Thursday  Club continues to 
thrive under the capable leadership of Pastor Linda Foor and the 
commitment of many dedicated volunteers. The Chi Rho 
confirmation class is so large (20+), that it  has been divided into two 
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groups! The new community Youth Group (CYG) has far exceeded 
all expectations, with 75- 100 students and about 20 adult leaders 
participating. An added benefit  has been the dynamic worship  led by 
the CYG praise band.

Our own worship services have been enhanced by the installation of 
the new multimedia system. As we learn how to best use this new 
tool and discover its capabilities, I am excited about the variety of 
worship  experiences that we can offer for our various services, 
including CYG, Saturday  Alternative service, and even our regular 
Sunday morning worship.

Another significant achievement has been the paring of our church 
rolls. This was done not in the context of unilaterally dropping names 
from membership but by  inviting people to become involved in the 
life of the church or encouraging them to transfer membership if they 
have permanently moved from the area. This may not be as dramatic 
a change as some of the others, but it gives us a truer picture of who 
we are and allows us to move forward with a better understanding of 
our needs and resources.

The future of our church and its ability to carry out its mission as the 
Body of Christ  in the world today depends upon the willingness of 
those who make up the; FCU community to give of their time, talents 
and treasure. The 2001 Stewardship campaign shows that the 
commitment is there. We increased our pledged giving from $65,000 
to over $100,000. These are amazing results and bode well for the 
future of FCU. Not only will our church survive, but we will be able 
to effectively minister to God's creation in the name of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Al Zimmerman

In January  of 2001 the new Board met and discussed goals as well as 
priorities for the coming year. As discussion took place it became 
clear to the Board that everyone was interested in having more 
participating members in our congregation. In an effort  to reach the 
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goal of having more participants, a number of committees worked on 
providing support to that goal.

1. As voted on in our last congregational meeting a multi-media 
service was installed as one means of ministering in a variety  of 
ways to our members.

2. The worship committee reported on the success of the summer 
alternative worship service. The Board received a report stating that 
we had 158 people attend the summer alternative service, hence, the 
Board voted to maintain that service as part  of our ministry  to our 
community. A special committee was set up in order to plan for the 
coming summer.

3. Pastor Al was encouraged to participate in some continuing 
educational opportunities in order to gain some new ideas for us as a 
congregation. As part of this opportunity, Pastor Al devoted a great 
deal of his time studying, discussing and planning for an ecumenical 
youth program for our young people, the Community Youth Group 
(CYG). Over 100 youth are participating in the ecumenical 
experience.

4. Youth Director, Linda Foor reports that our numbers continue to 
grow for our Thursday night youth program.

5. Special events sponsored by the Congregational Life committee 
included a dinner theater in Moline- Peace in the Valley, the hosting 
of the Culver-Stockton Choir, T-shirts designating our unity in 
Christ, and a special rally Sunday- "Calling all Sheep."

6. In an effort to maintain the building and grounds, the trustees had 
a very busy year. Among other things, this committee made 
arrangements for the new multi-media service, scheduled for 
mowing and snow removal, made arrangements for the new sewer 
for the manse, and many  more repairs and maintenance issues that 
lend themselves to the functional and aesthetic appeal of our church.

7. During the month of May, the church family hosted senior 
recognition, Baccalaureate, Confirmation, and Vacation Bible 
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School. Many people attended these special events and were 
welcomed by our church family.

8. The church sign at  the I-80 exit was blown down in a storm; 
however, Audrey Allen chaired a special fundraising committee to 
replace the sign.

9. A special dedication of memorials was held during our regular 
service. This service was a celebration of those who have given of 
their time, talents, and financial resources to the church. Special 
invitations were sent to families of those whose loved one have gone 
to be with the Lord during this past year.

10. In an effort to provide stability to our community  and those 
around us, the local pastors planned and facilitated a number of 
special services after the events of September 11.

11. In an attempt to reach as many  of our members as possible, the 
Stewardship Committee and the Congregational Life Committee 
worked in conjunction to contact every member on our church rolls. 
Those members that are deceased and those we were unable to 
contact were dropped from our membership rolls. This contact 
seemed to inspire some of our members that  were looking for an 
invitation to come back to the church. As a result we had one of our 
must successful stewardship drives.

12. The music ministry of our church continues to be an asset to our 
ministry to others.

13. The spiritual leadership  of Pastor Al and Pastor Linda has given 
us numerous opportunities for growth and change. it is with 
excitement, encouragement, and joy that they provide spiritual 
leadership for us in our journey of faith.

As the year concluded and our nominating and stewardship  drive was 
completed, the Board and its committees realized their efforts for the 
Lord. This year the nominating committee was able to fill all the 
volunteer positions for church committees with very willing and 
capable volunteers. Also, this year's stewardship drive far exceeded 
last year's with pledges from 63 giving units for a total of $104,000 
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dollars. It is with generous hearts that our church family continues to 
give their service to our Lord with their time, talents and financial 
gifts.

Missy Johnson, Board Chair

2002
2002 turned out to be a year of transition for First Church United. We 
celebrated our past  while making plans for the future; we said final 
farewells to several longtime members of our church family, but 
welcomed new faces to our fellowship; some long-standing church 
programs ceased, yet several new undertakings flourished. We dealt 
with staff changes and found new ways of doing the ministry  of 
FCU.

Heath Manor Communion service was conducted monthly. An Ash 
Wednesday Service was conducted on Feb. 13. FCU conducted 
Oaknoll Vespers Service in Iowa City on Feb .24, and June 21. A 
Maundy Thursday Agape service was held on Mar. 28, plus both an 
early and late service on Easter, Mar. 31. Confirmation service was 
held for four students on May 9.

Saturday  Alternative service was held weekly during the summer. A 
Memorial Dedication service was conducted on Sept. 29. We had a 
family Rededication service on Nov. 10. Candlelight and Carols 
service were held on Dec. 22 with special cantatas by the choirs. The 
annual Christmas Eve Candlelight  Communion service was held on 
Dec. 24. A special Potluck and Talent Show occurred on Mar. 27. 
Pastor Al conducted Communion server training on Apr. 28. A 
special UCW Guest Luncheon was on May 2.

During the year many things have been happening in our church, 
mostly  good but always a few not-so-good. The things we should 
remember are the good things. The "not-so-good" things were that 
our Church Secretary, Marilyn Ruegsegger and our Christian Ed 
Director, Linda Foor, both resigned. They  have both been missed by 
many.
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Two of the "good" things that happened are that we have been able to 
replace Marilyn and Linda. Our new staff persons include Amy Lynn 
Morris as church secretary and Emily  Worden as the new Christian 
Ed Director. We are happy to again have two very  capable persons on 
board at First Church United.

Pastor Al Zimmerman and Marvin Dalton, Board Chair

2004
Even though change is a constant reality of God's creation, we have 
had more than our fair share in2004. Much of the change has been 
for the good. Our ministry of fellowship at FCU has been greatly 
enhanced by new programs and activities such as the Valentine 
Sweetheart Dinner and Thursday Night Live! Our worship  life has 
remained fresh and vital by  offering new experiences such as the 
Bluegrass Service presented by the Faris Family, Church in the Park, 
and contemporary worship services on the last Sunday of the month.

Our new mission project, Public Action Uniting for Liberty (PAUL), 
continues to grow. Members from both Our Redeemer Lutheran and 
FCU were formally organized as representing their respective 
congregations on the PAUL Coordinating Committee, which then 
hired a coordinator and decided to become an affiliate of Quad Cities 
Interfaith. Finally, one change that  is always welcome is the addition 
of new members to our church.

Fourteen people joined FCU in 2004 and many of them have taken 
active leadership  roles in the congregation. Unfortunately, some of 
the changes were experienced as loss. One of those was the 
resignation of our Christian Education Director. We also said 
goodbye to several of our faithful and cherished members as they left 
this world and entered into God's eternal kingdom. Many things, of 
course, remained the same. Various fellowship and other groups 
continued their activities as they contributed to the life of our 
congregation.

The Music Ministry offered its usual outstanding service to our 
worship. CYG continued to be a quality  experience for the young 
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people in our church and the community. The Food Pantry and the 
Holiday  basket distribution provided much needed help to many as 
ongoing missions of FCU and the communities.

Pastor Al Zimmerman

2004 was another active year for First Church United. The church is 
very blessed to have three professionals: Pastor Al Zimmerman, 
Associate Pastor Jared Trullinger and church secretary Amy Lynn 
Morris. Their combined talents, expertise and energy  led us through 
a very active and rewarding year. The year started out with a big 
bang as the young adults of the congregation planned and hosted a 
Valentine's Dinner in February. We had a very successful Vacation 
Bible School and that was followed up  with many young people 
attending church camp at Camp Wyoming. Once again the Liberty 
Crusaders and the Endowment Fund provided eighteen youth with 
camp scholarships.

The church stand during fair week is always a very  positive and 
profitable for First Church United. While Liberty Crusaders 
fellowship  group has diminished in numbers and activities, fair week 
continues to bring us all back home and rekindle old memories.

The fall is always a time for renewal and this year was no exception. 
Various committees met and developed new and exciting changes. 
Some were very  successful and some were not. We introduced 
Thursday Night  Live and moved Sunday  worship to a new start time. 
TNL turned out to be a big success as many people were involved in 
planning meals, activities and a short inspirational time. While 
Sunday worship  was moved to a later time as an experiment for the 
fall, we received many  comments so we changed back to our original 
start time of 10:00 am.

As we close our year we want to wish Jared and Amy Trullinger the 
very best as they  leave us and move onto new and exciting 
challenges. They  have been very  active and involved with us and we 
will miss them.

Vince Ottaway, Board Chair
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2005
2005 was an active and fruitful year in the life of our church. Many 
of our established programs saw increased support and significant 
growth. We also chose to undertake new ministries as well as 
engaging in several special events throughout the year.

Ongoing ministries that have become increasingly  important to our 
congregation and our community  include the following: the 
Congregational Life Committee, especially Thursday Night Live!, 
the annual Valentine's Day  Sweetheart Dinner, and working with the 
Worship Team to present Church on the Lawn; the Worship  Team has 
worked hard to introduce a contemporary worship  experience on the 
last  Sunday of each month that is vibrant, meaningful and 
inspiring;;the Christian Education and Youth Ministry programs are 
in excellent hands with the hiring of new CE Director Marian Hart, 
who brings a great deal of creativity and dedication to FCU.

Also, Public Action Uniting for Liberty (PAUL) is rapidly  growing in 
influence in West Liberty and the surrounding area bringing together 
representatives from area churches, the West Liberty schools, local 
business people, social agencies such as United Action for Youth 
(UAY), and government officials to discuss issues of concern. The 
Community Youth Group (CYG) is firmly established as a major 
community asset in meeting the needs of our young people.

Significant commitments to new ministries were also made in the 
past year. A Visioning Team will help  our church look to the future 
by engaging in a process led by the Presbytery. In the spring, an 
overnight retreat at  Crooked Creek Camp was attended by 
approximately 30 members of our congregation. Out of discussions 
held at that retreat, our congregation elected a group of eight 
individuals to serve on our first Visioning Team. As you know, the 
Visioning Team has been charged with taking a long look at First 
Church United to see where we've been, and to develop 
recommendations for our future to be considered by the Official 
Board in the next year. 

74



Another new and productive event was the Church Leaders' Retreat 
held in April. Also, the Board voted to adopt the Commitment to 
Peacemaking of the Presbyterian Church.

Special activities and events throughout the year included hosting the 
May State Meeting of Presbytery as well as a two-day Presbytery 
Stewardship Workshop, and hosting the musical duo 'Nikki and 
Doug' in January  and the Faris Family  Bluegrass Band in September 
as part of Al Zimmerman’s 20th anniversary of Ordination. We also 
received a grant from the Iowa Arts Council so that the Eulenspiegel 
Puppet Theatre could work with the TNL Kids to produce a 
Christmas drama.

FCU conducted Heath Manor Communion services monthly, an Ash 
Wednesday Service on Feb. 18 and Oaknoll Vespers services in Iowa 
City  on Feb .24, and June 21. A Maundy  Thursday  Agape service 
was held on Mar. 24, plus both an early  and late service on Easter, 
Mar. 27.

Five students were confirmed in May. FCU had a reception of new 
members, Mike Gardenier and Yvonne Podhajsky, May 22.

We had Church on the Lawn on June 5 and Aug 28 and World 
Communion/Memorial Dedication Service on October 2. Candlelight 
and Carols service was held on December l8, and Christmas Eve 
Candlelight and Communion service on December 24. Sunday was 
Christmas Day with Communion service.

In looking back over the past year, several annual activities stand out. 
Our Valentine's Dinner in February organized by the Congregational 
Life Committee has fast become a favorite yearly  event with its 
fabulous decor, excellent food, and fellowship. Vacation Bible 
School was again successful in educating our youngsters in Christ's 
teachings in a fun-filled way. Sixteen young people from our 
congregation experienced church camp at Camp  Wyoming this 
summer, providing lifetime memories. The church stand during fair 
week once again was profitable, not only  in the monetary sense but, 
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more importantly, in fellowship with each other and with members of 
CYG.

Weekly activities during the year also played a vital role. Sunday 
School was taught by an excellent group of volunteers, led by  a super 
Christian Education Committee. With the resignation of Pastor Jared 
Trullinger last year, the CE Committee deserves our grateful thanks 
for stepping up to the challenge of administering our CE program. 
New CE Director Marian Hart has only been with us for a short time 
but has already proved to be an outstanding addition to our CE team. 
All of our choirs continue to provide exceptional music, a 
longstanding tradition of FCU, which truly  enhances our worship 
experience. In its second full year, Thursday Night Live (THL) has 
been a weekly highlight for many of us, with its good food, learning 
inspiration, and laughter.

Pastor Al Zimmerman and Syd Harned, Board Chair

2006
First Church United continued to serve Jesus Christ in faithful 
ministry and discipleship during 2006. The Visioning Team finished 
its task with a series of cottage meetings to get input form church 
members. Implementation of recommendations has begun with the 
most visible being the remodeling of the church restrooms and an on-
screen ad at the New Strand. Other projects are underway and will 
come to light in the coming months.

Our worship has been enhanced with the building of a new multi-
media and audio control booth at the rear of the sanctuary, as well as 
the installation of a new sound system. Most importantly, the 
Worship Team continues to grow in skill and creativity, providing 
innovative and authentic worship.

PAUL-Public Action Uniting for Liberty has also seen significant 
growth in both funding and its significance in the community. FCU 
has played an important role by providing meeting and office space 
as well as member's involvement. We also are host to the Community 
Youth Group, another important community  activity  and this fall 

76



hosted "Strengthening Families," a community-wide program. Our 
commitment to community ministries is alive and well.

Our biggest challenge lies in the area of stewardship. Several of us 
attended a Presbytery Workshop on Stewardship where we learned 
that it takes 3-4 giving units to replace 1 giving unit from the 
previous generation, and that is proving to be the case here. In 
pledging for 2007, we lost  8 units but gained 17, for a net gain of 9, 
but the dollar amount pledged remained essentially  the same. 
Gaining 17 new pledges, however, is an amazing number for a 
church of our size and bodes well for the future.

We enjoy  a multitude of programs and ministries that provide 
opportunities for spiritual growth, fellowship, and great fun. Some 
that immediately come to mind include: TNL (who can forget the 
Salsa lessons?), CYG, Music Ministry, Food Pantry, and the annual 
Valentine's Dinner.

With the generous support from the Mackey Estate, we completed 
construction on the new Multi-Media room and, in addition to the 
wonderful sound, enjoy  the flexibility  that it provides Pastor Al and 
others in designing new ways in which to worship. In part because of 
these new capabilities, Pastor Al, Marian, and the Worship Team are 
able to offer worship  services with both traditional and contemporary 
elements now on a regular basis. To round out the multi-media 
capabilities, we also added a new digital camcorder and updated 
computer system. Capital, or infrastructure, improvements arguably 
aren't as exciting as new programs and services; yet they're just as 
important.

The Board supported several service-oriented activities in 2006, 
including: a $10,000 pledge to the Camp  Wyoming Capital 
Campaign; providing facilities, food, and services for the 
Strengthening Families program; and continued support of the 
PAUL program through use of facilities and sharing of staff.

2006 saw a small group  of individuals embark on a daunting process 
of charting a vision for FCU. While some of the Vision Team 
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recommendations have been enacted, time and money ran short on 
implementing others.

Pastor Al Zimmerman and Rob Miller, Board Chair

2007
2007 has come and gone already, and it was another busy year for 
First Church United. We continue to offer many forms of worship, 
fellowship  and community involvement allowing for many ways for 
people to be active members of our church family. We have TNL 
with the children's activities and the nearly weekly game of UNO 
and the several choirs and the worship committee that add diversity 
to our Sunday services. CYG, the food pantry, and working at the 
fair stand allow our congregation to be an active and productive part 
of the West Liberty community outside the walls of the church.

Our church continues to be a place that the community  uses for a 
variety of ecumenical and civic purposes. We gladly  opened the 
doors of First Church United to host Cub Scout groups, numerous 
blood drives, a rousing trivia fundraiser for CYG, the food panty, and 
as a collection, sorting and pick-up location for the Voluntary  Action 
Council's Christmas Box distribution, to name just a few examples.

The year was not without some difficult times. Our stewardship 
continues to fall short of the budget, and were it not for strong year-
end giving, we would not have been able to pay for both the day to 
day church operations and our wider mission giving. We have 
trimmed the budget again this year in hopes that we will be able to 
honor our financial commitments.

Pastor Al Zimmerman and Leon Larson, Board Chair

2008
Pastor Al Zimmerman resigned and took a call from the Presbyterian 
Church in St. Joseph, Missouri. The Congregation had a reception for 
Al and Cindy and wished them well in St. Joseph.

First Church United has spent the last  six months in transitional 
opportunity. As temporary supply  pastor, Marian Hart, Educational 
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coordinator, witnessed service within our congregation. We have 
made some great strides with different factions working together in 
teamwork and open communication.

Beginning in June with the music ministries' annual planning 
meeting, the Pastor began to get a glimpse of the behind the scenes 
efforts from our choir directors and organists. It only  intensified as 
the year progressed into the Advent/Christmas season.

Our annual Fair Stand was a week of frenzied activity as volunteers 
before and behind the scenes made trips to the fairgrounds for 
deliveries, messages, work shifts, and fellowship time. In spite of 
pitfalls like road closings, poor economy, and challenging weather, 
we did well.

The Pastoral Search Committee was formed and began work 
immediately to find the next pastor for First Church United. 
Spending weeks compiling and updating data, meeting weekly, and 
beginning the interview process, they  are well on the way to 
discerning the future call for pastor of FCU.

Continuing to work closely with the Christian Education committee, 
we were able to offer a fun week for local kids through VBS, 
learning about stewardship of the earth, fighting poverty worldwide, 
science, and Jesus and sharing at our VBS worship program.

A large group of visiting teams contacted all our members and 
arranged to meet with most of them in their homes. Compiling 
feedback on several issues, the stewardship  committee was able to 
gather much vital information that was useful for future planning. 
Many hands have worked together to completely  revamp the manse 
and make it a desirable asset in attracting the next pastor.

The Voluntary Action Council met needs in the community  for a 
record number of families. Due to recent layoffs and poor economic 
conditions, there was a bigger need this year. There was also a bigger 
response in giving. The food pantry  is well-stocked due to the 
generosity of the community and of those working with the council.
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Our worship team is small but mighty. With the willingness to help 
of many, we are able to turn ideas into meaningful messages, and 
have fun while we're doing it! Our Christian Ed. Committee has 
people committed to see that Sunday School, TNL! Kids, and VBS 
programs will continue and new ones will be started.

Board Chair, Blaine Kelly, called a Special Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, October 5, 2008. The congregation voted to withdraw no 
more than $47,000 from the Watters Fund to remodel the Manse.

Pastor Marian Hart, Stated Supply, and Blaine Kelly, Board Chair

2009
Marian Hart was called as a pastor from the Disciples of Christ as a 
certified Lay Pastor. The life of First Church United, in the year 
2009, has been one of many blessings. We celebrated together the 
baptisms of Brady Laughlin and Austin James Williams. We 
welcomed James and Jeni Laughlin, Geraldine Tenold, Dora Lee 
Stagg, and Deb Bothell as new members.

Pastor Marian stated, “I am excited to see us growing as a faith 
community  through fellowship, service, and worshiping together. 
Some of the year's highlights for me were to gather at the cabin for 
two picnics and one retreat; offer free community  meals; have 53 
youth attending CYG regularly; have three two-year olds playing 
together (dads, too) on a Wednesday  evening; planning with our 
awesome Worship  Team, Christian Education Committee, and 
Congregational Life; working at the Fair Stand; attending Golden 
Years Camp and Synod School; Cluster #12 luncheons; serving on 
the Presbytery  of East Iowa Worship Team; and getting to know 
everyone better.

“I feel the power of God's Holy  Spirit and perfect timing moving 
amongst us. In the midst of hard economic times and a culture prone 
to following many  lesser gods, I believe we are being called as 
Esther 4:14 says, ‘For such a time as this’ to be a Truth-bearing light 
to this community and the world.’
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“Board Chair Bob Dewar noted that 2009 has been a short year for 
most of us, especially me. We have had some ups and downs, but as 
a congregation we have stuck together. We offer many forms of 
fellowship  in our church whether it is through worship or the 
community. Our church seems to be the first choice for many 
activities going on in town or surrounding area, as a temporary 
school room, used for the blood drives, and I, as part of this church, I 
am proud of that.”

Our church, like the rest of us, is beginning to need some repairs and 
some face lifting. We have needed to replace a furnace, remodel 
bathrooms and look into expanding our kitchen. So our plate is 
always fuIl, but that's good, we don't  sit back and let the world go by. 
We stay active.

Pastor Marian Hart and Bob Dewar, Board Chair

2011
Pastor Marian stated, “There has been a 3x5 index card taped to a 
shelf above my office computer. This has been to remind myself of 
my pastoral goal set that day  after a study on the Eight Quality 
Characteristics of Growing Churches. We were to identify which we 
thought our church did the best and which the least and pick some 
goal in the middle. The Board and I took a look at  these 
characteristics at our Board retreat as well. They agreed that we do 
two things well: Loving Relationships and Inspiring Worship. I chose 
the characteristic of Gift-Oriented Ministry  to work on. The steps I 
chose were to identify need in the community; identify gifts and 
passions in our members; and integrate the two into ministries.

“Due to this commitment and conviction on my part, it has been a 
pleasure to continue supporting CYG and Kids Against Hunger and 
working with our Worship Team. And it has been exciting to watch 
others explore new possibilities and ways to use our gifts and 
resources. That is how the Welcome Table was birthed. That is why 
Spanish classes will begin this week. That is how a ministry on home 
repair will begin in the spring. That is how I hope to continue to see 
us grow. Maybe we will even get to
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work on one of the other five characteristics in 2012.

“This past year I was privileged to officiate the wedding of Kurt 
Simon and Jessi Kelly the baptisms of Chloe Gardenier and Isaiah 
James Calvan; and the funerals for John Willson, Donald Stucker, 
Bob McCoy, and Lola Ditmars.

“I have enjoyed participating in a Pastor's Retreat at the Christian 
Conference Center; Worship  Design Studios; Presbyterian Women in 
the East Iowa Presbytery, including a mini-mission experience to 
South Dakota; Women in Ministry Luncheons; Cluster meetings; 
Synod School, where I taught a class for the first time this year; 
Hasting School for Pastors; and Commissioned Lay Pastor retreats. 
Arnie and I remain grateful to God and this congregation for the call 
to serve here. We feel both loved and appreciated and are aware of 
how truly blessed we are.”

Our church house is solid, stable, and serving Him (and us) well. The 
structure is certainly showing signs of more than thirty  years of 
active use by, literally, thousands of people each year. One major 
investment in protection of the structure was a new roof on the 
sanctuary portion of the building.

Our church leadership is solid, stable, and serving us well. The 
elected governance, from the Board to the music to the staff and the 
many committees, continues serving Him (and us) with thoughtful 
and creative passion. Our financial foundation is strong, our budgets 
are maintained well. The people who play  a role in keeping the 
whole church going, truly are priceless.

This can be witnessed throughout the week and on any given Sunday, 
where everything falls seamlessly together as we gather for worship. 
Our church family is solid, stable, and serving Him (and us) well. We 
are so fortunate to be able to gather for warm and welcome 
fellowship  each week. In addition, please read through the annual 
report and take inspiration from the contributions First Church 
United and its congregants make to our local communities, our 
united missions, and to organizations with more global influence. 
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Reflect upon how First Church United has served Him (and us) in 
2011, and throughout this calendar year, invite a neighbor or friend to 
attend church. Sometimes, the hardest thing for a person or a family, 
is getting the courage to walk through a new door "Worry does not 
empty tomorrow of its sorrow; it applies today  of its strength."--
Corrie Ten Boom.

Pastor Marian Hart and Mary Larson, Board Chair

2012
Spiritual growth and vision for the future are my biggest passions for 
our church. I could recite my calendar for you as an annual report, 
but that just shows my level of busyness, not the true ministry  I have 
the privilege to be a part of. So these are the things that bring 
excitement to your pastor's heart and mind:
• The Board's decision to step out on faith and add on to our kitchen; 

followed by their hard work in planning and their personal pledges.
• The generosity of our members in all areas of giving: time, talent, 

monetary gifts, service.
• The enthusiasm of the group of Bible studies at Heath manor.
• The Deacons who do their 'jobs' so diligently. I'm including those 

'unofficial, behind the scenes' deacons in this thought.
• The music ministry that works hard to enhance our worship 

experience and proclaim the Word.
• The special fund that has helped several folks in dire need this past 

year.
• The Welcome Table ministry, allowing an opportunity for a hot 

meal and fellowship time for anyone who needs it.
• The continued support for Kids Against Hunger, and the use of our 

building for all kinds of groups.
• The VAC's Christmas ministry and ongoing community food 

pantry housed here.
• Both of our denominations' have plans for camp renovations and 

expansions.

I am thankful for the continued education opportunities that I have 
been allowed to participate in. Also, for the love and concern you all 
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show to each other in times of sorrow and need. Norma Minor is on 
board as our Christian Ed. Director for this year, guided by the 
Christian Education Committee. I am happy in sharing of laughter 
and tears with many of you. The year 2013 holds much to look 
forward to as we continue to seek following our Lord by listening to 
the Holy  Spirit. Our secular world likes to sensationalize negative 
happenings and use scare tactics to stir up our emotions. Let us use 
the Good News to bring light and hope to the world's ears instead. 
May we continue to be the hands and feet that seek mercy, do justice, 
and walk humbly with our God.

Pastor Marian Hart

Maybe it was the extra energy retained from a mild winter, maybe it 
was the end of the Mayan calendar, but 20l2 brought out new and 
renewed energy at First Church United. As we all know, a church 
cannot exist by and for itself. God calls us to be a communion of the 
faithful.

The Official Board, in 20l2, turned new and renewed energy into a 
course of action. A room-by-room tour of the church building 
generated a repair list, which gave us a starting point to tackle some 
projects. The repair list will continue to be reviewed and amended as 
needed. Significant energy went into exploration of a kitchen 
remodeling project. Feeding more than 1,000 mouths per year is a 
big undertaking, and thirty years of wear and tear in our kitchen has 
not gone without notice. A generous gift of new appliances was a 
healthy start to some much needed improvements. Not only  did the 
Board agree that some remodeling would be good, but  every  member 
of the Board volunteered to co-chair a segment of the project. A 
series of open houses were held and of those who attended indicated 
they were in favor of moving forward.

The church is often in use 4 to 5 nights a week, opening doors to 
many, and because of this, FCU was recently recognized with a 
Friend of the Community  Award by  the Muscatine County 4-H. As a 
communion of the faithful, the Official Board members freely give 
dozens of hours of their time in church and community service, 
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attending faith-based workshops, painting, cleaning closets, 
organizing meals, serving on committees, arranging for video 
services, supporting the needs of the Fair Stand, and much more!

We are able to enjoy our Sunday worship in a beautiful sanctuary, 
teach our young people within walls of comfort, open our doors to 
the community and offer modest meals and staples, and also 
contribute significantly to wider missions around the globe. With all 
of that good news, sadly, the income received in 2012 was not 
enough to meet the budget. The Official Board was forced to deplete 
the savings and make some significant adjustments to the budget for 
2013. First Church United has a strong legacy of providing for the 
church's future and everyone who has ever served on the Board or on 
the Endowment Committee has been witness to this good fortune. 

Mary Larson. Board Chair

2013
I frequently  get asked if things are slowing down. Frankly, if the 
answer ever becomes 'yes' it  is time to retire. I enjoy the challenge 
and fulfillment of almost always having something to plan, or write, 
or envision, or learn.

In all of my continuing education experiences this past  year, there is 
talk about how the church is changing, evolving, emerging and 
converging. We are urged to ask ourselves, "If we closed our doors 
today, how long would it take for people to notice?" In other words, 
"What are we doing that is relevant in our community  and world?" I 
attended several sessions with a group of pastors led by Nikki 
Collins, pastor of Bare Bulb, one example of an evolving, emerging 
church. The sessions were entitled "Following God into the World;" 
the whole point being to look where God is already at work and see 
how we can join God.

The Worship  Team has joined me in prodding the congregation to 
think about where First Church United is headed as we end 2013 and 
sail into 2014. When polled for the people's thoughts on what our top 
five ministries are, I received 14 answers. That is exciting. Here are 
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the things we did in 2013 that you think are important: CYG, food 
pantry, Kids Against Hunger, Rib Fest, Christmas boxes, Easter 
baskets, Shoeboxes, visiting by elders, deacons, and others, worship 
at the care centers, road trip to Oaknoll, fair stand, music, Welcome 
Table, and our big kitchen.

CYG had a record number of youth registered this year (over 70) and 
each week continues to have high levels of attendance. The parents 
and cube leaders are so enthusiastic and committed and it is 
wonderful to behold. Over 475,000 meals were sent to the 
Philippines from our area's Kids Against Hunger for relief from 
hurricane damage.

CYG is looking forward to another packaging service project for 
KAH. Over 80 families' and 30 seniors' Christmases were brightened 
due to the food, toys, and clothing distributed. Forty-eight people 
sought help with rent, food, gas, or medicine through our church 
office, funds came from the West Liberty Ministerial Help Fund and 
First Church United's Special fund. Thousands of dollars of second 
mile mission giving were made possible through the fair stand. We 
got to host our city's 175th anniversary Faith and Family event. 
These are all community efforts.

The Rib Fests helped fill the pledge thermometer to get us going on 
our kitchen construction, again greatly supported by our community. 
We don't often get to hear back from the Shoebox project, but this 
last year, Muscatine had two exchange students who had received 
them in their youth. Welcome Table is slowly growing. There is 
much warmth around the tables so that has almost become a 'mini 
community.' The same could be said about the Oaknoll Road Trips.

One thing that thrills me is that we had two Wintertainment campers 
this year after a few years of sending no one. Support of both of our 
church camps is vital to growing disciples. I can only say a hearty 
and humble thank you to our music ministry. Their dedication and 
talent is such a blessing.
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Now, as for our 'big kitchen.' How are we going to use it for ministry 
expansion? And Easter baskets? That might have been before my 
time, but what an excellent idea. It  is a privilege, honor, and blessing 
to pastor a church that does ministry  the way we do it. And to have a 
congregation that is not finished growing and dreaming and 
envisioning and trying to follow God. Last year we had to think 
outside the box and go to plan B in order to get our kitchen. This 
involved 'repurposing' some space.

Pastor Marian Hart

The church was a very busy  hub of activity  again this year, not only 
with the usual church activities that happen weekly and the use of the 
building by various other groups that contribute to our being another 
community  center. It is amazing to see how much the church is used 
and unless you are here at various times of the day and evening much 
of this activity goes unnoticed.

This year we had the hustle and bustle of contractors creating a new 
much larger kitchen with new and interesting appliances that will 
help us in our ministry.

The Board has not had a designated room this year, but we still were 
able to function. There were a number of lively discussions held and 
as always a unified course of action was agreed upon.

Our church is much like a family and we interact with each other as 
true brothers and sisters. Were it not for the fatherhood of God in our 
presence we could well be lost. 

Dave Baker, Board Chair

2014
Denominations like to keep ABC records-Attendance, Building, and 
Cash-to measure the livelihood of a church. Not me. I flipped 
through my calendar and the things that are exciting are not the 
meetings, though some meetings are inspirational, but the ministries 
of First Church United. I'd rather measure us by  Matt.25: "What you 
did or did not do for the least of these, you did or did not do for me" 
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Jesus said. Each January our Board has a retreat asking ourselves 
"What is it we can do for this community?"

We sponsored a Caregivers Beginning Workshop to help  people 
make care and residence decisions for aging loved ones. Lists of 
resources, agencies and organizations and helpful group discussions 
were shared.

Our local Rotarians partnered up with the Community Youth Group 
(CYG) for a record breaking Gala fund raiser. CYG continues to be a 
vital ministry  as 30-50 youth gather weekly  for lessons, games, 
worship, cube time, and food. Each year over 20 attend a weekend 
Breakaway event and around 30 have been able to go on the annual 
mission trip. 

We sent  several younger children, a couple of grandparents, and a 
mom to camp this past summer. The Christian Conference Center 
and Camp  Wyoming are both excellent  places for young and old 
disciples to grow in Christ. Seven of us also attended Synod School, 
which is always a blessing with classes, worship, and recreational 
opportunities.

Our Fair Stand was successful again this year. It always affords a 
chance to work alongside each other, get to know each other better, 
and as a bonus raise monies for mission projects outside our budget. 
We are blessed to have Jason Thrasher on board as our Christian 
Educator for younger children. He has re-energized our Sunday 
School and monthly WOW nights. I'm excited to be working with 
him to include the children in worship  more often and looking 
forward to future planning.

Personally, I got to cross a few items off of my pastoral bucket list. 
First, we celebrated Easter sunrise pond side at  the Noble's. In June, I 
served as chaplain for a week at Camp Wyoming for a TTT camp  of 
underprivileged girls. Our West Liberty chapter of TTT sponsored 
three campers and I accompanied them. It was great fun and a 
blessing to serve the Camp, the counselors, and the campers.
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I am also getting to serve a term on Camp Wyoming's Board of 
Directors. As committee chair of the fall fundraiser, I helped plan a 
dinner theatre. Arnie and I got recruited at the last minute to play 
Norm and Norma Normal. Believe me, we weren't normal. The part 
included singing badly, which we do well.

Quite a few of us 'gathered at the river' as we celebrated Jason 
Thrasher being baptized, in the Cedar River in front  of the Hart 
cabin. Also baptized this year were Karli Galvan, Aniston Murphy, 
and Wyatt Axline.

I was honored to officiate or help  with several funerals, including my 
Aunt Mary Carpenter. This year the church held funerals for Shirley 
Lehman, Shelbe Axline, Audrey Noring, and Nahum "Doc" 
Blackman.

We celebrated a wonderful wedding in November with the beauty  of 
fall colors, the smiles and songs of nieces, Holy Communion, food 
galore, and dancing! Blessings to both, Jesse and Emily Johnson 
Reed for their life together.

This year marked the end of volunteering as SERRV fair trade goods 
coordinator for the Presbyterian Women of East lowa. Thanks to 
them for letting me do this for the last 10+ years and for the privilege 
of co-leading the first PWEIA Women's Retreat sponsored by Lois 
Schermerhorn scholarships.

This year also marks the expansion of our Welcome Table ministry. 
We will be offering carry out meals using the Early  Learning Center 
as a pick up site. We have 54 reservations for carryout. That triples 
our outreach from previous years! Our church facilities continue to 
be a great  asset  to the community. Blood drives, Boy Scouts, 4-H, 
exercise classes, food pantry, Christmas box distribution, CYG, TTT, 
van pools, and Stars on Stage bus parking are amongst  those we 
continue to be able to serve.

So how can we possibly measure through ABC's or 123's the life of 
this or any  church? How many lives have we touched? How many 
people have we fed physically, emotionally, and spiritually? We 
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cannot place a dollar value on what we do. What we do is priceless. 
We are alive and well with the Holy Spirit moving in our midst, the 
good news of Jesus Christ being lived out  in our lives, and the love 
of God growing in and through being, good and faithful servants.

Pastor Marian Hart

The Board began this year with a retreat. We examined the things we 
love about FCU, as well as the needs of FCU and its members. The 
Board promises to have open communications with the Congregation 
during the year as we examine the issues of our community and how 
the church can help  minister not only to FCU members, but also 
Church Outreach. We started a weekly e-news with all members who 
have email, sharing important issues as well as prayer requests. 
During our Stewardship  home visits, many of the members stated 
that they like the e-news for keeping them informed, but also current 
events in the Church.

13th Month Giving—The ending of 2013 and the beginning of 2Ol4 
met with unusual cold wintery  conditions, and expenses were 
increased in utilities, but also in snow removal. By April, income to 
the church was very low, so the Stewardship Committee sent out 
letters to the congregation asking for a l3th Month gift. The 
Congregation followed with special gifts totaling $6325.00. 

Frozen Water Line—The cold weather created additional issues. 
During the Week of Feb. 11th the water pipes froze in the old water 
main, but did not affect  the new kitchen area. The new kitchen is 
served by a new water line from Maxson and is deeper than the old 
1977 water line. Repairs were done by Blaine Kelly  and RMB and 
the City  agreed to switch from two water meters, abandoning the old 
line, to just one in the new kitchen area.

Sanctuary Lighting—The Sanctuary lighting was improved and paid 
for by members of the congregation and the Memorial Committee.

Carpet Cleaning—Carpet in the Sanctuary and other rooms was 
cleaned, also through special donations..
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New Kitchen—The new kitchen was completed by February/March 
and was being used by  CYG and the Welcome Table. Dave Baker, 
who has had experience in running most  of the new equipment, 
established a method of operation handbook for everyone to use. The 
kitchen is being utilized by many groups such as the Saturday 
Welcome Table, WOW, CYG, and Fair Committee to name a few. 
The new driveway has been a blessing as it has been used for funeral 
lunches, and will be greatly appreciated for food box distribution in 
December.

Community Garden Partnership—The Board approved a partnership 
with the existing community garden project, currently undertaken by 
Rotary  and FFA. The greater portion of food raised had gone to 
Simpson home. Two gardens were planted, one a flower garden by 
the FCU sign and the second a vegetable garden west  of the bell 
tower. Several hundred pounds of vegetables were harvested from 
the garden, and used byVoluntary Action in the food pantry. Unused 
food was then offered to church members and others. Two raised 
beds at the Depot were moved by Fred's Feed staff to new patio. This 
will enhance productivity of quality vegetables next year.

Kids Against Hunger—Hundreds of thousands of meals were sent 
last year to the Philippines and El Salvador from our Iowa Kids 
Against Hunger warehouse. CYG and other groups packaged in 
2014. The boxes that were packed in November were sent to Liberia 
where the Ebola outbreak has occurred. 

WELCOME TABLE—On an average, over thirty people came to the 
Welcome Table last year at FCU on Saturday  mornings for good food 
and fellowship. December 2014 the Welcome Table is expanding. to 
provide meals at the Early  Learning Center (ELC). Missy Johnson, 
Director ELC, is coordinating meal needs and families will pick up 
their meals at  the ELC. Initially, we hope to serve 30 people at FCU 
and 50 at the ELC. Seed money  was provided by  the Endowment 
Fund, but additional support by members of the congregation is 
needed.
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New Committee Members—Vacancies occurred during the year on 
several committees. Joe Myers is finishing Tom Brooke's term on the 
FCU Board. Joe Myers also became the Congregational Life 
Treasurer and the Endowment Fund Treasurer. Jan Koellner is filling 
a vacancy on the Endowment Fund Committee. Thanks to Joe and 
Jan for volunteering.

Endowment Fund—Disciples of Christ representatives were asked to 
come to visit with Board Endowment committee and Congregation 
for clarification on investments in the Endowment Fund. Kirby 
Gould, Vice President, Christian Church Foundation, in Mission, 
Kansas gave a stewardship  message this summer, and answered 
questions of FCU members.

Maintenance and Improvements—The Memorial Committee has 
both added a mural near the new kitchen and signage to help people 
coming to FCU to find the pantry and other areas inside the church. 

Tom and Carolyn Probst removed the old kitchen sink/cabinets, 
sealed the old water lines, closed off the lines to the sewer and made 
the old kitchen into a classroom. Darren and Lori Brooke purchased 
a new laptop for Pastor Marian's office use. Dillon Brooke cleaned 
out the gutters. Darren and Dillon Brooke worked on the single 
restroom to make it ADA compliant. No restroom at FCU has been 
ADA compliant.

New Christian Education Director—Norma Minor resigned as 
Christian Education Director, and the CE Committee and the Board 
hired Jason Thrasher. He is taking on new challenges with Christian 
education, and we see the results on Sunday mornings at worship, 
Wednesday at WOW or in Sunday school class.

River Baptism—Jason Thrasher wanted to be baptized by Pastor 
Marian in the Cedar River as his outward expression of his belief, 
and late this summer, Pastor Marian not only baptized Jason, but two 
others. The afternoon included a wonderful picnic along the river.

Caregivers’ Beginnings Workshop—Iowa State University  conducted 
a seminar at FCU for people in the community who could be 
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caregivers. Over 20 people attended. FCU is starting an Advanced 
Care Planning Initiative. Pastor Marian and Bill Koellner will be 
trained on both first steps and last steps of end of life planning. This 
program will help people get their documents ready for end of life 
care so doctors, families, emergency medical staff, and Hospice 
workers have information when it is needed. FCU will be the center 
for training and facilitating to others. We will work with other 
churches in the area to have members of their churches trained to 
assist their members in planning for the end of life.

Rotary  and FCU—This year the CYG worked with Rotary  on their 
Gala Auction and the profits were split so that CYG will have funds 
to operate for a few years. Also, Pastor Marian helped coordinate the 
Operation Warm coat project with Rotary, and over 120 coats were 
delivered to FCU for distribution. Some have been taken to the 
schools while others will be given during the Christmas box 
distribution. This was part of over 9000 coats delivered to Iowa.

Use of FCU—For several years, the following organizations have 
used the church: 4-H, Boy  Scouts, organizations who conduct blood 
drives, TTT and CYG to name a few. This year the Board had a 
committee of Ken Noble, Tom Brooke and Margaret Barnhart review 
the church use document. It is available in the Church office.

Church Camps—We had both adults and young people go to both 
church camps this year. Some members of our church donated to the 
upgrading of the camp facilities at Newton. Pastor Marian was the 
Chaplain at Camp Wyoming for one week this year. The Board 
donated funds through the Endowment Fund for both camps' 
operations.

Food Pantry—The Pantry  has been very active again this year. The 
Christmas box distribution went very well with all churches in all 
communities working together. As the cold weather set on us early, 
there is increase of activity at the Pantry. 

Needs Yet to be Fulfilled—The Board has asked for a space in the 
community  to store items given to the Church that  can be used by 
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families in need at a later time. The items include furniture and 
appliances. We had an opportunity  to have a whole household of 
furniture and appliances, but it had to be given to Goodwill due to 
lack of storage space. Additional areas of the church need to be 
upgraded such as the lighting. As the old fluorescent lights bum out, 
new ones are not available, and the ballasts need upgrading. This will 
be costly.

Co-Chair Bill Koellner

2015
As we come to the end of another church year I look back at the 
activities we were involved in and the growth of our fellowship. This 
has truly  been a year of growth and opportunity  driven by energetic 
and dedicated individuals and groups. The most noticeable of all is 
our Christian Education and the involvement and growth seen over 
the past year. WOW continues to grow each year and we see new 
faces participating each and every  Wednesday. Jason Thrasher has 
brought a high level of leadership  and energy  to this program. This is 
where the church will see growth in the future. 

Church ministries continues to reach out to the community and 
provide fellowship opportunities. The most noticeable of these are 
Welcome Table. New ministries for the church are Lending Tree 
Mission which was driven by the vision of Marian Hart. We have 
also opened the church on Saturdays to a Seventh Day Adventists 
group who were in need of a place to worship and this is part  of our 
outreach into the community. Additionally, Marian has taken 
advantage of continuing educational opportunities to enhance her 
professional and personal growth.

The Music Ministry  has also expanded its program as we purchased 
a Clavinova and speakers thanks to the wonderful gift from the 
Noring family in memory of Audrey Noring. This wonderful and 
exciting musical instrument has added a new dimension to the 
musical offering. Our musicians and accompanists are skilled and 
truly enjoy the fellowship every Wednesday evening and Sunday.
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Endowment Fund continues to be a vital part of the overall church 
mission as we provide opportunities for scholarships for training, 
support community outreach and mission far and wide. We receive 
approximately $20,000 per year from interest and that is given back 
to support missions.

Last, this has been a year involved in housekeeping and upgrades to 
our facilities. The interior (hallways, old kitchen and fellowship  hall, 
etc.) have received a fresh coat of paint. This has added a shine to the 
building. Other projects included the east bathroom renovation and 
removed old overgrown shrubs outside. Spring-time planting will 
help spruce up the exterior curb appeal.

Once again, this has been another exciting year for First Church 
United and we all look forward to 2016. I would like to thank my 
Co-Chair partner Ken Ruegsegger for his leadership and dedication. 
It was a team effort that proved to be very successful and there were 
accomplishments.

Joe Myers, Board Chair

2016
I write this on the morning after attending a concert with CYG. Last 
night was the first time I ever recall being able to literally feel my 
jeans vibrating from sound waves. Our Community  Youth Group 
continues to be one of our most vital and vibrant ministries. This is 
the first year I've seen more middle schoolers than high school 
attending. Each week we've shared the story of some of the lesser 
known bible characters and connected their story and call to our own. 
Attendance and energy remains high. Many thanks to the cube 
leaders and assistant cooks whose commitment makes it possiUte to 
continue reaching our youth with the good news of the gospel.

Speaking of energy, if you haven't been in our church on a 
Wednesday evening lately, please drop in. Our younger children fill 
the building with their fellowship, fun, and learning activities. On the 
other side of the 'wall' our music ministry lifts up  a joyous noise to 
the Lord in both chime and voice. The walls of our church echo with 
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the sound of many  groups meeting here. On Saturday mornings you 
may hear hymns ringing out in Espanol. Or you may hear the chatter 
of those who gather for a meal around our Welcome Tables. On 
Sundays between Sunday school and worship  in the morning and 
CYG in the evening, there is often a 4-H gathering and CYG band 
practice. On Mondays, two Scout groups meet. They share space 
with TTT and Blood Drives. I often look out my home and see cars 
on the lot and wonder if I've forgotten I'm supposed to be at a 
meeting!

I look out my office and recall the joy  on one particular face when 
told she can have as much produce as she needs from our little 
garden. Many others have benefited throughout the summer. And 
many continue to enjoy our pollinators' garden of flowers.

Each summer is truly  a time for growth when my major continuing 
education events are held. Hastings School for Pastors and Synod 
School offer both intense classes and deep fellowship and worship. 
And the Fair Stand continues to offer a chance to work alongside and 
to get to know folks better. Not to mention it is a major fund raiser 
for our mission giving.

October marked the first  anniversary of our Lending Tree ministry. 
There are more than a few stories I've shared of non-coincidental 
times where needs have been met by what we 'happen' to have in the 
store. Several families who've come in needing almost everything 
have been able to partially furnish an apartment. Children formerly 
sleeping on the floor have obtained beds and bedding. A couple with 
two spoons has a full set of silverware and a dresser for their clothes. 
A woman whose Christmas tree was stolen received one as a gift. 
Some days are slow but I'm beginning to suspect that is the prep  time 
for the next little miracle to happen.

First thing this morning, the church was bustling with the exercise 
ladies arriving. Shortly, two different church representatives arrived 
with loads of food and clothing for our Christmas distribution. The 
community  outpouring is a sight to behold once all the boxes (l00+) 
are packed with food, toys are wrapped and bagged up, and winter 
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wear displayed. I've been privileged to work with the school 
counselors to get coats, gloves, and hats to students in need. 
Operation Warm has been a huge help  in seeing that anyone in West 
Liberty who needs one receives a coat. This is a great example of 
how church and civic organizations can partner to serve the world. 
Many thanks to Rotary Club, Scouts, Mary Pat, Dave, Tom, and a 
few dozen others who show up  every year and work, work, give, 
give, and serve.

In the life of the church we had seven students confirmed this year: 
Chance and Charlie Thrasher, Gabe Gardenier, Kennedy McNaul, 
Brookelyn and Brittany  Harned, and Lindsey Laughlin. All of them 
continue to be active in WOW and/or CYG. There were three 
baptisms: Kinsley Dean Probst, Brittney Harned, and Asher 
Morrison.

Our church family lost  seven members due to death: Lorena Beaver, 
Barbara Bothell, Kenny Ruegsegger, George 'Bud' Barber, Ron 
Brown, Dona Petsel, and Hope Pierce have all joined the church 
triumphant. In addition, I officiated a funeral for Roy Carpenter and 
two graveside services for non-members.

All of these ministries illustrate that faith is a verb. We are all 
responsible to live out our faith.

Some ways I've been able to nourish my own faith is to stay involved 
in a small group  who gather monthly for lunch, sharing, support, and 
study of the lectionary passages; to meet  monthly with fellow clergy 
from the Disciples cluster, again to keep up with Region news, share 
fellowship  and food; to continue offering adult Sunday school and 
book studies here, even though response is disappointingly small; to 
take advantage of workshops and studies offered by  both 
denominations, currently a book "Weird Church," and to get away to 
commune with God and creation at the cabin when I can.

It has been a continuing joy to serve on Camp Wyoming's Board of 
Directors and a new challenge to serve on an Ad Hoc Committee on 
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behalf of the Presbytery of East Iowa helping a church transition 
through some tough times.

It was quite interesting to have a church assessment and see the areas 
that are most important to us. They were to make connections, both 
amongst ourselves as a church family, and to reach out into the 
community. And our corporate worship. We aren't sure yet what that 
means, but our Long Range Planning Team will be exploring and 
enriching both. They  will also be finding ways to celebrate our life 
together as First Church United, marking the 40th anniversary of the 
building and union. Prayer support for all of our ministries, 
programs, staff, and special needs is an ongoing essential. Don't wait 
to be invited— just pray!

We have a lengthy church mission statement to live up  to. Thank you 
to all who have contributed in any way to fulfill it: God has called 
First Church United into being as a Family dedicated to God’s work 
and Christ’s teachings. We are committed to sharing the good 
news of the Gospel with the local and world communities by 
reaching out in service to everyone's needs.

I've used the word continuing several times. For me continuing 
means growing and growing means drawing closer to God's call. 
May you each be blessed to hear and heed what and where God is 
calling you.

Pastor Marian Hart

There are many good things that continue to happen at FCU, all 
guided by God!

Take Away Hunger—Thousands of meals have been packaged for 
our Iowa Kids Against Hunger program. If you wish to continue to 
support this project, please make you check out to FCU and in the 
memo line put Take Away Hunger project. Thank you for your 
support!

Welcome Table—The Welcome Table served several during the 
winter months at FCU on Saturday  mornings. Not only was it an 
opportunity for good food, but also fellowship. The senior citizens 
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who go to the Senior Center on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays 
come to the Welcome Table

Rotary  and FCU—Again this year, Pastor Marian helped coordinate 
the Operation Warm coat project with Rotary, and warm coats were 
delivered to FCU for distribution to families who need them. Some 
have been taken to the schools while others will be given during the 
Christmas box distribution.

Use of FCU—It has been the policy of FCU to let organizations use 
FCU for meetings where they did not have a meeting location. Many 
organizations have used the church: 4-H, Cub Scouts, Organizations 
who conduct blood drives, TTT and CYG to name a few. This year 
FCU Board began to sponsor a Boy Scout troop, as the American 
Legion dropped sponsorship. On Saturday mornings, the Seven Day 
Adventist churches worships in our sanctuary. They bring their own 
sound system and portable piano.

Church Camps—We had both adults and young people go to both 
church camps this year. Some members of our church donated to the 
upgrading of the camp facilities at Newton. The Board donated funds 
through the Endowment Fund for operations. Some of us were to 
here for the dedication of the new facilities, and commissioning of a 
new Chi Rho cabin.

Food Pantry—The Food Pantry  has been very  active again this year. 
The Christmas box distribution went very  well with all churches in 
all communities working together. As the cold weather set on us 
early, there is increase of activity at the Pantry.

Forty years ago, members of two congregations sacrificed to join 
together and build a new church called First Church United. Since 
1976, many of those saints have gone to be with the Lord. Now, forty 
years later, a long-range planning committee has begun to look at 
what the next decade for FCU. First Church United's Board has 
approved a church assessment with the help  of Holy Cow 
Consultants and Diane McClanahan, Director of Leadership and 
Spiritual Life at the Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center. The 
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results of the assessment is in 4 areas: 1) Prayer warriors for FCU; 2) 
40th anniversary  celebration(s); 3) examining the worship model and 
4) Making Connections. As 2017 progresses, may all who work on 
"looking at the future" at FCU be blessed.

Bill Koellner, Board Chair`

Pastors of First Church United 1977-2017
Rev. Ralph Farmer—1977-1997

Rev. H. William Dummer—1997-1998

Rev. Al Zimmerman—1999-2007

Pastor Marian Hart—2008-2017

Associate Pastors
Carole Lamp—1992-1993

Jared Trullinger—2003-2004
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Building First Church United Worship Center

Memorials Placed in First Church United Building Fund

M/M Henry Mosher and Mrs. May Myers by Ruth Kirby and Elsie 
Holmes

Dora and Reid Hawthorne by Mr. and Mrs. Clare Brooke
Ida and Robert Brooke by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C Brooke
Charles Steven Miller by Mrs. lone Miller
John T. Farmer by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Farmer
Robert Buckman by Mrs. Bertha Buckman
Dale and Martha Hazlett by Richard C Hazlett
Scott McMahon by Cedar Valley Friends, Clarence Metcalf and 

Alberta Kelly
Scott and Jean McMahon by Ruby Cline
Ted Bowman by Mrs. Marcia Bowman
Paul A and Elsie M Anderson and Ray and Ethel D Whitacre by 

Jerald A Anderson and Maurice Anderson
Jessie H. Brooke Estate 'specific Legacy’

BUILDING FUND SUMMARY

169 pledges and gifts were received during the Building Fund 
Campaign during March, 1976 totaling $209,928.00

35 additional pledges and gifts have been received totaling 
$9,663.62.  Total pledges and gifts now total $219,591.62

As of November 7, 1977, $136,466.12 had been received into the 
Building Fund.
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CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS

Designer and General Contractor—R. D. Stewart, Inc., Marshalltown
Plumbing—Reedy Plumbing, West Liberty
Heating and Air conditioning—Stagg Heating & Air conditioning, 

West Liberty
Electric—Maulsby Electric Inc., Marshalltown
Carpeting—West Liberty Builders supply and Snider 

Furniture, .West Liberty
Draperies—Henderscn Upholstery, West Liberty
Appliances—Gambles, West Liberty
Painting—John Nath Jr. Painting, West Liberty
Pews and Chancel Furniture—Grunder Manufacturing, Humboldt, 

Iowa
Stained Glass—Hauser Studios, Winona, Minn.
Corner Stone—lowa Memorial Co,, West Liberty (donated)
 

Appliances and Draperies paid.for by Church Women United
Sound system paid for by Liberty Crusaders
 
BUILDING STUDY COMMITTEE appointed June, 1974

Harold Brooks, Chairman Dorothy Brown

Dean Phelps Georgia Kiwala

Ken Ward Judi Jones, Secretary

Bill Koellner Pastor Ralph Farmer, ex 
officio
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BUILDING COMMITTEE elected January, 1976

Ken Ruegsegger, Chairman Shirley Larson

Mary Pat Brooke H. Filmore Me1ick

Harold Brooks Dean Phelps, Secretary

Robert Dewar, Jr. Bob Probst

Corinne James Pastor R.alph Farmer, ex 
officio

 
OFFICIAL BOARD during 1976 and 1977

Katheryn Paisley Jan Koellner, Chair Ruby Arnold

Ken Ruegsegger Lewis Morrison Ronald Brown

Bob Petsel Betty Akers Wally Mays

Ken Ward Ned Barry Dinette Myers

Howard Bjork Mary Olsen Ferne Sullivan, Secy

Tom Brooke Dean Phelps, V. 
Chair

Ralph Farmer, Pastor

FOR CHRIST WE HAVE BUILT TOGETHER-A WORSHIP-STUDY-
FELLOWSHIP CENTER WHERE PERSONS OF ALL FAITHS ARE 

WELCOME.
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FACTS ABOUT THE BUILDING
 
• Entire facility is on ground level —no steps
• Contains10,400 square feet of floor space
• Seating for 2I0 plus choir in Sanctuary
• Fellowship Room will seat 225
• Ten rooms for educational classes
• A nursery that includes a separate crib area
• Modern kitchen with built in cupboards, counters and serving 

windows
• Carpet in all areas except restrooms, kitchen and entrances
• Heating and air conditioning by four zones permitting various areas 

to be heated or cooled according to need
• Office wing including individual rooms for Pastor, Secretary, and 

conferences
• A spacious narthex that forms a center of the building
• Masonry block construction with exterior brick throughout
• Sanctuary is totally brick
• Front tower faced with stone set off by three large crosses
• Driveway permitting passenger loading near main and center doors
• Parking lot with spaces for 55 cars
 
ESTIMATED COST OF BUILDING - $350,000.00
ACTUAL COST OF BUILDING   - $351,243.11
ESTIMATED FUND DRIVE PLEDGES - $80,000,00
ACTUAL FUND DRIVE PLEDGES  - $220,721,62
ESTIMATED LONG TERM MORTGAGE - $100.000.00
ACTUAL LONG TERM MORTGAGE LESS THAN $80,000,00
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The Music Ministry of First Church United
Its Origins,

The History of Events,

and

A Look to the Future
 

The music of First Church United has always been a ministry, but not 
by itself.  Our music is an extension of the messages, the scriptures, 
and the seasons of the church calendar.  Whether instrumental or 
vocal, youth or adults, focus or background, the musicians strive for 
meaning in the selections they share.

To do justice in honoring the Music Ministry  of First  Church United 
as we enjoy it today, we must look back at least as far as 1971.  In 
that year, when the Christian and Presbyterian Churches merged but 
worshipped alternately  in the two buildings, Betty Akers was 
directing an adult choir, and Georgia Kiwala organized and began 
directing a children's choir.

Since that time, there has been a constantly evolving program of 
people, groups, and music traditions.  To date, we have had 13 
different choir groupings, 8 directors, 10 accompanists, 16 organists / 
pianists to play for services, many solo instrumentalists, and 
countless choir members who also devote time, talent, energy, and a 
shared faith and fellowship.

Among our selections have been anthems for nearly every Sunday 
during the choir years, and there have been at least  45 Christian 
cantatas and musicals presented over the years!  Some of our music 
has been taken beyond our walls to share with our community 
(Simpson Home, Heath Manor, guest musicians in another church, 
an installation, two ordinations, Holiday Open Houses, Muscatine 
County Fairs, and West Liberty's Sesquicentennial).  We have also 
hosted others to join within our church walls for ecumenical services 
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such as Good Friday, Thanksgiving, and Blue Christmas community 
services.

CHRONOLOGICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR MUSIC MINISTRY INCLUDE:

1972

Three youth choirs (Beginning, Junior, and Senior) were formed to 
include students from grades 1-12.

1974

The Consecration Service of our merger was celebrated with special 
anthems in October, and other voices were added for a December 
presentation of Handel's Christmas Messiah.

1975

Covenant Singers, a gospel-swing choir of adults and high school 
students from our church family, was formed.

1976

A Building Campaign Victory Celebration in March, as we embarked 
on the construction of a new church building for the merged 
congregations, included music by the choir, soloists, trumpets, and 
accompanists.

1977

The first services were held in our new church building in the fall!  
Special music was presented by the Senior Choir, Junior Choir, and 
Covenant Singers.

1979

We received the gift of volunteer services from our congregation as 
shelves were built  for our vast collection of choir music. All of our 
music was categorized, indexed, and shelved. This process continues 
to the present time to keep our ever-growing music library 
organized! In more recent years, volunteers added a handrail, 
improved lighting, and increased step size for the safety of choir 
members.
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1981

A landmark event occurred when director Georgia Kiwala organized 
the Chancel Choir of men, women, and high school young people 
from our congregation in September of 1981. Annual membership 
has ranged from 15 to 30 voices since its beginning. We had no way 
of knowing then that our Chancel Choir would not only  continue to 
thrive as of this writing (summer of 2017), but that it would be the 
very foundation of our music at First Church United.

1982

With our Chancel Choir now in place, we embarked on another 
tradition. During Advent, we selected a set of anthems to 
complement an Advent theme and prepared them for one Sunday 
service. Our pastor, Ralph Farmer, who joined us during the merger 
of our congregations, was a strong supporter of our music. He wrote 
a narrative with scripture to tie in the theme and the anthems, and all 
were presented as a musical message gift to our congregation. That 
tradition continues to this day!

1984

There were now five choirs at First Church United.  Their names 
were:  Cherub Choir (grades 1-3), Westminster Choir (grades 4-6), 
Chi Rho (grades 7-8), Sigma Rho (grades 9-12), and Chancel Choir 
(adult and high school).  A combined choir of nearly 60 voices sang 
for the 10th Anniversary Service in October.

1985

The 300th birthdays of two all-time great composers were celebrated 
during the fall semester by sharing many selections of Johann 
Sebastian Bach on World Wide Communion Sunday  and by George 
Frederic Handel during Advent and Christmas.

1992

We received the generous donation by Filmore and Marjorie Melick 
of a new Allen digital organ to be installed in our sanctuary! For this 
addition, all of our organists at that time took lessons from Stephen 
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Steely, an active member in the American Guild of Organists and 
world-wide performer. It was a wonderful opportunity, and the 
benefits are enjoyed to this day. The Chancel Choir also received 
new beige robes with reversible stoles this year.

1994

Our church acquired new hymnals, and the Chancel Choir helped 
present and dedicate them for First Church United.

1996

The Cherub Choir received the donation of beautiful blue children's 
choir robes with white attached collars.

1999

This was a bittersweet year for the music department of First Church 
United.  In May, the Chancel Choir was saddened by the sudden 
death of our dedicated director and music chairperson, Georgia 
Kiwala.  During her 28 years of service she built our youth and adult 
choirs from scratch to a program of great musical quality.  She took 
pride in the variety of styles of music presented by the choirs, the 
diversity of the people in the choirs, the development of individual 
choir members' musical ability  and enjoyment plus the music 
department's role as a source of strength and stability  in this church 
as we experienced many changes over the years.

There was a strong commitment by the Chancel Choir, while feeling 
such an immense loss, to pull together and avoid a potential decline 
in the quality and significance of this special music program so 
lovingly built by Georgia Kiwala.  Susan Lehman and Marianne 
Phelps joined together to lead this amazing group of people into a 
new era.  As a memorial for Georgia, a 2-octave set  of Malmark 
Choir Chimes was purchased, and in the fall a Memorial Dedication 
introduced these chimes to our congregation by playing much of the 
music for the service.  The addition of a Chime Choir enabled many 
new people of a variety of ages to become involved in the music 
program at FCU.  Another donation for a second set of chimes 

108



enabled more people to participate, and the youth of our church 
enjoyed learning to play the chimes as well.

Our congregation and music department welcomed our new pastor, 
Al Zimmerman, this year.  Al brought a new dimension to the music 
of FCU with his style of jazz piano in the worship service.  He and 
his wife were among the new members joining Chancel Choir.

While we were saddened by the death of Georgia Kiwala, we were 
pleased to continue in her honor moving forward to maintain a 
standard of quality music, to strengthen the fellowship of members, 
and to welcome the talents of all the new participants and leadership 
for the various choirs.  We had experienced loss, change, and growth 
in our department, now officially named and dedicated to continue 
being a true "Music Ministry."

2000

We began a tradition of occasional three-choir anthems.  Cherub and 
Chorister Chimers made their debut.  Our Chime Choir received the 
first invitation to play at the Chamber of Commerce "Holiday Open 
House" downtown.  Pastor Al continued our long-standing Advent 
tradition of choosing a theme and reading narratives between a 
number of anthems for a musical message.

2001

"All Chime" services were added to the rotation of choirs throughout 
the year.  Coordinating scenes on our multimedia screens 
complemented our Easter and Christmas anthems.  Following the 
September 11 attacks, our Chancel Choir provided a patriotic 
Christian musical tribute at the Sunday worship service.

2002

This year marked the 25th anniversary of our church building.  Again 
we were blessed with donations, the most significant  of which 
allowed us to buy a new piano for the sanctuary.  This was made 
possible through a memorial for Corrine James from her family.  
With a variety  of donations, we were also able to add a third octave 
set of chimes, new arrangements for them, and several special 
anthems.
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2004

Our youth choirs combined to form one group, and our Chancel 
Choir met at a new, later time, allowing "Thursday Night 
Live!" (TNL!) to become a valued part  of our church family's 
fellowship.  It seemed that the Music Ministry  (often recognized as 
"what works so well in our church") gave vitality  to the rest  of the 
congregation.  Our choir members had become a fun-loving group, 
enjoying the benefits of true fellowship!

2008

Besides memorials donated by families to honor their loved ones, 
some members of our congregation have been inspired to designate 
the Music Ministry  of First Church United in their wills.  This year a 
long-time member of our congregation bequeathed a large sum of 
money  to be used for non-consumable capital purchases to benefit 
our music department.  This is entitled the "Beryl Brooke Memorial 
Music Ministry Fund," and has been a constant blessing to us and to 
those we serve!

In that same year, we thoughtfully reviewed our commitment and 
established a Mission Statement that helps us focus on the real 
reason we exist and what our goals must be. The Worship Team has 
broadened our horizons with refreshing and inspiring new music for 
modern-day worship. In addition to the dedication of our choir 
members, accompanists, and organists during the choir year, some 
singers and instrumentalists offer their talents to provide special 
music for summer services.

2009

The Zimmermans, so active in all aspects of our Music Ministry, had 
moved. Our new Pastor Marian Hart, like those before her, embraced 
such traditions as our Advent services and our year-round practice of 
consulting and coordinating with her to bring continuity to services, 
messages, and the dates and seasons of the liturgical calendar.
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2010

While there was no longer a youth choir, we still had children sing 
for us by  using the youth in our Sunday  School classes and Kids' 
WOW!  (Note the change from "Thursday Night  Live!" to "Worship 
On Wednesday.)  Chancel Choir has a nearly 30-year history, and 
now includes grades 8 through high school along with adults.  Chime 
Choir, after just over 10 years, has undergone amazing growth in 
skill, commitment, and the sophistication of the music they  play.  
The Worship Team has become a regular participant in the rotation of 
music leaders for services on the choir year calendar.  We have an 
organ instructor (a University of Iowa graduate student) coming to 
West Liberty to give lessons to those wishing to improve their skills.

2012

One of the greatest highlights in our ministry  of music throughout 
the years occurred when our Chancel Choir invited singers from this 
and surrounding communities to join us in a Community Choir 
presentation of George Frederic Handel's Christmas Messiah.  
Participants from a 25-mile radius formed a 60-voice strong choir, 
including 8 soloists, with Marianne Phelps as organ accompanist and 
Susan Lehman as director. Our Pastor Marian Hart joined us with her 
contribution of reading related Bible scriptures between songs to 
make this a true Christmas experience. In red satin robes with black 
stoles, and filling the dais, we looked quite festive and the sound was 
impressive beyond our expectations! 

Many thoughtful and enthusiastic members of our church family 
contributed their creativity to help make this a momentous event: A 
director's stage was obtained and decorated, group  photographs were 
taken at a dress rehearsal and copied for participants, a harpist was 
hired to play  carols in the narthex to welcome our guests, and a 
quality recording of our concert was produced and CDs copied to 
serve as a keepsake and a lasting tribute to the accomplishment of 
these fine musicians. Above all, we joined together as a Christian 
community  for 3 months to prepare this timeless work and share the 
amazing message of the news of Christ's birth, giving renewed 
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meaning of the season to our audience as well as the participants in 
our joyous Messiah Choir!

2014

This year we made the transition to having co-directors for the 
Chancel and Chime Choirs. Brenda Miller graciously agreed to work 
with Susan Lehman and Marianne Phelps in leading these choirs, 
offering both consistency and variety for our choir members.

2015

We were reminded how appreciative our congregation is when 
members offer donations and memorials to support the Music 
Ministry. A gift in memory of Audrey Noring from her family 
enabled us to purchase a clavinova for our sanctuary. A dedication 
service in the fall demonstrated for our congregation the many 
sounds (piano, other instruments, and more) and features available.  
We were able, then, to move the piano into Fellowship Hall for use 
with events there. Other recent additions made possible by a variety 
of gifts include music stands, stand lights, and choir music folders.  
Our Music Ministry and all of the choir members are equally  grateful 
to our congregation! 

2016

We had our choir chimes refurbished. This is necessary to maintain 
the quality of the instruments and therefore honor our original 
investment in memory of Georgia Kiwala. As our congregation took 
on a long-range planning effort  this year, the Music Ministry  also 
embraced the consciousness of looking at the future of our church - 
our purpose, our goals, and where we feel we are heading as a 
Christian community. We have kept that in mind when selecting 
choir music and have offered insight to the congregation as to the 
long-range planning goals that apply to our musical selections.

2017

Today we look back on many  cherished traditions started by our 
Music Ministry over the years, some of which we still enjoy.  They 
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include anthem and narrative services for Advent and Palm Sunday, 
Candlelight and Carols on the last Sunday  before Christmas, flute 
and organ duets by Marianne Phelps and Georgia Kiwala during 
Advent, processionals for special occasions, Gathering Music to 
open services with favorite hymns chosen by the congregation, All-
Choir Sundays when we bring everyone together for one anthem or 
cantata, a Funday Sunday  collection of lively anthems and spirituals, 
piano/organ duets by  Brenda Miller and Marianne Phelps, Chime 
Choir carols on Christmas Eve, and fellowship  events such as choir 
family picnics and choir parties.

In this, our 40th Anniversary  Year in this church building, the Music 
Ministry is more aware than ever of the amazing gift we have been 
given - to be able to serve our congregation, our Lord, and even our 
community  through music! With the fellowship and dedication of 
many talented musicians, past and present, and with the support and 
gifts from our church family, we have evolved steadily through the 
years. As of now, 40 years after moving into this building, we have 
faithful choirs, quality musical instruments, many fine voices, 
organists and pianists, Sunday School and WOW! Kids sharing their 
musical messages, and this fall, under the direction of Emily Reed, 
we will be adding a Children's Bell Choir! On this occasion of 
celebration and praise, it is worth repeating our Mission Statement.

The purpose and passion of the Music Ministry  of First Church 
United is to worship God through music. In doing so, we are 
committed to excellence, and our selections are coordinated with our 
pastor, church themes, and liturgical calendar. We embrace a balance 
of creativity  and tradition, always striving to fulfill the worship 
experience of our congregation. As servants and ministers of music, 
we welcome musicians of all ages and talents, and we value the 
shared faith and Christian fellowship of our choir family.

We close by  declaring that, through music, we praise God, spread the 
word, and inspire our congregation and community. We are grateful 
for the opportunity, resources, and devotion of so many among our 
church family to be able to provide this service for the benefit of all!
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CREDITS

Organists and Pianists
Carol Dewar
Kris Magel
Dottie Mays
Martha Ridenour
Kathy Brown
Karen Brown
Georgia Kiwala
Marianne Phelps
Deb Farmer
Deb Noble
Lori Brooke
Lisa Bastian
Susan Lehman
Mary Larson
Cindy Zimmerman
Brenda Miller

Directors
Betty Akers (1948-1972)
Georgia Kiwala (1971-1999)
Liz Famer - Covenant Singers (1975-1990)
Susan Lehman (1983 to the present)
Lori Brooke (1996-1999)
Mary Larson (1998-2003)
Missy Johnson (2003-2009)
Brenda Miller (2014 to the present)
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Accompanists
Martha Ridenour
Karen Brown
Carol Dewar
Kris Magel
Marianne Phelps
Georgia Kiwala
Lori Brooke
Debbie Noble
Cindy Zimmerman
Brenda Miller

INSTRUMENTS with Anthems (students and adults)
Flute
French Horn
Trumpet
Clarinet
Viola
Saxophone
Percussion
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CANTATAS Through the Years

40% Off Christmas
100% Chance of Rain
A to Z
Angels
Be's and Cues
Beatitudes (The)
Calling All Angels
Captain Noah and His Floating 
Zoo
Christmas Jazz
Christmas Rhapsody
Darkness
David and the Giants
Divine Redeemer (The)
Easter Cantata
Everlasting Joy
Family Portrait
Gospel Animals
Holy Moses
It's the Lord's Thing
Jonah
Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolor Dream Coat
Lazarus
Let's Go With Mo

Mary Remembers
Messiah (The) - Christmas
Messiah (The) - Easter
Night the Animals Sang (The)
O Me, O My, O Nehemiah
Prince of Peace (The)
Rose of Calvary (The)
Shepherds, Stars and a Savior
Seek
Simple Christmas
Singing Bishop
Super Christmas
Surprise/Birthday/Baby Shower/
Come As You Are/Unlimited 
Guest List/Bring Your Kids and 
Pets/Party
Super Christmas
Thanksgiving Cantata
This Little Light of Mine
To Tell The Truth
Very Best Christmas Ever (The)
What's It All About?
Who's the Wise Guy?
Winter Rose (The)
Zeroes into Heroes

116



History of the Christian Education Program
 

1974
Betty Akers and Corinne James made reports to the Board for the 
Christian Education Committee. Sunday School Classes were held in 
both church buildings. No Sunday School was held in August. Bible 
School was held in co-operation with the Methodist Church. Carol 
Dewar and Judi Jones were Directors from our church.  The Senior 
High Youth Group Sponsors were Bob and Louise McCoy.

The Christmas Program featured a puppet show of Christmas 
through the eyes of the innkeepers’ boy and dog. After the play a 
Christmas Folk Cantata, It's the Lord's Thing was presented by  5-8 
grade choir under direction of Georgia Kiwala accompanied by  Kris 
Magel. Program Committee was May Pat Brooke, Judi Jones, Jan 
Koellner and Ann McCrabb.

1975
A three-year program of preparation for church membership was 
adopted. A Confirmation/Membership  Class for 7-8 grades was 
taught by Pastor Farmer Thursday evenings January 9-May  15. A 
high school class was held in the spring taught by the Pastor.

Bible School was held with the Methodist Church in June. Directors 
from our church were Joyce Morrison and Sue Kobes. Sunday 
School was in recess during August. Members of the Christian 
Education Committee were Jan Koellner and Corinne James. Team 
teaching was introduced in Sunday School. New materials (Augsburg 
and Winston Press) were chosen for fall school year.

Bob and Louise McCoy sponsored the Youth Group until May. Joe 
and Dinette Myers became sponsors in September. Missy Brooks 
was President. They conducted the Worship Service October 19. 
Pastor Farmer and five youth attended "Wintertainment Weekend” at 
Camp Wyoming In January. The Christmas Program was directed by 
Georgia Kiwala, Kris Magel, Jan Koellner, Betty Akers and Liz 
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Farmer. It was a program of music and drama about Christmas 
symbols.

1976
Junior High Confirmation Class taught by Pastor was held January 
through May. The Christian Education Committee was Ken 
Ruegsegger, Chair, Corinne James and Jan Koellner. Vacation Bible 
School was with the Methodist Church. Our Directors were Ann 
McCrabb and Cheryl Crees. Joe and Dinette Myers were sponsors of 
the Youth Group. Morrie Noble was President. The group walked 20 
miles to raise money for the Building Fund. Let's Go To Bethlehem 
presented on the Thursday night  before Christmas was planned by 
Marilyn Ruegsegger, Orma Heick, Louise McCoy, Cheryl Crees, Jan 
Koellner and Corinne James.

1977
The Christian Education Committee was Bill Koellner, Chair,  Zoe 
Ann Brown, Jan Rohner and Paula Ingalls. Two young People and 
Pastor Farmer attended Wintertainment at Camp Wyoming. 
Membership  Class for 7-9 graders taught by  Pastor Farmer was held 
Thursday evenings January through May. Sunday School was in 
recess during July and August.

In October the new building was completed and all the Sunday 
School moved into one building. Bible School was with the 
Methodist Church. Our directors were Margaret  Barnhart and Cheryl 
Cress. Joe and Dinette Myers were sponsors of the youth group. 
Pastor and Liz Farmer conducted a lock-in for the Group. The 
Christmas Pageant was presented the Thursday night  before 
Christmas. Committee was Ferne Sullivan, Chair, Betty  Akers, Ann 
McCrabb, Paula Ingalls, and Kris Magel.

1978
The Christian Education Committee was Bill Koellner, Chair, 
Florence Wigim.  Membership Class was taught by Pastor Farmer on 
Thursday evenings January through May. The first group (6) to 
complete the 3-year program were Confirmed/Baptized May 21st. 
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New materials were chosen for Sunday School:-Winston Press 
through 6th grade; Dynamic for 7-9.

Bill Koellner began a new class for Adults. Vacation Bible School 
was held with the Methodist Church. Our directors were Margaret 
Barnhart and Pat Kennedy. Youth group sponsors were Joe and 
Dinette Myers and Mark and Missy Johnson. They planted some 
trees and shrubs in the church yard bought from the $400 they raised 
in the WALK-A-THON two years earlier. They refurbished a church 
sign from the old building. The Christmas Pageant was changed back 
to Sunday  night before Christmas. Joyce Morrison, Ann McCrabb 
and Mary Schneider were the Committee.

1979
The Christian Education Committee was Jan Koellner, Ruby Arnold 
and Susie Kobes. Membership  Class was taught by Pastor Farmer on 
Thursday evenings for grades 7-9 during January through May. Bible 
School was held with the Methodist  Church. Our directors were Pat 
Kennedy and Karen Nortman.

Joe and Dinette Myers were sponsors of the youth group  January 
through June. Mark and Missy Johnson sponsored the fall semester. 
A weekday  Christian Education Program called Thursday Youth Club 
was started for children in grades 4-6 on Thursday afternoons 
directed by Pastor Farmer. The idea came from Florence Wigim at 
the Annual Meeting. The first 12 week session was held March 8 to 
May 31. Twenty  children were enrolled. Leaders were Judy Larson, 
Mike Wigim, Pastor Farmer, Ann McCrabb and Diane Beranek. 
Meals were planned by Florence Wigim and Norma Brooks. A 12 
week session was held in the fall. Twenty-one students were 
enrolled. Leaders were Jan Koellner, Pastor Farmer, Janey Westra, 
Terry Larson, Marianne Phelps and Susie Kobes. Ann McCrabb and 
Diane Beranek were meal coordinators.

The Christmas Pageant was held the Thursday night before 
Christmas. Susie Kobes, Ferne Sullivan and Joyce Morrison were the 
committee.

119



1980
The Christian Education Committee was Marilyn Ruegsegger, Chair, 
Jan Koellner and Corinne James. Youth Membership  Class was held 
as last  year. Long time preschool teacher Zula Bailey retired and was 
honored at  a Reception. A Fall Attendance Contest was held for 
Sunday School with the winning team skating free at a Roller 
Skating Party.

Vacation Bible School was held with the Methodist Church. Our 
Directors were Karen Nortman and Pat Corriell. Youth Group 
sponsors were Mark and Missy Johnson and Bill and Ann McCrabb. 
Steve Ruegsegger was President. They served a Lenten Brunch to the 
congregation and held a work day.

A twelve week Thursday Club for grades 4-6 was held in the Spring 
with 21 students enrolled. Leaders were Jan Koellner, Janey Westra, 
Terry Larson, Marianne Phelps, Susie Kobes, Carol Butts and Pastor 
Farmer. Meal Co-coordinators were Ann McCrabb and Diane 
Beranek. The 10 week fall semester had 20 students enrolled. 
Leaders were Jan Koellner, Janey  Westra, Marilyn Irey, Marianne 
Phelps, Marilyn Crow and Pastor Farmer. Meal coordinators were 
Janet Woody and Marty Morrison.

A Junior High Group was added to the Thursday Club program in the 
fall meeting one Thursday evening a month. Mike and Michelle 
Wigim are their sponsors with Jan Koellner and Pastor Farmer 
helping as resource persons. The Christmas Program moved back to 
the Sunday night before Christmas. It featured decorating the 
Christmas tree as the story  of Christmas was told and portrayed by 
the classes. 

1981
The Christian Education Committee was Marilyn Ruegsegger, Chair, 
Jo Noble and Jan Koellner. Bill Koellner began a new Adult Basic 
Bible Class at 8:30 and 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Senior Youth Group 
served a January  Brunch. Sponsors are Mark and Missy  Johnson and 
Bill and Ann McCrabb. They sold sweet corn, held a car wash, held a 
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yardwork day and sold Halloween Insurance for a patio and benches 
project. Jodi Westra was President. They began meeting twice a 
month. Their name was changed to Sigma Rho.

Pastor Farmer conducted a six week Membership Class for high 
school youth during Sunday  School. His junior high class met for the 
semester on Thursday evenings after the Junior High Fellowship 
Group. They  served an Easter Breakfast  and took a bus trip to 
Chicago. Sponsors were Mike and Michelle Wigim.

Vacation Bible School was with the Methodist Church June 1-5. Our 
Directors were Pat Corriell and Marianne Phelps. Summer Sunday 
School was held with half hour sessions. Thursday Youth Club held 
two ten week Semesters. Leaders were Pastor Farmer, Janey  Westra, 
Marilyn Irey, Marianne Phelps, Ann McCrabb, Liz Farmer and 
Marilyn Crow. Meal Co-ordinators were Janet Woody, Marry 
Morrison and Joyce Morrison. Doing The Christmas Thing was held 
the Sunday night before Christmas. Committee was Marilyn 
Ruegsegger, Jo Noble, Liz Farmer, Sheryl Beaver, Betty  Akers, and 
Marianne Phelps.

1982
Christian Education Committee was Marilyn Ruegsegger, Jo Noble 
and Jan Koellner. Sigma Rho Youth served a February Brunch. Their 
patio projected was finished. They and the Junior High Fellowship 
de-rogued corn from the church bean field. Pastor's Membership 
Classes were taught in the spring. Sunday School recessed for the 
summer. The 3- and 4-year-old class was divided. New materials, 
"Living The Word" were adopted and implemented for grades 1-8 in 
the Fall. Ken Ruegsegger began a Young Adult Class. Liz Farmer 
began an Adult Discussion Class.

Bible School was with the Methodist Church. Our Directors were 
Marianne Phelps and Dinette Myers. Thursday Youth Club held two 
ten week semesters with 17 and 15 kids. Leaders were Pastor Farmer, 
Janey Westra, Liz Farmer, Marianne Phelps, Ann McCrabb, Sue 
Barry, Pat McCrabb, and Steve Westra. Meal Co-coordinators were 
Janet Woody, Marty  Morrison, Joyce Morrison, JoAnne Akers, 
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Carolyn Benge and Jeanine Martin. Junior High Fellowship with 
leaders Mike and Michelle Wigim met each Thursday evening of the 
school year at 5:45 p.m. They made a trip to Adventureland.

The Message Of The Bells was presented the Sunday night before 
Christmas. Committee was Marilyn Ruegsegger, Liz Farmer, Jan 
Koellner, Dinette Myers and Ferne Sullivan.

1983
Christian Education Committee: Jo Noble, Marilyn Ruegsegger, 
Ferne Sullivan, Jan Koellner. Sigma Rho Youth conducted a January 
Worship Service. They served a brunch in February and donated the 
profit to the Ronald McDonald House. A trip was taken to West Bend 
Grotto in May. Ann McCrabb was their sponsor.

Junior High Fellowship served a Chili Supper and donated the profit 
to the McDonald House. They served a brunch in April to raise funds 
for a trip  to Chicago. An overnight retreat was held at Saulsbury 
Park. Mike and Michelle Wigim were sponsors. Pastor taught 
Membership Classes in the spring.

Bible School was with the Methodist Church May 23-27. Our 
Directors were Dinette Myers and Cindy  Johnston. Sunday School 
was held during summer with combined classes. Chard deNiord 
became our first part-time Christian Education/Youth Director in 
September. Two ten week semesters of Thursday Club were held.  
Leaders were Pastor Farmer, Ann McCrabb, Janey Westra, Sue 
Barry, Pat McCrabb, Marianne Phelps, Steve Westra, and Chard 
deNiord. Meal coordinators were JoAnne Akers, Carolyn Benge, 
Jeanine Martin and Linda Minor.

Christmas Rhapsody was presented the Sunday night before 
Christmas by  combined choirs directed by Georgia Kiwala and Susan 
Lehman with Marianne Phelps at the organ and Debbie Noble at the 
piano.
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1984
Christian Education Committee: Jan Koellner, Marianne Phelps, Jo 
Noble, Ferne Sullivan, and Dinette Myers. KERYGMA Bible Study 
was taught by Pastor Farmer on Thursday evenings and Wednesday 
mornings. Chard deNiord offered a basic Bible knowledge Class for 
Sunday School  Liz Farmer's Class held new Sunday afternoon 
Journey of Faith Retreats. A nine week ninthth grade Membership 
class was taught by  Pastor. The seventh and eighth grade nine week 
and class was taught by youth Director Chard deNiord.

Sigma Rho Youth held a retreat at Salisbury Park, served a brunch in 
February, and served an Advent Dinner in December. Sponsors were 
Ann McCrabb and Verna and Tom Ruble Spring Semester and Mark 
and Lisa Bastian Fall Semester. Junior High Fellowship served a 
palm Sunday Brunch. Sponsors were Mike and Michelle Wigim.

VBS was held with the Methodist and Baptist  Churches. Our 
directors were Cindy Johnston and Jan Rohner. Summer Sunday 
School was held with combined classes. Recess in August. Susan 
Lehman became our Sunday School Music Teacher visiting the 
classrooms for songs and leading the general assembly  singing. A 
teacher training event was held in March. Chard deNiord continued 
another year as C.E./Youth Director. High School Sunday School 
Class designed and made a pulpit hanging with a symbol for our 
Union Church.

Two ten week sessions of Thursday Clubs were held (12 and 13 
students) Leaders were Chard deNiord, Pastor Farmer, Ann 
McCrabb, Janey Westra, Marianne Phelps, Marcia Morrison, Jeanie 
Shield, Carmen Pohl and Nancy Lovetinsky. Meal coordinators were 
JoAnne Akers, Carolyn Benge, Jeanine Martin, Linda Minor, Ann 
McCrabb and Janey  Westra. Christmas Pageant was held Sunday 
night before Christmas. Committee was Lori Brooke, Jan Koellner, 
sue Lehman, Betty Akers and Ferne Sullivan.
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1985
Christian Education Committee: Marianne Phelps, Ann McCrabb, 
Mark Bastian, Jan Koellner, Dinette Myers and Jo Noble. A teachers 
workshop was held in March. Combined class groupings were 
offered for Sunday School during June and July. Membership classes 
were taught by  Chard deNiord and Pastor Farmer in the spring. 
Sigma Rho Youth held a retreat at Saulsbury Park in March. They 
took a Mystery  Trip to Kansas City in June. A lock-in was held in 
November. Advent Dinner was served in December. Sponsors were 
Mark and Lisa Bastian. Chard deNiord completed his ministry in 
May.

V.B.S. was held with the Methodist and Baptist Churches. Our 
Directors were Jan Rohner and Linda Rankin. Combined class 
groupings were offered for Summer Sunday School in June and July. 
Recess in August. Mike and Michelle Wigim were sponsors of the 
Junior High Fellowship the spring semester. Blaine and Jodi Kelly 
became sponsors in the FaIl. Robert Robinson became our second 
C.E.Youth Director in the Fall. He taught a beginning Bible Study 
Class during Sunday School Pastor's KERYGMA Classes on 
Thursday nights and Wednesday morning began second year in the 
fall.

Two ten week sessions of Thursday Club were held. (13 and 14 
students) Leaders were: Chard deNiord, Pastor Farmer, Nancy 
Lovetinsky, Marcia Morrison, Marianne Phelps, Robert Robinson, 
Rich Hambright. Meal coordinators were Ann McCrabb, JoAnne 
Akers, Carolyn Benge and Janey Westra.

The Little Shepherd of Bethlehem was presented December 15. 
Committee was Dinette Myers, Betry  Akers, Marilyn Ruegsegger 
and Marianne Phelps.

1986
Christian Education Committee: Ann McCrabb, Chair, Bill Koellner, 
Dinette Myers, Mark Bastian, Missy  Johnson, Ken Ruegsegger. 
Junior High Fellowship  served a Soup and Sandwich Lunch for the 
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Annual Meeting. Nine week Membership  Class for Junior High was 
taught by Youth Director Robert  Robinson on Thursday nights in the 
spring. Pastor taught nine week ninth grade class during Sunday 
School. Sigma Rho Youth held lock-ins in April and October. Their 
Mystery Trip  was to St Louis in June. An Advent Dinner was served 
in December. Sponsors were Mark and Lisa Bastian. C.E./Youth 
Director Robert Robinson completed his ministry  with us in June. 
Sunday School was in recess during July  and August. Junior High 
Fellowship name was changed to Chi Rho Youth Fellowship. They 
met on Thursday  evenings as part of Youth Club suppers. Sponsors 
were Blaine and Jodi Kelly.

VBS was held with the Methodist and Lutheran Churches. Our 
Directors were Linda Rankin and Susie Kobes.

Roberta Culp-Murray became C.E./Youth Director in September. The 
third year of two KERYGMA Bible Classes taught by Pastor began 
in fall. Two ten week Sessions of Thursday Club were held. (15 and 
20 students) Sixth graders were put in the Chi Rho Group in the fall. 
Leaders were Robert Robinson, Pastor Farmer, Rich Hambright, 
Marianne Phelps, Marcia Morrison, Roberta Culp-Murray, Missy 
Forbes, and Kyle Barnhart. Meal Co-coordinators were JoAnne 
Akers, Carolyn Benge, and Linda Minor. The Story and the Tree was 
presented Sunday, December 21. Committee: Cindy Johnston, Chris 
Kruse, Sue Kobes, Syd Harned and C.E. Director Roberta Culp-
Murray.

1987
Christian Eductaion Committee: Ann McCrabb, Chair, Bill Koellner, 
Missy Johnson, Joe Myers, Liz Farmer, Diana Brown. Sigma Rho 
Youth held a retreat at Salisbury Park in February. They held a bake 
sale in May. Their Spring Trip was to Kansas City  in June. Adults 
helping with the trip with thirteen kids were sponsors Mark and Lisa 
Bastian, Youth Director Roberta Culp-Murray and Blaine and Jodi 
Kelly. In the fall the group moved their meetings to twice a month on 
Thursday evenings. Ann McCrabb became Lay Sponsor. Nine week 
Membership  Classes were held in the spring. Youth Director Roberta 
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Culp-Murray taught the Thursday night Junior High Class and Pastor 
Farmer taught Sunday morning ninth grade class.

Chi Rho Youth Fellowship sponsors were Blaine and Jodi Kelly. A 
service and picnic was held at Cedar Valley Park to celebrate the 
completion of Sunday School term on May  31. Sunday School. was 
in recess June 7-August 16. V.B.S. was held with Methodist and 
Lutheran Churches. Our Directors were Sue Kobes and Liz Farmer. 
It was very difficult finding teachers.

Roberta Culp-Murray served another school year as C.E./Youth 
Director. The Church took over the ownership/operation of the Peter 
Pan Preschool in the fall. Corinne Lonergan was the Director. Bible 
stories and Christian concepts are taught in an atmosphere of 
Christian love and caring.

Two ten week semesters of Thursday Youth Club were held. (20 
students) Leaders were: Roberta Culp-Murray, Pastor Farmer, 
Marianne Phelps, Debbie Farmer, Terri Larson, Ronda Christy, and 
Liz Farmer. Meal Coordinators were Carolyn Benge, JoAnne Akers 
and Linda Minor. Leaders of the Chi Rho Fellowship Group were 
sponsors Blaine and Jodi Kelly and Youth Director Culp-Murray.

Doing the Christmas Thing was presented Sunday evening December 
20th. Committee: Sue Kobes, Mary  Jean Stanton, Chris Kruse and 
C.E. Director Culp-Murray.

1988
Christian Education Committee: Terri Larson, Chair, Bill Koellner, 
Mark Bastian, Liz Farmer, Diana Brown, Josephine Webb. A 
discussion group  for young adults during Sunday School was started 
by C.E. Director. A Puppet Play, "Three In A Boat" was presented 
April 21st by Sunday School children at the worship  service. Pastor 
Farmer taught a six week 9th Grade Membership  Class and Janet 
Koellner and Rich Hambright taught an eight week Junior High 
Membership Class on Sundays in the spring.

Sigma Rho Youth held a lock-in at the church in May with sponsor 
Ann McCrabb and Youth Director Culp-Murray. They sold 
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themselves for personal service at an auction. They also held a car 
wash. They went to Wacky Waters in June for their Fun Trip. In 
October they held a weekend retreat at Saulsbury Park. An Advent 
Dinner was served in December. Mark and Lisa Bastian became 
sponsors in the fall.

Because so few people were available anymore to help  with a week-
long morning Bible School and our church had furnished most  of the 
teachers for the community Bible School in recent years, an 
alternative format was adopted. A day camp  for our kids was held at 
Cedar Valley Park on Saturday, May 14th. Planning Committee was 
Liz Farmer, Marianne Phelps, Dinette Myers and Jan Koellner.

Barbara Hickock became our Seminary  Intern Christian Education/
Youth Director in September. Pastor Farmer began a Wednesday 
morning Bible Class in October. "Bible Discovery" materials were 
adopted for Sunday School in the fall. Dean Phelps began an Adult 
Class using the International Lessons in November.

Two ten week Sessions of Youth Club were held. (15 and 10 
students) Leaders: Roberta Culp-Murray, Pastor Farmer, Terri 
Larson, Ronda Christy, Marianne Phelps, Liz Farmer, Dena Billick, 
Lisa Bastian, and Barbara Hickock. Meal coordinators were Carolyn 
Benge, JoAnne Akers, Norma Brooks and Missy Johnson. Blaine and 
Jodi Kelly were sponsors of the Chi Rho Fellowship Group (6-8) 
with the Youth Director. The Chi Rho Youth decorated and furnished 
the Youth Room in the new Wing. They held a retreat at the Church 
in February. The Christmas Program was short and sweet on Sunday 
evening, December 18. Committee was: Terri Larson, Chris Kruse, 
Sue Lehman and Marilyn Ruegsegger.

1989
Christian Eductaion Committee: Terri Larson, Chair, Mark Bastian, 
Margaret Barnhart, Liz Farmer, Diana Brown, and Josephine Webb.

Membership  Classes were taught in April and May by Pastor (9th 
grade) and Rich and Janet (7-8 grade). Bible School/Day Camp was 
held Friday  afternoon at the church and all day at Cedar Valley Park 
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on Saturday, June 2 and 3. Planning Committee was Marianne 
Phelps, Margaret Barnhart and Lisa Bastian. Barbara Hickock 
completed her ministry  with us in May. Combined age groupings and 
volunteer teachers kept Sunday School in session during June and 
July.

Youth helped with the Worship Service April 23. lnJune the Sigma 
Rho Group  went to Chicago for their Mystery  Trip. A retreat at 
Saulsbury Park was held in October. An Advent Dinner was served. 
Sponsors were Mark and Lisa Bastian.

In September Carol Lamp became Seminary Intern CE/Youth 
Director. Liz Farmer taught an adult class in October and November, 
"Coping As Christians With Interruptions and Changes. "

A 12-week and a 10-week Session of Youth Clubs was held. (11 and 
12 students in grades 4 and 5) Leaders were Barbara Hickock, Pastor 
Farmer, Lisa Bastian, Carol Lamp, Lori Brooke. and Wally Mays. 
Meal coordinators were: Norma Brooks, Missy  Johnson, and Cindy 
Yerington. Chi Rho Fellowship Leaders (14 students in grades 6-8) 
were Blaine and Jodi Kelly, Barbara Hickock, Carol Lamp and Rich 
Hambright. They held a lock-in at the Church in March.

The Message of the Bells was presented at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday night 
December 17. Committee: Lisa Bastian, Cindy Yerington, Julie 
Morrison, Holly VeDepo and Carol Lamp.

1990
Christian Education Committee: Mark Bastian, Chair, Margaret 
Barnhart, Terri Larson, Josephine Webb, Missy Johnson, Lori 
Brooke.

Carol Lamp began teaching an adult Sunday School class on I 
Corinthians. in January. Sigma Rho Youth held a lock-in at the 
church in January. A car wash was held in April and a retreat at 
Phelps/Barnhart Pond in May. Their Spring Trip in June was to 
Kansas City. Chi Rho Fellowship held a lock-in at  the church in 
February and a cook-out  at Phelps/Barnhart pond in April. They  went 
to Adventureland in July. Mark and Lisa Bastian were sponsors until 

128



September. Jodi and Blaine Kelly became Lay Sponsors. A retreat 
was held at Saulsbury on October 7. An Advent Dinner was served.

Membership  Classes were held in April and May during Sunday 
School. Janet Koellner and Rich Hambright taught the 7-8 grade 
class. Pastor Farmer taught the ninth grade class. Bible School/Day 
Camp was held Friday  all day at  the Church and all day Saturday  at 
Cedar Valley Park June 8-9. Committee was: Margaret Barnhart, Lisa 
Bastian and Dinette Myers. Combined Classes for children through 
5th grade were offered during June and July. Recess in August.

A 13-week and an 11-week Session Thursday Youth Club was held. 
(13 and 22 students in grades 4-5) Leaders were: Carol Lamp, Pastor 
Farmer, Lisa Bastian, Lori Brooke, and Wally  Mays. Meal 
coordinators were Missy Johnson and Cindy Yerington. The Chi Rho 
Fellowship had 14 and 17 students in grade 6-8. Their Lay Sponsor 
was Jodi Kelly in spring and Becky Kober in the fall. Rich 
Hambright helped with Fellowship activities. O Come All Ye Faithful 
was presented the first Sunday night of December. Committee was 
Lisa Bastian, Missy Johnson, Holly VeDepo and Lori Brooke.

1991
Christian Education Committee: Margaret Barnhart, Chair, Cindy 
Yerington, Josephine Webb, Missy Johnson, Lori Brooke, Wayne 
Noring.

Sigma Rho Youth served a Soup  and Sandwich Luncheon for the 
Annual Meeting. A day  retreat was held at the Church in June. Their 
first Mission Trip was taken in June to help a Mission Church in 
Chicago. Sponsors Jodi and Blaine Kelly, Youth Director Larnp and 
Pastor Farmer went with seven youth. They served an Advent 
Brunch.

Youth Membership Classes were held in April and May during 
Sunday School Rich Hambright and Janet Koellner taught the 7-8 
class and Pastor Farmer taught the ninth grade class. An Appreciation 
Supper was served to the Christian Education Staff in May. Sunday 
School was in recess for the summer. An All Church Garage Sale 
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was held in September to help fund Youth activities. Children in 
Sunday School and Youth Clubs joined in a "Count On Me Parade" 
in church service in October with songs, posters and balloons. Bible 
School/Day  Camp was held Thursday and Friday  evenings at  the 
Church and all day  Saturday at Cedar Valley Park June 6-8. 
Committee was Dinette Myers, Lori Brooke and Cindy Yerington.

Two Sessions of Thursday  Club were held. Leaders for the 4-5 grade 
group were Youth Director Lamp, Pastor Farmer, Lori Brooke, and 
Lisa Bastian. The Chi Rho Fellowship leaders were Youth Director 
Lamp, Lay Sponsor Becky Kober, Bob Larson and Drew Lewis. 
Meal Coordinators were Missy Johnson and Cindy Yerington.

Christmas Is.... was presented the first Sunday night  of December. 
Directors were Lori Brooke, Lisa Bastian, Missy Johnson and Cindy 
Yerington.

1992
Christian Education Committee: Wayne Noring, Chair, Jodi Kelly, 
Missy Johnson, Lori Brooke, Bob Larson, Cindy Yerington.

Carol Lamp became Associate Pastor in January  and continued her 
Christian Education/Youth Director responsibilities. Sigma Rho 
Youth served a Soup and Sandwich Luncheon for the Annual 
Meeting in January. A Mission/Work Trip was taken to help a church 
in Kansas City in June. Sponsors Jodi and Blaine Kelly, Associate 
Pastor Lamp and Darren Brooke went with the ten kids. An Advent 
Brunch was served again.

Youth Membership classes were held in April and May. An 
appreciation supper was served to the Christian Education Staff in 
May. Sunday School was in recess during the summer. Associate 
Pastor Lamp taught an adult class during the summer before worship.

V.B.S. was held Thursday  and Friday evenings and Saturday 
morning June 4-6. Committee: Lori Brooke, Cindy  Hambright, 
Missy Johnson, Jodi Kelly and Lisa Newcomb. An All Church 
Garage Sale was held in September to raise funds for our Youth 
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Ministry. A Seminar on Youth Culture was held with Youth Minister 
from the Regional Office as the speaker.

A 12-week and a 9-week session of Thursday Youth club was held. 
Leaders for the 4-6 grades was Associate Pastor Carol Lamp, Pastor 
Farmer, Lori Brooke, Lisa Bastian, Wayne and Audrey Noring, and 
Norma Brooks.

Christmas Customs Around the World was presented the first Sunday 
night of December' committee: Missy Johnson, Theresa Larson, and 
Ann McCrabb.

1993
Ken Ruesegger, Bob Larson, chair, Jodi Kelly, Lori Brooke, Becky 
Kober, and Norma Brooks.

Sigma Rho Youth served a soup  and Sandwich Luncheon for the 
Annual Meeting in January. They went back to Kansas City, MO, for 
their Mission/work Trip  in June to help the Grace United Church.  
Seven youth and sponsors Jodi and Blaine Kelly, and associate pastor 
Lump went on the four-day trip.  They served an Advent Brunch 
again to the congregation in December. Youth Membership classes 
were held April and May as before with the same teachers.

Our Christian Education staff was recognized as the Bible school 
program as a part of worship June 6 and their names printed in the 
newsletter. Ferne Sullivan was honored for her long time service as 
Sunday school secretary.  Sunday school was in recess during the 
summer.

Associate pastor Carol Lamp completed her service to First Church.

VBS was held all day  Saturday  and Sunday morning June 5-6. The 
committee included Jodi Kelly, Becky Kober, Norma Brooks and 
Associate pastor Carol Lamp.  Two ten-week sessions of Thursday 
Youth club were held. Third Graders were added to the afternoon 
program. Leaders were associate pastor, Carol Lamp, Pastor. Farmer, 
Lori Brooke, Wayne and Audrey Noring, Janey Westra, Richard 
Hambright, Carol Miller, Norma Brooks, Marianne Phelps, and 
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Youth Director Mark Davis. Meal coordinators were Missy Johnson 
and Chris Kruse. The evening Chi Rho Fellowship leaders lay 
sponsor Becky Kober, Bob Larson, Mike Peterson, associate pastor 
Carol Lamp and youth director Mark Davis.

A Homeless Christmas was presented the first  Sunday night of 
December. Committee: Lori Brooke' Jodi Kelly, Ann McCrabb, and 
C.E. Director Mark Davis.

1995
Sunday School was held from late August through December and 
February thru April.

Membership  Classes were conducted from April thru May. Adult 
Forums were taught by Mark Davis and Pastor Farmer during the 
summer months at Sunday school time.  Mark Davis resigned to go 
to Des Moines to be a pastor. A search for a new CE Director was 
done from April thru September and Jeff Ireland, religious studies 
student at the University of Iowa was hired.  Sigma Rho Mission 
Trip in June went to Kansas City to work with underprivileged 
families.   The Circle of Friends Mission Trip  was in July  to Chicago. 
The preparation and choosing material for Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) was held in August.  Christian Education students prepared 
for the Christmas program in December.

Our vacation Bible school was held Monday through Thursday 
evenings August 7-10. It  was well attended and highly successful 
again this year. There was an enthusiastic group of teachers, workers, 
musicians and support staff joined together to provide an interesting 
educational experience to the attendees at FCU VBS.

Forty-two children were enrolled with nearly  perfect attendance each 
of the four evenings. The theme of Bible school was “Awesome 
Adventures” which included a lesson, food, music and a recreational 
experience.

The three-and four-year-old class was taught by Jane Coons and 
Annie Noble with Lillian Larson and June Coons as helpers. The 
kindergarten class was taught by  Laura Larson. The class for grades 
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one and two was taught by Lori Brooke.  Third and fourth-graders 
were taught by Judy Mully. The class for grades five and six had 
teachers in a learning center that were taught by Jan Koellner. Mary 
Pat Brooke, and Lois Wilkerson, along with Lori Brooke led the 
music in closing assemblies.  Carol Miller was our attendant in the 
nursery. Director of the Bible school was Christian Education 
Director Mark Davis.

The Mission Project was the Ronald McDonald House in Iowa City 
which houses parents and families of children who are patients in the 
Hospitals. The youth and staff thoroughly enjoyed spending time 
with people at the Ronald McDonald House.

A Vacation Bible School sharing program was held during the 
worship  service, Sunday, August 13th, by  the Bible School students 
and staff

Sunday School classes were held on 39 Sundays and the average 
attendance was 47.

1997
The Christian Education committee spent  a busy year planning, 
organizing and implementing a variety of programs. These programs 
include Sunday School, VBS, the Youth Clubs, and the Christmas 
Program. With the help of all the committee members these 
programs were very successful.

Sunday School--The C.E. Committee searched for volunteers as well 
as evaluated and selected the materials to be taught. During this year 
there were two very  active members of the Sunday School program 
who retired. Ferne Sullivan (in charge of attendance and donations) 
and Bill Koellner (adult Sunday  School teacher). The CE Committee, 
in collaboration with teachers, decided that younger classes would be 
team taught; that is, teachers would alternate throughout the year. We 
continue to have a nine month Sunday  School year and utilize "The 
Whole People of God" curriculum.

VBS-For the second year we took an active role in planning and 
participating in the Ecumenical VBS. The churches involved were 
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Our Redeemer Lutheran, United Methodist, St. Joseph Catholic, Zion 
Lutheran of Atalissa and FCU. With a total of 121 children 
participating, the VBS was very successful.

Youth Clubs-The Youth Clubs continue to be very active. Grades 3-8 
attend Youth Club on Thursday after school and the Sigma Rho 
group meets every other Sunday  evening. Tom and Janette McMahon 
have taken over as Sigma Rho sponsors. After many years of service 
Blaine and Jodi Kelly have resigned that position. We thank them for 
those years of service.

Christmas Program-The Christian Education Committee reviewed 
and helped select the Christmas program theme. The program 
involved the students of Sunday School and Youth Club. Janette 
McMahon, Kerry Gerhard and many others planned  and led the 
program. The program was well attended and very successful.  Rich 
Hambright

Sunday School-Classes were held on 35 Sundays and the average 
attendance during the first  half of the year was 30, and in the last half 
it was 34.

Kerry Gerhard, CE Director taught the junior high Sunday School 
class, led the three youth groups and confirmation classes, and 
participated in the planning and implementation of the second 
ecumenical Vacation Bible School. She also acted as the regular 
Worship Leader, attended monthly CE Committee meetings, wrote 
monthly CE reports for the newsletter. To encourage children to have 
a meaningful worship  experience she began giving a “Children’s 
Message” during the service. She and Dr. Dummer collaborated in 
preparing reasons that he presented to the Church Board as to why 
First Church United should include children age eight at the Lord's 
Supper. The Church Board has accepted the recommendations. and a 
class will be held for parents and children in 1998. 

Kerry Norgard Gerhard
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2000
Christian Education Committee members include William Koellner, 
Chair (term ending), Janet Koellner (term ending), Audrey Noring, 
Norma Brooks, Marsha Jacobs, and Heidi Morrison.

There were 40 children enrolled in the ecumenical vacation Bible 
School (VBS). The VBS for this year was associated with three 
churches: First Church United, St. Joseph's Catholic Church, and 
United Methodist Church. The teacher/leaders were staff from Camp 
Wyoming. They were enthusiastic, organized, and had many new 
ideas. The attendees very much liked the Camp Wyoming staff, and 
the CE committee voted to work with Camp Wyoming for the 
summer VBS 2001 .

Initially, there were 28-30 young people enrolled in Westminster 
Club during the fall session. At the end of the fall session, the 
numbers reached 38 attendees. Six 7th and 8th graders were enrolled 
in Chi-Rho. Early in the fall session, those in Chi-Rho chose to also 
meet on Tuesday evenings from 6-8 PM for a time of watching 
movies and a place to meet with friends. Thirty-nine youth 
participated in the Tuesday evening get-togethers and Thursday night 
Chi-Rho meetings at one time or another during the 15 times the 
group met.

Camping was a big item for First Church United in 2000. Five young 
people went to fall camp, and nineteen went to summer camps. The 
Liberty Crusaders paid for a portion of the camp fees. The numbers 
have grown where Liberty Crusaders are limited to total 
contributions; however, private scholarships were available to some 
students.

A Christian Education workshop was conducted by  Disciples of 
Christ Church in the upper Midwest and held in-Des Moines, IA. 
Kerry Gerhard finished as youth director after VBS, and the 
Christian Education Committee interviewed and recommended Ms. 
Linda Foor as Youth Director for balance of 2000.  Ms. Foor will be 
ordained in January 2001. 
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Westminster Club workers included: Lewis Morison, Audrey Noring, 
Marsha Jacobs, Heidi Morrison, Sandy Henderson, and many other 
volunteers too many to list for weekly meetings, special outings, and 
meals. Many thanks to all who volunteer to help our youth in our 
church programs. Becky Kober helps with the Chi Rho group, and 
Rev. Zimmerman and Cindy sponsor the Sigma Rho group in their 
home.

Major events this year included: Lenten Banner series, an All Church 
Skating Party, Thursday Club scavenger hunts to stock the food 
pantry, several visitations to Simpson Memorial Home to play  Bingo, 
visit and perform the Christmas program; a Chi Rho fun trip  to 
Wacky Waters; bowling for Westminsters, two concerts attended by 
Sigma-Rho; and an overnight lock-in for the 4th through 6th grade 
Sunday School Class. Thursday Club members performed The 
Grumpy Sheep for their Christmas program; Chi Rho and Sigma Rho 
members assisted with the Christmas Eve Candlelight service.

The average Sunday School attendance for 2000 was 32. This 
includes 6 teachers and staff, 16 to l8 in adult  class, and balance in 
other classes. A goal for 2001 is to increase numbers coming to 
Sunday School. Great interest is shown in Thursday Club, Chi Rho 
and Sigma Rho, but  less interest in Sunday School. Pastor 
Zimmerman has noted at several Christian Education meetings how 
little young people know when it is time for them to be confirmed. 
The above statistics illustrate that the lack of numbers in Sunday 
School is partially responsible for the lack of knowledge and points 
out the need for regular Sunday School attendance. 

2001
Christian Education Committee members include Heidi Morison 
(term ending), Marsha Jacobs (term ending), Audrey Noring and 
Sandy Henderson.

There were 36 children enrolled in the ecumenical Vacation Bible 
School (VBS). First Church United funded the VBS program, and all 
activities were held at  FCU. Leaders/teachers and helpers were 
volunteers from St. Joseph Catholic Church, United Methodist 
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Church and First Church United. A dessert potluck and swim party 
was enjoyed by all who attended VBS and their families on the 
evening of the last day of the program.  There were 30 youth enrolled 
in the Westminster Club this fall, and 21 Chi Rho members (7th and 
8th graders). Due to the large number of Chi Rho members, two 
groups were formed. Twelve met immediately after school and 
helped with the Westminster group before meeting for confirmation 
class. The second group of nine came to the church for supper with 
other Chi Rho youth, then had confirmation class.

A new mentoring/spiritual guide program was implemented whereby 
members of the congregation agree to mentor one Chi Rho member 
during the three-year confirmation class  program. There was good 
response to this mentoring by both Chi Rho youth and the church 
members. Twenty-two youth went to summer camps. The Liberty 
Crusaders paid for a portion of the camp fees. Private scholarships 
were also available.

Major events this year included: All-Church Skating Party; All-
Church Hayride; Thursday Club scavenger hunt to stock the food 
pantry; several visits to Simpson Home to play bingo, visit and 
perform the Christmas program; the Westminster group  swim party 
at the Muscatine YM/YWCA; and a tour of the homeless shelter at 
the Muscatine Center for Strategic Action (MCSA).

A quilt with all of the teachers' and youths’ names as given to MCSA 
along with many items on their needs list.  Thursday Club members 
performed Shepherds, Stars, and a Savior for their Christmas 
program; Chi Rho members assisted with the Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service.

A new curriculum is being used for Sunday School, "Faith Weavers." 
Lessons for Thursday Club are written also using "Faith Weavers," 
spreading the cost for materials between the two programs. There 
continues to be great interest in the Westminster and Chi Rho 
confirmation classes with lesser participation in the Sunday School 
program. 

Linda Foor, C..E. Director, Heidi Morrison, C..E. Committee Chair
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2002
The West Liberty  Area Community  Youth Group (CYG) continued to 
meet each Sunday  at 5:00 p.m. through March with 70-90 students in 
attendance each week. Our first year concluded with a highly 
successful mission tip to Albuquerque, New Mexico in August. 
Twenty-five adults and students volunteered in helping projects 
sponsored by "Feed the Hungry of Albuquerque." The second year of 
CYG began September 22 with our annual Kick-Off Event. 
Highlights of the fall semester included the combination CYG Praise 
Service/Community  Thanksgiving Service and a Posada. CYG 
continues to grow and be a place offering our young people 
opportunities for Christian fellowship, spiritual growth, and 
community  support. Bill and Jan Koellner join Pastor Al Zimmerman 
as FCU representatives to the CYG Board. Jodi Kelly has 
volunteered to continue as a small group leader.

The Christian Education committee meets monthly  to coordinate and 
promote activities for the youth of the church. Committee members 
in 2002 were Audrey Noring, Sandy Henderson' Lisa Newcomb, 
Terri Larson and Marilyn Ruegsegger. The Committee recruits 
Sunday school teachers for teaching lessons, hosts Sunday  School 
fun days, Rally  Day, and helps with Christmas programs and assists 
the CE Director with developing handbooks for Westminster, Chi 
Rho, and youth activities.

This fall Thursday Club welcomed between 18-25 kids each week 
Eight sessions beginning after school included a lesson, snacks, 
recreation, singing, a craft and a meal. The lessons this semester 
covered Old Testament stories such as Noah and the Flood; Abram's 
life and his following of God; The Tower of Babel. The emphasis 
was on biblical knowledge and teaching the basic stories followed by 
a key verse to introduce more in depth discussion.  Our special 
activities included two trips to the Simpson Home—one to play 
BINGO and one to sing Christmas carols. We also spent one day  on a 
neighborhood food drive in West Liberty  where we gathered around 
200 non-perishable food items.  It is the philosophy of youth ministry 
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that these types of activities reinforce the lessons taught in Thursday 
Club, and the kids respond positively. The next semester the lessons 
will cover the character of Jesus and what life following Him looks 
like.

Emily Worden, Youth Pastor

2003
The West Liberty Area Community  Youth Group (CYG) finished its 
second year, meeting on Sunday evenings, January through March, 
with an average of 70 students participating. Highlights included a 
play  facilitated by Graffiti Theater of Iowa City, a 'Hunger Meal' 
experience in preparation for the annual CROP Walk, and the annual 
dessert auction fundraiser.

Twenty-eight adults and students participated in our second mission 
trip. This year's destination was  Appalachians of Tennessee, North 
Carolina, and Georgia where we worked on a variety of projects, 
including painting and repairing a community youth center. 
Recreational highlights included white water rafting on the River.

The third year of CYG began with a Kick-off event on September 14. 
During the fall semester we heard from several bands-Sheltered 
Reality  and The Restoration Project (featuring Aaron Strumpet of 
West Liberty,) engaged in a scavenger hunt to gather food for the 
Food Pantry, lead the annual Community  Fair service, and closed the 
year with a Posada. CYG continues to offer our youth the 
opportunity for Christian growth, service, and fellowship. CYG 
Board members serving from FCU were Bill and Jan Koellner and 
Pastor AI Zimmerman. Jodi Kelly, Jared Trullinger, and Cindy 
Zimmerman serve as cube leaders.

The Christian Education Committee continued to administer the 
Christian Education programs over the past year.  Committee 
members for 2003 were Terri Larson, Tonya Gingrich, Gina Kiwala, 
Brenda Miller, Anne Gentil-Archer, Jan Koellner, Pastors Jared 
Trullinger, and Al Zimmerman. New members for 2004 are Becky 
Kober, Carolyn Probst, and B. J. Newcomb (Youth Rep.).
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The Christian Education committee worked, in conjunction with 
Associate Minister Jared Trullinger, to order Sunday school supplies, 
recruit Sunday school teachers for each session, host Sunday school 
fun days, and help with the Christmas program and baby Jesus party. 
The yearly program that Christian Education supports includes 
Sunday school, confirmation, Thursday Club, and now Thursday 
Club at Thursday Night Live!

We are still somewhat undecided as to whether we will pursue 
rotational model Sunday  School or seasons of the spiritual 
curriculum for next year's Christian Education. Also, Thursday  club, 
and Confirmation/Baptism classes will begin in February or March. 
Pastor Jared's last Sunday was January 2 and last day January 4.

2004
The Christian Education Committee members for 2004 Terri Larson 
(Treasurer, Term Ending), Tonya Gingerich (Secretary, Resigned 
Term), Gina Kiwala (l-yr. Term Ending), Jodi Kelly  (Board Rep.), 
Brenda Miller (Chair), Anne Gentil-Archer, Jan Koellner, Pastor 
Jared Trullinger, and Pastor Al Zimmerman. New members for 2005 
are Becky Kober, Carolyn Probst, Norma Minor (1-yr.term), and B. 
J. Newcomb (Youth Rep.).

Also, TNL!, Thursday Club, and Confirmation/Baptism classes will 
begin in February or March. Pastor Jared's last Sunday was January 
2, and.his last day January 4. We continue to seek volunteers for 
TNL!, next summer's VBS, and a 4th-6th grade Sunday School 
teacher.  

Brenda Miller, Christian Education Committee

2005
This has been an exciting time beginning my service as CE Director 
at First Church United. After a several-week getting acquainted/grace 
period, things started to settle in as a routine. l am still exploring my 
nooks and crannies of the church to discover what is where. Many of 
my job duties were already done and I offer thanks to the CE chair, 
Brenda Miller.
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Sunday School kicked off and the immediate decision was on 
whether to teach a junior high class or the adult class. It is my hope 
this is a temporary solution and that there will be another teacher 
called for next year. It  is a joy to be here and I pray I will serve the 
Lord and the FCU youth well.

I attended monthly  CE committee meetings, contemporary worship 
team meetings, ministerial association meetings, CYG cube 
leadership training meetings; contributed CE-news article for the 
FCU newsletter.  In November, we worked with Peggy  Fitzgerald 
creating puppets to help with our Christmas youth program.

The confirmation class met from March through May and Kelly 
Larson was confirmed on the Day  of Pentecost, Sunday, May 15 . 
Other class members included eighth grader Ben Probst and Kyle 
Jacobs and seventh graders, Lucas Archer and Zach Newcomb. The 
class discussed their personal faith stories, spiritual knowledge, and 
their understanding of God, Jesus Christ and the church. Due to class 
size, Pastor Al Zimmerman taught ail three grades as one class.

CYG continues-as an increasingly  important part of community life 
in the West Liberty area. Highlights during January  to April included 
our annual Super Bowl party, a trip to the Quad Cities to see the 
musical Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, and 
participation in the yearly  CROP Walk, which included a poverty 
simulation exercise.

The destination for CYG's fourth annual mission trip  was Denver, 
Colorado, where we worked with Project Cure (collecting-and 
shipping medical supplies for third world countries), World Vision 
(helping to arrange packing and shipping of all sorts of supplies to 
those in need around the world) and Denver Urban Industries 
(working with the homeless and at a soup kitchen). Our day of 
recreation was spent whitewater rafting on the Arkansas River and 
taking the cog railway to the top of Pikes Peak. The fifth year of 
CYG began with a Kick-Off event on September 18. This year's 
lessons are a study  of the beatitudes. I offer a thank you to Jim and 
Jan McCrabb, for serving as FCU representatives to the Board during 
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a portion of last year and to Leon and Mary  Larson for succeeding 
them. Leon and Mary  have also taken on the task of coordinating our 
meals.

Linda Foor, Christian Education Director

2007
God has truly gifted me with the opportunity to work and serve at 
First Church United. More treasured than doing the things in my 
official job description are the moments when one-on-one 
opportunities have come about. The church has blessed me with 
shared times of prayer, pain, joy, frustration, anger, celebration, 
growth, laughter, and aha moments with all ages. This fulfills the 
first part of FCU's mission statement.

The church has much competition in the world today. It  is my  feeling 
that no matter how spectacularly  we are tempted and stimulated by 
those things that feed our greed and lusts, if it does not come from 
God, there will be an emptiness left  within us. It is God’s will that 
only He will satisfy our every desire, to be open to receiving of God's 
stunning grace,and peace and. to the empowerment of sharing it 
boldly. This will fulfill the second part of our mission statement.

Weekly activities are office hours, leading adult Sunday School class, 
co-leading and planning worship, numerous activities, co-leading 
TNL! Bible study, CYG meals, confirmation class and outings, 
including retreats, that have captured my time.

Monthly meetings included Christian Education Committee, Worship 
team, Board, and Ministerial Association, Occasional meetings 
included: Presbytery, Disciple cluster, and Stewardship committee.

Annual events coordinated: Mardi Gras Party, Seder Meal, Vacation 
Bible School, Alternative Christmas, Shopping display, Children's 
Christmas Program. Denominational activities: Volunteer for 
Presbytery of East Iowa Presbyterian Women, displaying Greater 
Gift products at  Spring Workshops, and at the Fall Gathering led two 
workshops for Camp Wyoming CE Workshop. 

Marian Hart, Christian Education Director
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The Christian Education committee met monthly  in 2007 to share 
ideas to continue to lead our youth in learning from the Bible.  From 
January to May, the Sunday School classes met in a rotating model 
setting.  All of the students were combined together and traveled to 
different "centers" to learn about God though arts and crafts, mission, 
Bible lessons, and even cooking.

The Confirmation classes were taught by Pastor Al and Marian Hart. 
The confirmation kids went on various ‘mini field trips’ from visiting 
a synagogue to working at a local soup kitchen.  They also did a 
great job at planning and leading a worship  service.  The spring 
ended and it was time for VBS, with the theme being "Around the 
World in 5 Days.” The kids learned about different cultures and 
celebrating God's work in the world.

September started with Sunday School going back to the traditional 
classrooms and making the activities appropriate for each grade 
level.. The 6th-8th graders would be starting a puppet ministry. 
Brenda Miller is continuing to get the puppet ministry started and is 
planning on the first  performance, sometime in February. We are 
hoping that the puppet ministry will share the love of God with 
everyone through real life stories, music, and even some humor.

Marian Hart planned the kids Christmas program called "Get Out of 
Your Boxes!” With the help of Jodi Kelly, Norma Minor, Barb Irwin, 
Brenda Miller and Jeanine Williams, it was probably one of the best 
Christmas programs ever. The kids worked really hard and had a 
great message to share.

The Christian Education committee welcomes two new members for 
this year, Deb Kober and Barb Irwin. We are always excited to share 
the love of God with our youth and welcome anyone to join with us. 

Brenda Miller, Christian Education Committee
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2008
The year began with a fantastic visit to Fortaleza, Brazil as part of a 
partnership team for the East Iowa Presbytery. We visited 15 
churches and three schools, attended a Ceara Presbytery meeting, 
spent a day at the beach, an afternoon shopping at  the open market, 
Sunday morning worship, impromptu singing and worship daily, 
exciting traffic adventures, met a couple hundred new friends with a 
passion for El Senor (God), and returned home to share pictures and 
stories with anyone who would listen.

The Lenten season began early in February with TNL offering a soup 
and study time. Sadly, our Mardi Gras party  had to be canceled 
because of bad weather. I attended a WATCH weekend sponsored by 
the Disciples of Christ in the Upper Midwest. It was a time spent in 
both large and small groups in contemplative spiritual renewal.

On Maundy Thursday, all were invited to celebrate a Seder Meal. 
Confirmation class hosted Easter brunch, planned, and led the early 
Easter worship service.  As part of the Presbyterian Women East 
Iowa Presbytery Planning Committee, I attended meetings, as well as 
volunteered as the Greater Gift display  and sales representative. In 
May, we ended TNL! With a family banquet and program by the 
kids, a one-of-a-kind style show. 

Sunday School continues to challenge us with sparse, though 
enthusiastic, attendance. TNL! Kids is growing by leaps and bounds 
and can hardly  be contained, hallelujah! Opportunity for growth for 
all ages is still a priority, with people having new ideas all the time. 
We will soon kick off a Women's Bible study and begin new Sunday 
School curriculum.

Marian Hart, Christian Education Director

The Christian Education committee meets monthly to plan activities 
for the youth. These activities include the TNL for kids 
programming, Sunday School curriculum, annual Christmas 
program, Confirmation and VBS. We are always striving to find 
activities and curriculums that are not only fun, but are spiritually 
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and biblically based.  Our summer Vacation Bible School had a 
rainforest theme. You probably remember the awesome decorations 
we had in the church; the beautiful trees, colorful parrots and fuzzy 
monkeys hanging out in the hallway and in the church sanctuary. The 
kids enjoyed memorizing their verses each day and outwardly 
sharing their enthusiasm for the joy of the Lord!

This year's TNL kids have seen a big increase in attendance with 
almost 25 kids coming each week. The kids have enjoyed a meal 
together, prayer time, Bible lesson and crafts.

Many of the kids also stay  for choir. Our Sunday School attendance 
has also been growing and we have enjoyed the energy they bring to 
class each Sunday.

Many of our youth take part in our worship services also; 
volunteering to sing songs, be in a skit or read a scripture. Our youth 
are the future committee members, future deacons, future choir 
members and leaders of our church. We, as a Christian Education 
Committee feel blessed to be able to work with the youth of our 
church and look forward to watching them grow in their spiritual 
journeys.

Norma Minor, Jeanine Williams, Brenda Miller and Marian Hart

2009
The Christian Education committee meets monthly to plan activities 
for the youth. These activities include the WOW for kids 
programming, Sunday School curriculum, annual Christmas 
program, Confirmation and VBS. We are always striving to find 
activities and curriculums that are not only fun, but are spiritually 
and Biblically based.

Our summer Vacation Bible School was held in August  and the 
theme was "Discovery Canyon". You probably remember the canyon 
mural painting in the hallway. The kids enjoyed memorizing their 
verses each day and outwardly sharing their enthusiasm for the joy of 
the Lord!
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We continue to hold Kids WOW (Worship  on Wednesday) each 
week. The kids have fun playing games, taking part in a Bible lesson 
and making crafts.

Norma Minor, Jeanine Williams, Brenda Miller, Jeni Laughlin and 
Marian Hart

2010
The Christian Education committee meets monthly to plan activities 
for the youth. These activities include choosing Sunday School 
curriculum, programming for WOW kids, annual Christmas 
program, Confirmation class and Vacation Bible School.

Approximately  twenty kids gathered in fellowship  hall which was 
transformed into "Circle G Ranch" for VBS in August. The kids 
studied Bible verses, played games, and sang songs. The kids dressed 
in their cowboy hats and bandanas and focused on how God is the 
center of our lives.

Norma Minor led the Wednesday night  kids WOW activities. The 
focus was on mission and service projects. We have a very young 
group of children attending but they have proven the fact that you are

never too young to help others. The kids made tie blankets and took 
them to the Ronald McDonald house. They were given a tour of the 
facilities and learned about the needs of the families staying there. In 
Sunday School, the kids gathered food pantry items and toiletries for 
the Ronald McDonald house.

The WOW kids prepared homemade puppy treats and took them to 
the West Liberty Veterinary  Clinic. The kids were excited to see the 
vet clinic and were proud of their puppy treats. Wednesday  nights 
were very  busy for the kids and they also made T-shirt bags for the 
women at the Muscatine Women's Shelter.

Norma Minor, Jeni Laughlin, Amy Lehman, Lisa Murphy, Brenda 
Miller and Marian Hart

146



2011
The Christian Education committee is dedicated to providing the 
youth of our church, with many opportunities and activities that help 
them learn more about the Bible, and help them in their faith as they 
grow up in our church family.

During the first week of August, we held Vacation Bible School 
where we had twenty  children in attendance. Our lessons included 
David and Goliath and Samson. The children enjoyed a light meal 
together provided by members of our congregation, a lesson and 
story, music, crafts and games.

In September, we began our fall session of Sunday School. This year 
we decided to try having Sunday  School during worship. The 
children stay in church through the children's sermon and then leave 
for Sunday School time. Norma Minor, Lisa Murphy, Jeni Laughlin 
and Amy Lehman rotate each week teaching class.

The Sunday School children have learned a great deal about helping 
others as they traveled to the Ronald McDonald House in Iowa City 
to donate items for the children and families there. They have also 
donated items for our local food pantry and the women's shelter in 
Muscatine. In November, and December, the children and teachers 
begin preparing for the annual Christmas Program. The program was 
held on Sunday, Dec. 11 during worship  time. The children presented 
the Christmas story along with congregation members.

The committee decided to try  a different approach to the weekly 
WOW kids program. The kids met for Wow on the last Wednesday 
of every month. Each month brought a different theme like fall 
pumpkin decorating and Thanksgiving meal together.

Members of the committee are: Norma Minor, Lisa Murphy, Jeni 
Laughlin, Amy Lehman, Brenda Miller and Board Rep. Jodi Kelly.

Brenda Miller, Christian Education Committee
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2013
Bible School was held at the end of July. The theme this year was 
Avalanche Ranch that took the kids on a wild ride through God's 
word. We had approximately 23 kids that attended the week long 
program. This fall we used the curriculum called “Heaven is for 
Real” that is based on a true story  of a four year old son of a small 
town Nebraska pastor who experienced heaven during emergency 
surgery. On Wednesdays that we have had Kids WOW, they have 
carved pumpkins, had lessons on things in regards to heaven such as 
what it  looks like, what do you do there, who is there, and we have 
also played games and practiced the Christmas program. This 
Christmas program this year was based on the birth of baby Jesus. 
The children dressed in costumes for the nativity  scene and sang 
songs.

Lisa Murphy, Christian Education Committee

2014
Vacation Bible school was held five evenings in early  August with 18 
attending and the theme of “Jesus of Galilee.” Boats, anchors and 
fishing themed decorations adorned the church. Leaders were Pastor 
Marian, lessons; Lisa Murphy, crafts; Lori Brooke, music; Jan 
Koellner, advanced planning. Volunteers cooked a light meal each 
evening. Hannah Miller was a teacher assistant.

In September, Jason Thrasher was hired as youth leader. He will plan 
and lead Sunday School and kids WOW one evening a month. We 
are blessed to have his leadership and commitment.

Jan Koellner, Christian Education Committee

2015
It has been a great year in the Christian Education Department, I 
must say! Here are just a few of the highlights:

Our summertime Vacation Bible School was well-attended this past 
year. The theme was “Walking with God'' It involved many engaging 
outdoor activities that brought children closer to God’s great earth. 
We were 'fishers of men', 'laid down in green pastures', were led 
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‘beside still waters,’ and more.  Special thanks to Amie Hart who 
made food for us, and to Keith and Margaret  Barnhart, who opened 
their pond-filled acreage! Our young Christians also had an active 
role in caring for the church garden this past growing season. We had 
a series of sessions that centered around stewardship.

Caring for the earth, growing food for those in need, and knowing 
our part  in God’s cycle of seasons were all wonderful lessons.  We 
installed a gaga-ball pit in the church yard that has become a favorite 
activity of the kids when the weather is warm enough to play outside. 
We have secured a game, as well, which will be built this next 
spring. Jason was inspired by  a class he took at Synod School to 
begin teaching the kids via the 'Godly Play' method. It basically 
involves acting out the stories in the bible, rather than just reading 
them, and then allowing the kids to express themselves creatively via 
a variety  of active methods. Somehow, the kids who are engaged, 
follow the stories more, and have better retention afterward. It really 
works!

Starting in the fall, we increased our Wednesday  evening program 
(WOW- Worship on Wednesday) from a monthly  to a weekly 
frequency. There have been a nice variety  of themes and activities, 
ranging from fitness and yoga, to music, board games, crafts, 
fellowship, cookie decorating, and caroling. Attendance seems to 
have increased, and I know many of the children look forward to it 
each week! The Christmas play was enthusiastically received by  the 
children this year. I believe, through the repeated telling of the 
message in our multiple practices that our young Christians have 
come to more fully understand that Jesus is our Savior. Thanks very 
much to Jan Koellner, Shawna Laughlin, Lisa Murphy, and all others 
who helped to make it such a success! And, looking forward, we 
have had a good and productive planning session before Christmas 
with the Christian Education Committee. We have begun to plan the 
spring 2016. 

Our hope is to incorporate many key bible lessons to augment the 
lectionary-based Godly Play  series we have been following. 
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Additionally, there are grand plans to have the children design, plan, 
compose and then lead an entire Sunday Worship Service by 
themselves! The thought is that they will have a greater 
understanding of the material if they  study it in depth enough to be 
able to teach it to others. Should be a wonderful time!

Thanks again for your support. It is an ongoing blessing to be part of 
such a fine community of fellow believers, sincerely.

Jason Thrasher, Christian Education Director

Christian Education Directors 1974-2016

1983-84 Chard deNiord

1988  Barbara Hickok

1989-91 Carol Lamp

1993-94 Mark Davis

1995-96 Jeff Ireland

1997-98 Kerry Gerhard

2000-04 Linda Foor

2005-07 Marian Hart

2014-16 Jason Thrasher
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Christian Education Teachers 1974 TO 2016

Kindergarten: Zula Bailey, Ellen Hahn, Mary Olsen, Linda Minor, 
Cindy Johnston,Cindy Shield, Missy Johnson, Holly  VeDepo, Linda 
Hamann, Janelle McCrabb, Jan Koellner, Dinette Myers, Becky 
Kober, Mary Larson, Kayleen Turner, Barb Irwin, Janette McMahon, 
and Diane Scott.

Preschool: Marilyn Ruegsegger, Orma Heick, Cindy Johnston, 
Audrey Poock, Jan Rohner, Terri Larson, Deb (Noble) Snook, Helen 
Schabilion, Cindy Mills, Mary Larson, Julie Morrison, Lisa 
Newcomb, and Lori Brooke

First: Ruby Arnold, Susie Kobes, Margaret Barnhart, Anne Howe, 
Cheryl Beaver, Linda Rankin, Dinette Myers, Jan Rohner, Helen 
Schabilion, Cindy Mills, Jodi Kelly, Debbie Farmer, Audrey Poock, 
Lori Brooke, Ellen Wertzbaugher, JoAnne Akers, Diana Brown, Lisa 
Bastian, Marsha Jacobs

Second: Ruby Arnold, Susie Kobes, Anne Howe, Cheryl Beaver, 
Audrey Poock, Margaret Barnhart, Linda Rankin, Dinette Myers, Jan 
Rohner, Cindy Mills, Missy Johnson, Debbie Farmer, Lori Brooke, 
Ellen Wertzbaugher, JoAnne Akers, Lisa Bastian, Mary Schneider, 
Holly VeDepo, Jan Koellner, and Marsha Jacobs

Third: Joyce Morrison, Margaret Barnhart, Cindy Johnston, Cindy 
Mills, Missy  Johnson, Mary Schneider, Jack Mclntosh, Holly  Ve 
Depo, Rhonda Christy, Carol Miller, Terri Doehrmann, Lisa Hines, 
Chris Kruse, Ann McCrabb, Jan Koellner, and Marsha Jacobs

Fourth: Joyce Morrison, Betty  Akers, Mary Schneider, Jack 
Mclntosh, Lisa Bastian, Jeanine Martin, Linda Hamann, Marcia 
Morrison, Wayne Noring, Audrey  Noring, Karen Nortman, Lisa 
Hines, Ann McCrabb, JoEllen Powers, and Sara Akers

Fifth: Betty  Akers, Rhonda Christy, Lisa Bastian, Linda Hamann, 
Marcia Morrison, Wayne Noring, Karen Nortman, JoEllen Powers, 
and Sara Akers
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Sixth: Betty Akers, Rhonda Christy, JoEllen Powers, and Sara Akers;

Seventh and Eighth: Janet Koellner, Ken Ruegsegger, Dean Phelps, 
Wally Mays, Keith Barnhart, Rich Hambright, Wayne Noring, Karen 
Nortman, Mark Davis, Bob Larson, Rev. Al Zimmerman, Heidi 
Morison, Margaret Barnhart, Bob Larson and Dean Phelps

Jr. Hi: Scott Yerington, Ken Ruegsegger, Heidi Morison, Margaret 
Barnhart and Jeff Ireland

Ninth–Twelfth: Janet Koellner, Ned Barry, Keith Barnhart, Corinne 
James, Ken Ruegsegger, Chard deNiord, Rev. Zimmerman, Heidi 
Morrison, Margaret Barnhart, Liz Farmer, Rich Hambright, Mary 
Jean Stanton, and Mark Bastian

Adults: Bill Koellner, Ken Ruegsegger, Hope Pierce, Lucile 
Davisson, Liz Farmer, Chard deNiord, Robert Robinson, Roberta 
Culp-Murray, Carol Lamp, Lois Schermerhorn, Marjorie Janes and 
Sandy Henderson

Substitutes: Jo Noble, Kerry Gerhard and Linda-Foor

Secretary: Ferne Sullivan

Music Teacher: Susan Lehman 

Pianist: Marianne Phelps
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Endowment Fund
In 1989 at  a Convent Singers concert at the United Church of Christ 
in Tipton, Tom Brooke picked up  an endowment fund brochure 
which was in effect at that church. At the time there were very few 
churches who embraced endowment fund plans for present and 
future developments of their church.

After much discussion the first Church United Church Board 
approved a committee of Pastor Ralph Farmer, Bill Koellner and 
Tom Brooke to draft a Endowment Fund to present to the 
congregation for review. The committee met several times and on 
January 9, 1990, submitted a report for legal Analysis to Attorney 
Robert Barclay, in part  he said it  is a well conceived and well drafted 
document, and the committee is certainly to be commended. This 
will certainly  continue to make your Church a leader in our 
community  in your outreach, both within the community and outside 
the community.

An Endowment Fund of First Church United was established by 
Congregational vote on May 6, 1990. The primary purpose of this 
fund was to enhance the mission outreach of First Church United. 
The Fund will be apart from the existing Memorial Fund and any 
future Special Projects funds. Christians can give to the work of the 
Church through bequests in wills, charitable reminder and other 
trusts, charitable annuities,, assignment of life insurance and transfer 
of property. All principle amounts will be retained and only the 
income expended unless by 2/3 congregational approval.

An Endowment Fund committee was elected by congregation vote. 
The members were Corrine James, Dr. Leonard Larsen, Wayne 
Noring, Filmore Melick and Tom Brooke. The organizational 
meeting was held on October 1, 1990. A copy  of the organizational 
letter is attached. Officers elected were Tom Brooke, Chairman, 
Corrine James, recording secretary and Wayne Noring, Fund 
Treasurer. The resources of the Endowment Fund were $11,351.09 
on December 31,1990 held in a money market fund at the West 
Liberty State Bank 
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After obtaining information concerning the investment vehicles 
offered by the Christian Church Foundations and the Presbyterian 
Church Foundation, the committee met on January 14, 1991 and 
approved A $11,000 for investment in the Common Investment Fund 
of the Christian Church and the Balanced Income Fund of the 
Presbyterian Church, 50% to each fund. The income from these 
investments will be received quarterly  and distributed in accordance 
with the Endowment Fund resolution and approval of the Official 
Board. 

The committee in 1991 was to continue to development a brochure 
and disseminate information concerning the fund.

At the time of its inception in 1990, the endowment fund concept 
was not widely used among the churches in our area. However, since 
them our resolutions have been used as a model for many churches 
as they have attempted to establish such a fund. Our goal was to give 
our members an opportunity to demonstrate the Christian faith and 
their faith in the future of our church by providing resources to insure 
that First Church United would continue to spread the gospel for 
many years to come.

Not only has the Endowment Fund grown over the last 26 years, but 
the church has also received other major gifts over the same period 
of time. Our Church can be proud of its membership. 

A copy of the original Endowment Fund is in the church office.

Over the past 26 years the Endowment Fund has benefited many 
organizations and people in our Church and Community Here are a 
few:

The Welcome Table
CYF Mission Trip
Muscatine County Domestic Abuse Shelter
Mission Starfish - Haiti
Christian Conference Center - Newton
Bridges to Prosperity
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Children’s Foundation Manzianillo Mexico
West Liberty Fire Department Building Expansion
Camp Wyoming
Back Pack Program
West Liberty Ministerial Association
Spanish Lessons
Kids Against Hunger
Community Health Initiative
Chamber of Commerce - West Liberty, Kentucky
Early Learning Center
Week of Compassion - Hurricane Sandy
Campus Ministry
Organ Lessons
School Expenses Church Family
Local Crises
Dream Catchers
Camp Scholarships
Mission Exchange in Brazil
Camp Courageous of Iowa
Tsunami Relief
Liberty Crusaders 
Flint, Michigan Water Relief
Medical Mission to Haiti
Synod School
Trip to India - Matt Kelly
West Liberty Parenting Class
Take Away Hunger - FFA Kids

These organizations and any other people have benefited each 
year from the interest earned on the investments of First 
Church United Endowment Fund.
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The FCU Fair Stand
We started out more or less informally  around 1939 in a tent south of 
where the Floral Hall is now. Egg salad sandwiches were the main 
seller at that time.

In 1947 the tent was moved to the south end of the grandstand. Back 
in those days horse racing and harness racing were the main 
attractions at the fair. We began the tradition of bringing in a 
watering trough filled with ice and pop and became the first and only 
place at the fair to buy a cold drink at that time.

In 1965 the Fair Stand was moved to a Semi-permanent structure (it 
still had a canvas roof) on the north end of the grand stand. That fall 
the stand was destroyed as a result of an out of control grass fire. 

In the spring of 1966 the stand was rebuilt as a permanent building in 
the same location at the north end of the grand stand. In addition to 
serving the patrons of the fair, we began taking orders and delivering 
egg salad sandwiches and cold drinks to the work crews who were 
building Interstate 80.

Due to the increasing popularity of stock car racing in 1969 the Fair 
Board asked us to move our stand to make room for more bleachers.   
We jacked up the building and moved to our present location. After 
the building was moved the dining area was added.

The fair stand, for the most part, remained unchanged until around 
2007 when the “hamburger-pit” was removed and the kitchen was 
remodeled. The wiring was updated, and we began doing the 
majority of our cooking in the church kitchen.

During the spring of 2009 the roof of the stand was raised 18”. Up 
until then anyone over 5' 6” moving around the in the stand would 
bang their head on the rafters. Some of the benefits of raising the 
roof included better airflow and cooling as well as fewer trips to the 
chiropractor for our volunteers 

2017 brought about major changes to our fair-stand. The interior was 
gutted to facilitate the installation of a concrete floor. The kitchen 
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was totally  redone and air conditioned. The dining area was 
expanded and furnished with tables and booths. The serving line was 
moved outside, and the roof line was extended to cover the serving 
line.

We have truly been blessed to have a long history with the Muscatine 
County Fair. Throughout our history the profits from our fair stand 
have been used to support our mission projects. Our fair-stand has 
been a gathering place for several decades full of memories for both 
young and old.
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Exercise Class
The idea of an exercise class was a dream of three ladies who attend 
First Church United. Mary Pat Brooke, Jo Webb and Liz Farmer  had 
often talked about starting a fitness class. After the new church was 
completed they were discussing what a wonderful place to have an 
exercise class. The ladies submitted a request to the official church 
board asking for permission to use the great  hall 3 days a week for 
an ecumenical exercise class. The church board was happy to grant 
permission for the fitness class to meet in the church providing there 
was not a complication with church activities. That was the 
beginning of a well attended Fitness class which is now directed by 
Mary Pat Brooke. Currently  the group meets 3 days a week for one 
hour and is attended by many. They use exercise tapes, music, 
strength bands, weights and etc. for the class. If you walk into the 
church you hear music and laughter. The class does spend some time 
socializing and have become good friends. Thanks from the 
participants for continuing to offer this fitness class.  
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Personal Recollections

I remember when the church was being built and I was around 7 yrs 
old.  I remember helping Steve Farmer use sandpaper to make the 
giant cross hanging in the sanctuary smooth and ready  for staining. I 
remember running through the halls with the McIntosh brothers 
creating mischief, Thursday night  youth groups, doing cocoa and 
carols riding in the back of Phelps's cattle trailer (and I always 
burned my tongue on the cocoa every year), doing the live Nativity 
scene in 6 degree weather, Pastor Farmer's chidren's sermon with 
Blinky, and being baptized and giving my heart to Jesus.

Todd Koellner

Memories of the church stand:  Growing up I remember being 
excited for the fair to eat the famous homemade fries. At first I was 
not old enough to work in the stand so I spent many of hours 
scrubbing potatoes in back with with Kenny Ruegsegger and Ronnie 
Brown. I soon graduated from potato scrubbing to selling pop. I had 
a hard time deciding whether to eat a piece of home made pie the 
church women made or the homemade french fries. It was always so 
hot that week and there were nothing but a few fans to keep us cool. I 
will now pass down the tradition,as my  daughter works at the stand. 
Somehow she got to skip the potato scrubbing and went straight to 
selling pop. 

Two other memories I have are the live manger scene we did every 
year. It was fun even though it was cold. We also did hayride 
caroling to people in the church and the nursing homes. 

Jill Koellner Perkins

Jan and I came in September 1965 to West Liberty. On our first  day 
in town, Harold and Evelyn Wilkerson called on to come to the 
Christian Church. I have fond memories of being on the first building 
committee of the new fair stand, just north of the amphitheater, and 
then again in 1976 to its present location. Many great  times by 
church members were experienced. In 196, I was the high school 
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Sunday School teacher and leader of the youth group when we joined 
the Presbyterian Church with a combined high school youth group. 
Later, I served on committees to study joining into one church, called 
First Church United, and then on the fundraising committee for all of 
the church building projects. There was a period when our Sunday 
School grew so fast that we added a second wing of classrooms. 
There was no space for my 15 adults class, so we used the food 
pantry. Some of the great memories included Jan and Todd going 
after groceries for the Fair Stand; tent services on the lawn, crowds 
of about 500 people for pork and corn; personally being asked to sit 
with good friends as they passed from this life to the next. I want to 
say that God has been good to our family  and he church in West 
Liberty. As I write this note, we have been here 52 years, raised two 
children who have done well, and made many great, Christian 
friends. Blessings to all of the members for 40 more years.

Bill Koellner

Several years ago my husband passed and prior his death he got word 
to Pastor Marion he would like to plan his funeral. After many 
conversations and many prayers, I'm sure his prayer was answered. I 
did not  know which way  to turn, but some of the First Church family 
encouraged me to come and join them. What a family it is. When you 
are down and out, you are never alone in this church.

Pat Brooke

I have fond memories of the Christian church as a child. My first 
recollections were of Mom and Dad dropping us off and walking into 
the side door on the west side for Sunday school. Getting four of us 
ready  at the time was a feat in itself.  Once I entered the door though 
I was in a good place. Hal Wienard senior gave me my first Bible 
thatI still have with beautiful pictures. Zulu Bailey was my Sunday 
school teacher. My memories of church itself was the rose my little 
sister got when she was dedicated and Betty  Akers in all her beauty.  
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I married a Lutheran and joined that church. Later we divorced and 
my current husband, Vince Ottaway, wanted a church we had not 
attended together. That church was First Church United. We have 
been going there ever since. I am 65 so that is a long relationship.

Letha Ottaway

Youth Group and Youth Choir. Going to see Cocoa and Carols at 
Hancher!

Sharla Passmore Moore

Early January of 1974, I asked Dinette Brooks to marry me. I 
admired how her family went to church as a family  and enjoyed the 
fellowship  of all. It was my goal to worship together as a family, so 
we were married in the Presbyterian Church. With my Catholic 
background the wedding officials were both Presbyterian and 
Catholic. I officially joined FCU shortly after our union. My favorite 
memories of FCU are mostly related to choir as we have been 
involved for almost 43 years and continue to participate with our 
church friends.

Joe Myers

Ken and I decided to settle in West Liberty in 1965 partly  because 
there was a Christian Church here, soon discovering  that Rev. Elmer 
Baker was the same minister who had baptized me at age 13 as a 
student pastor at Melbourne Iowa. We were so fortunate to raise 
Kevin, Craig, and Steve in this caring congregation through the time 
of merger with the Presbyterian Church. Some of my fondest 
memories are from working as FCU Secretary for 17 years. It was a 
dream job to be able to work with and for so many  wonderful people.   
I began with a manual typewriter, acquired an electric one, then 
graduated to a computer, struggling, along with Pastor Farmer, to 
learn it. Teaching the pre-K Sunday School class also provided many 
fond memories of watching these little ones grow. 

Marilyn Ruegsegger
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First Church United will always hold a special place in my heart with 
many memories and special events:

FCU was our church family  for approx. 26 yrs.; I was Church 
secretary for many years for Pastor Farmer; Aerobics with Liz 
Farmer. Our family was janitor for a while. Kids baptisms/ Family 
weddings; Youth group leader; Kid’s involvement in youth group; 
Youth group brunches; Served on session and several committees; 
Crop walks; Sweet corn feeds.

Best wishes to First Church United for the next 40 yrs. and beyond.

Ann (McCrabb) Greiner

Going to Sunday School in one church and then running over to the 
other before the service. Thursday night choir with Jodi Kelly and 
the crew. Youth group with the same, generally complaining most of 
the time. Ralph and Georgia...

Pat Nortman

We moved to West Liberty in 1977 and I began taking piano lessons 
from Georgia Kiwala. I was in the 7th grade. At that time, my family 
did not attend church on a regular basis. A year or two later, Georgia 
needed a pianist for the youth choir at First Church United and 
"asked" if I would do it. She was VERY persuasive.  I began coming 
to First Church United ever since. Thanks, Georgia! 

Shortly after Blaine and I were married in June of 1984, I received a 
phone call from two leaders of First Church United asking if they 
could come over and visit. I remember being very nervous as I 
admired and respected these two woman. Marianne Phelps and Jan 
Koellner came over and talked with us about becoming youth 
leaders. We agreed on the spot and have been involved with the 
youth of the church ever since. We worked with junior high, then 
senior high and now CYG.

Pastor Farmer was very influential in my life. He confirmed me, 
married me and baptized my children. In September of 1993, my 
sister Pam Westra Hillyer was diagnosed with brain cancer and died 
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in March of 1995. Pam and Maria Farmer were close friends.  
Obviously, I had a difficult time handling her illness and then death 
-- but so did Pastor Farmer. That actually helped me cope. I knew I 
wasn't alone in questioning her death.

I have so many awesome memories of the mission trips that  we took 
with the youth of First Church United. Thinking back on it, we 
weren't too much older than the high school kids we were 
chaperoning. We were only in our 20's. These "kids" have become 
life long friends and have been an important part  of our own faith 
journey.

My kids still talk about working at the fair stand when they were 
young. Both our kids started "working" with us when they were only 
2 or 3 years old. Jessi loved working the drink window (that was 
back when we had fountain pop) and Matt could be found "helping" 
peel potatoes.

First Church United was instrumental in starting the WL Community 
Youth Group (CYG)back in 2000. I remember Pastor Al Zimmerman 
asking if I would be interested in helping. I jumped on the 
opportunity and have been active in the group since that time. Since 
the weekly gatherings are held at FCU, we have become the only 
church that many  of these young people have been associated with. 
This has become an important ministry to the youth of West Liberty.

Jodi Kelly

My husband Bill and I came to West Liberty in 1965 as newlyweds 
and attended the Christian church. We were here for all the 
excitement and challenges of the church merger which became First 
Church United.

Crusaders couples group planned regular bingo events with a 
disabled group in community. There were family roller skating 
parties and Christmas caroling on a hayrack. One summer an 
adventurous vacation bible school was held at a county park. Pastor 
Ralph Farmer was leading his Flock, not with an emphasis on a new 
building of brick and mortar, but a congregation headed to new 
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spiritual growth with our eyes on mission and helping others. I 
remember fellowship and friends and growing together in Christ and 
learning how to follow Him.

Jan Koellner

We joined a couple years ago because our last place of worship could 
not meet our needs. My family was getting bigger with little ones 
being born and having a place to worship God was important to me.  
1st church has met our needs and more. The commitment tothe youth 
is outstanding. The faith and commitment to God is refreshing and 
the fellowship is warm and inviting. What more could you want?

Susan Steen Deahr

I regret that I didn’t get the opportunity  to attend First Church United 
on a regular bases as I graduated from high school in 1975.But when 
I did come home for week-ends and holidays, church was always a 
priority.

When I got  engaged, I knew there was no other place but First 
Church United for the wedding. The church was put to very good use 
that week-end as on Friday evening our wedding rehearsal was held 
plus Georgia Kiwala’s piano student’s recital afterwards. Saturday 
brought Mr. Lynn Burnett’s funeral and luncheon in the morning and 
our wedding at 4 with reception following. I believe the ladies of the 
church were probably very tired that night.

As I reflect on First Church United, it  is the people of the church that 
stir the best memories. The congregation has always been and still is 
very warm, welcoming and caring. They were always interested in 
my “happenings” and always took time to visit with me when I 
attended. The church was there for my family  when my dad died in 
1989 and they  surrounded David and I when Mom died in 2012. 
Even though I have been a member at  Newhall Central Presbyterian 
Church for 32 years First Church United will always be my “home” 
church.

Beth Schermerhorn Jensen
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John and I have many  great memories from attending First Church 
United. The Presbyterian Church and Christian church had started 
the merge and were holding services month by month alternating 
churches. Even though the transition was starting, we decided to 
attend and join because the minister, Rev. McCracken, came to our 
home to welcome us into the neighborhood and community. At that 
visit he also asked if he and Betty Akers could come to visit  us 
concerning the activities of the churches and again welcome us to 
town and invite us to your services. They were great. Friendly.

Being a co-director for Vacation Bible school was an unbelievable 
experience. Very educational. I now wonder why I served on the 
committee at such a young age. Later I was privileged to serve on a 
building study committee that was truly an education.  There were so 
many things to consider. Of course your Ministry of Music was a 
strong point to join such a talented group  of individuals. Great 
Memories. Thank you.

Judi Jones

I unfortunately had moved away from West Liberty by  the time first 
Church United was built in 1977. I do remember the times that I 
returned to West Liberty to visit my parents, Bill and Jo Webb, for a 
wedding, a funeral, a graduation party, a reunion, or a special 
occasion in the town and church, or to hear Ralph Farmer preach. I 
remember the heavenly  music ringing out  in the church, played by 
either Lori Brooke, Sue Lehman, or Marianne Phelps. I thank you for 
your service.

Also to see the wonderful, caring people and their growing families 
who made up the church. I could see them in their specific seats in 
the pews, and we knew when you were gone as the seat was empty 
or a visitor was sitting in it. Some of the people have gone on and 
some are still with us today, but I must mention them all. The are the 
Phelps, Betty Jean Probst, Shirley Sterner, Bjorks, Norings, Susie 
Lehman, Myers, Ridenours, Schermerhorns, Hope Pierce, Fern 
Sullivan, Wilkersons, Louise McCoy, Nortmans, Petzels, Larsons, 
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Johnsons, Brooks, Barnharts, Tom and Mary Pat Brooke, Melicks, 
Darren and Lori Brooke, Koellners, Mrs. Kiwala and her boys.

I remember being at the fairgrounds where the food stand was at the 
end of the grandstand with my dad, Bill, and Bill Koellner, making 
homemade potatoes, scrubbing them, and putting them in the potato 
cutter. They  made the best French fries I have ever tasted in Iowa, 
and those good Maid Rites, too.

I will never forget when you said “good bye” to my mom, Jo Webb, 
with a video before she moved to Des Moines, and how special you 
made her feel. She always said, “First Church is my home church 
because of the people.” As some of you older people know, Mom 
made the communion wafers for many years for the church.

I have many  more memories, but I have run out of room. I want to 
wish you a HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY! May you have many 
more memories to be cherished at the First Church United and may 
God bless your day!

Patty Webb

Butch was raised Catholic and I was raised Congregationalist. We 
attended the Catholic Church early in our marriage but left over a 
difference of opinion with the church policies. About the same time, 
we moved across the street from Georgia Kiwala and she snagged 
our boys for the junior choir. So of course, we had to attend church to 
hear them sing. This was about the time the merger was taking place 
and we found FCU a place where we both felt  comfortable and 
challenged. Ralph Farmer told me after he retired that our daughter 
Kate was the first baptism he did in this church and son Andy’s 
marriage was the last wedding he did. My favorite memory through 
the years is the Christmas Eve Candlelight service. The beauty of the 
service and seeing all the faces returned for the holidays always 
provides a much-needed moment of peace.

Karen Nortman
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In the summer of 1978 there was a group that practiced at First 
Church United, the Covenant Singers under the direction of Betty 
Farmer and Tom Brooke. My mom, Berneice Caskey, was a member 
of the group that spread the word of Christ through song and artistic 
motion. At the Caskey  household we were always sharing the car and 
this night was no exception.  Mom need me to pick her up after I 
finished at  work at the Kimberly Pool, she said to just come into the 
church and I could listen to them practice. So the journey begins, 
during one of their breaks this nice young man came over, sat  down, 
and struck up  a conversation with me. Later, Betty  would ask for the 
group to get back in their spots to practice and Darren said, “He was 
just fine where he was” by me. Weeks later came the invitation to go 
to the Iowa State Fair to listen to the West Liberty Singers from the 
high school and the Covenant Singers perform. My dad, Claude, was 
not too sure about me going out with Darren and Craig Ruegsegger 
in that, “Rumbling Nova” but since mom would be joining us later 
that day he said okay. Soon after that summer I joined the Covenant 
Singers and this is how Darren and I met. God works in mysterious 
ways.

Lori Brooke
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Appendices:
Church Officials

Speaking Elders
Elders must be members in good standing and have the following 
traits - spirituality, knowledge of the Bible, common sense, moral 
consistency in life and conversation and a depth of sympathy.  The 
character of the Elder is of superlative importance, for Elders set  the 
mood and spiritual tone of the church.  They  shall be elected by  the 
congregation at the annual meeting for a 3 year term.

Church Elders  1979-2018
Betty Akers
Dave Baker
Keith Barnhart
Mary Pat Brooke
Tom Brooke
Norma Brooks
Marv Dalton
Corrine James
Melissa Johnson
Georgia Kiwala
Bill Koellner
Jan Koellner
Leonard Larson
Leon Larson

Mary Larson
Wallace Mays
Lewis Morrison
Ken Noble
Russell Newcomb
Wayne Noring
Verland Olsen
Katherine Paisley
Bob Petsel
Dean Phelps
Hope Pierce
Ken Ruegsegger
Lois Schermerhorn
Harold Wilkerson
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Duties of Deacons
It is the duty of deacons, first of all, to minister to those who are in 
need, to the sick, to the friendless and to any who may be in distress 
both within and beyond the community of faith.  They shall assume 
such other duties as may be delegated to them from time to time by 
the congregation such as leading the people in worship through 
prayers of intercession, reading the Scriptures, presenting the gifts of 
the people and assisting with the Lord’s Supper.

They  may  be organized as a board, of which the pastor, co-pastors, 
associate pastors, and assistant pastors shall be advisory members.  
The secretary shall keep a record of the board’s proceedings.
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First Church United Deacons 1977-2017
Jo Webb
Mary Ashton
Barbara Bothell
Evelyn Wilkerson
Mary Pat Brooke
June Hunter
Shirley Larson
Wayne Noring
Ned Barry
Bertha Buckman
Lola Ditmars
Pat Sterk
Martha Ridenour
Orpha Zajicek
Dona Petsel
Betty Probst
Joyce Morrison
Lucile Davisson
Lolita Mackey
Iola Johnson
Norma Brooks
Ed Schermerhorn
Lois Schermerhorn
Jack McIntosh
June Phelps
Barb Larson

Janet Woody
Lucille Derksen
Carol Miller
Florence McMahon
Mary Olsen
Shirley Sterner
Norma Coglizer
Ferne Sullivan
Beryl Brooks
Dona Petsel
Russ Newcomb
Harold Brooks
Tom Brooke
Margaret Sullivan
Eloise Wright
Zoe Ann Brown
Jo Noble
Lisa Newcomb
Marilyn Irey
Hope Pierce
David Baker
Roberta Baker
Glen Curry
Kathryn Ballou
Ken Ruegsegger
Nell Conklin

Rosemary Scharff
JoEllen Powers
Beryl Brooke
Marjorie James
Howard Bjork
Bill Koellner
Joyce Morrison
Celia Bjork
Marv Dalton
Barb Dalton
Audrey Noring
Bud Barber
Ken Noble
Jewell Skubal
Leonard Larson
Marilyn Ruegsegger
Jan Koellner
Betty Dean Probst
Floyd Bothell
Joyce Hahn
Ron Brown
Gladys Ehlert
Gary Hahn
Evelyn Evans
Betty Burton
Walt Lehman
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FCU Board Members 1979-2017
* Board Chairman

Audrey Allen
Ruby Arnold
Ralph Akers
Ann Gentil Archer
Mark Bastian
*Dave Baker-1998, 2013
*Keith Barnhart-1981
Margaret Barnhart
Kathryn Ballou
Celia Bjork
Howard Bjork
Lori Brooke
Tom Brooke
*Mary Pat Brooke-1994
*Darren Brooke-1985
Dillon Brooke
Beryl Brooke 
*Harold Brooks-1987
*Norma Brooks-1992
Ron Brown
Tom Brown
Zoe Ann Brown
Pat Corriell
*Barb Dalton-1997
*Marv Dalton-2002
Carol Dewar 
*Bob Dewar-2009
Deepak Giri
Gary Hahn
Lisa Hahn
Richard Hambright
*Syd Harned-2005

Lisa Hayes Hines 
Marcia Jacobs
*Chad James-1989, 1995
*Melissa Johnson-2001
Mark Johnson
Roger Johnson
*Blaine Kelly-2008
Jodi Kelly
Georgia Kiwala
Jim Kiwala
Gary Kobes
*Bill Koellner-2014, 2016
*Jan Koellner-1977
Becky Kober
Chris Kruse
Barb Larson
Bob Larson
Leonard Larson
*Leon Larson-1999, 2007
Levi Larson
*Mary Larson-2011-12
Walter Lehman
Susie Lehman
Jeni Laughlin
Wally Mays
Bill McCrabb
Ann McCrabb
Jim McCrabb
Jan McCrabb
Cliff McFerren
Gwen McIntosh
Paul Madsen
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Brenda Miller 
*Rob Miller-2006
Carol Miller
Fred Miller
Cindy Mills
Heidi Morrison
*Lewis Morrison-2000
Mike Morrison
Joel Murphy
Lisa Murphy
Dinette Myers
*Joe Myers-1982, 1993, 

2004, 2015
Curt Newcomb
Russell Newcomb
Jo Noble
Ken Noble
Audrey Noring
*Wayne Noring-1983-84
*Charles Nortman-1996, 

2010
Karen Nortman
Letha Ottaway

*Vince Ottaway-2003
Dona Petsel
*Dean Phelps-1978, 1990
*Marianne Phelps-1986
Bill Powers
Carolyn Probst
Bob Probst
*Tom Probst-2014
Richard Rankin
Emily Reed
Tom Ruble
*Ken Ruegsegger-1991
Marilyn Ruegsegger
*Lois Schermerhorn-1988
Norma Staley
Scott Skubal
Harold Wilkerson
*Tom Woody-1980
Ken Westfall
*Florence Wigim-1979
Jeanine Williams
Cindy Yerington
Scott Yerington
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Church Secretaries

1977-1980 Diane Beranek

1981-1985 Ann McCrabb

1986-2002 Marilyn Ruegsegger

2002-2007 Amy Lynn Morris

2007-2011 Kristy Howes

2011- 2017 Katie Thrasher

173



Church Records

Cradle Roll-New Babies 
Jessica Lin Pierce
Elizabeth Grace Rohner
Troy Allen Myers
Emily Amanda Johnson
Christopher Craig Noring
Susanna Barker Corriell
Nicholas Allen Bjork
Matthew Eugene Wigim
Daniel Lee Johnston
Leslie Jane Schlump
Clara Elizabeth Conklin
Lillian Amanda Larson
Jessica Ray Hall
Joe Gary Lehman
Ann Nicole Beranek
Melissa Leigh Barnhart
Caleb Richard Shield
Amber Dawn Bayers
Grant Elliott Poock
Stephanie Lyn Shield
Jason Paul Johnston
Robert Blair Dotson
Jacob Jeremiah Johnson
Christine Wigim
Josh Gingerich

Sharon Evans
Ashley Bastian
Jessica Brown
Sean Newcomb
Christine Kelly
Jessica Kelly
Ryan Jennings
Brent Phelps
Dustin Frymoyer
Luke Hillyer
Levi Larson
Cale Johnston
Benjamin Joseph Newcomb
Jonathan Richard Hambright
Kelly Jean Larson
Samantha Jo Noble
Alex Michael Webb
Jordan Charles Mills
Hunt Jacob Wilkerson
Dyllon J. McIntosh
Caitlyn Jo Snook
Derek Marshall Kline
Jeromy Allan Edward Conklin
Alexander John Peterson
Blaine Edward Williams
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Jennifer Lynn Wilkerson
Dillon Clare Brooke
Kaitlin Jo Martin
Shane Austin Evans
Nicole Jo Noble
Bridget Jo Noble
Lucas Alphonse Davis
Mark Allen Schroeder
Cailynn Sea Williams
Nathan Devon Williams
Gibson Joseph Akers
Joselyn Lee Snook
Kiana Jo Turner
Shelby Pamela Martin
Tuan Quoc Nortman
Garrett Wesley Kline
Dakota Lee Herrold
Kathryn Elizabeth Morrison
Breonna Kay McMahon
Kohlton Avery Kober
Matthew James Kelly
Emery Ann Yerrington
Ella Mae Hambright
Hannah Michelle Morrison
David Thomas McMahon
Jordon Maria Cadena
Jaydon William Hunter Hedlund
Brooklyn Nicole Harned
Jackson Patrick Gingerich

Macy Marie Akers
Jarred Hedlund
Sydni Marie Dalton
Katlyn Sue Skubal
Jayda Lashay Perkins
Jessica Katherine Koellner
Brittney Ryann Harned
Austin Renae Crees
Montana Reid Herrold
Levi James Quinlan
Janey Genevieve Gingrich
Cassandra Jane Koellner
Jeffrie James Bowie
Drew Michael Matlock
Conner Ronald Skubal
Ty Jordan Brooks
Gabriel Gardinier
Jacob David Williams
McKenzie Ann Akers
Addyson Jo Lehman
Joseph Thomas Akers
Charley Alyssa Pierce
Ryan William Noble
Reid Thomas  Brooke
Sullivan James Brooke
Grace Eliana Ortiz
Cale Lawrence Brooks
Payton Olivia Murphy

No report found for 1977, 1978, 2009-2016
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Children Baptized at FCU 1977-2017
1977

Tiffany Jo Myers
Dominiqe Elise Johnson
Benjamin McLean Magel
Charles Humprey Barry
Jonathan Lehman Barry
Tricia Kay Lehman
Kimberly June Bjork

1978

James Robert Rohner
Laura Ann Larson
Tom Ruble

1979

 Jessica Lyn Pierce
Troy Allen Myers
Susanne Barker Corriell
Nicholas Allen Bjork
Roger Lawrence Holtman
Elizabeth Grace Rohner
Emily Johnson

1980

Matthew Wigim
Leslie Schlump

1981

Lillian Larson 
Joe Gary Lehman
Melissa Schermerhorn 
Lilianna  Probst
Brandi Sue Owen 

1982

Grant Poock
Jacob Johnson

1983

Marcus Richard Wigim
Benjamin Thomas Pohl
Charles Thomas Brooke

1984

Holly E. Wertzbaugher
Jessica Webb
Chad Phelps
Amy Kelly

1985

Joshua Gingerich
Christine Wigim

1986

Sean Curtis Newcomb
Christine Marie Kelly
Jessica Lee Kelly

176



1987

Dustin Anthony Scott Frymoyer

1988

Kristin Kathleen Frymoyer
Leonard Albert Larson

1989

Benjamin Joseph Newcomb
Bethie Kayla Pearla Joy Wagner
Lisa Garner
Theresa Garner

1990

Brad Akers
Kyle Barnhart
Chad Minor
Jonathan Hambright
Alex Michael Webb

1991

Brent Benge
Alicia Hambright
Emilee Jean Hillyer
Michelle Renee Schroeder
Tyrus Charles Nortman
Levi Aaron Larson
Kelly Jean Larson
Derek Kline

1992

Kyle Harned
Marla Phelps

1992 (CON’T)

Chris McMahon
Zachary Allen Newcomb
Alexander John  Peterson
Blaine Edward Williams
Ryan Zackery Garner

1993

Dillon Claire Brooke
Ashley Justine Martin
Jonathan Earl Martin
Kaitlin Jo Martin

1994

Mark Allen Schroeder
Nathaniel  Devon Williams
Gibson Joseph Akers
Cailynn Sea Williams

1995

Kiana Jo Turner

Courtney Ann Pityer

Dakota Lee Herrold

1996

Heather Lynn Sturms
Garrett Wesley Kline
Breonna Kay McMahon
Kohlton Avery Kober
Matthew James Kelly
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1997

David Luca Maki
Shania Lyn Minor
Jarod Payton Cadena

1998

Corey Lambert
Cassie Miller
Abigail F. Akers
Allison Kay Akers
Ella Mae Hambright

1999

Hollie Jacobs
Kyle Jacobs
David Thomas McMahon
Shelby Cruise
Branson Cruise
Jenna Giamba
Jaydon Hedlund
Marsha Jacobs (adults)
Charles Urquhart (adult)
Jonathan Hambright

2000

Zachary Irwin
Alexis Irwin
Brooklyn Harned
Jaida Lee Dalton
Jordan Cadena

2001

Brooke Bowie
Emily Morrison
Katlyn Sue Skubal
Macy Marie Akers

2002

Austyn Crees
Montana Reid Herrold
Jackson Patrick Gingerich
Janey Genevieve Gingerich

2003  NONE

2004

Conner Ronald Skubal

2005

Jacob David Williams

2006

Joseph Akers
McKenzie Akers
Addyson Lehman
Charley Alyssa Pierce
Gabriel Alan Michael Gardenier

2007

Reed Thomas Brooke
Sullivan James Brooke
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2008

Emily Archer (Adult)
Payton Murphy
Perry Lehman

2009

Brady Laughlin
Austin James Williams 2010
Zach Archer (Adult)
Tenley Murphy
Shelby Martin
Haley Cox (Nichols Member)

2011

Chloe Gardenier
Isaiah James Galvan

2012   NONE

2013

Ty Brooks
Cale Brooks
Caden Brooks

2014

Karli Jean Galvan
Anniston Renae Murphy
Wyatt Terry Axline

2015

Skylar Simon
Rayleigh Grace Reed

2016

Kinsley Probst
Britney Harned
Asher Lee Morrison
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Adult Baptisms

1978

Jill Petsel
Steven Ruegsegger

1979

Mike Bown

1980

Helena Echert
Ethel Lehman

1981
Jerry Melick
Pat McCrabb
Debbie Wilson
Blanche Birkett
Vera Sharpless

1982
William Eugene McCrabb
Debra Sue Noble
Debra Sue Kobes

1983

Jo Michelle Koellner
Tracy Lynn Garner
Marcia May Morrison
Timothy Robert Dewar
Gladys Ehlert
Laura June Phelps

1984

Douglas Phelps
David Kobes
Michael Morrison
Heather Grable 
Renae Smith
Kim Butts
Ryan Burton
Bruce MacGowan
Evelyn MacGowan

1985

Diana Brown
Scott Dewar
Laura McCrabb

1986

Todd Koellner
Larry Stanton
Mary Jean Stanton

1987
Brett Akers
Scott Barnhart

1988
Brian McInstosh
Brian Benge
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1989

Adam Dixon
Mike Phelps
Bruce Benge

1990

Brad Akers
Kyle Barnhart
Chad Minor
Jonathan Hambright
Alex Michael Webb

1993 NONE

1994 

Corey Johnston

1995 

Koren Kober
Heather Mills
Diane Snider

1996

Melissa Barnhart
Dan Johntson
Josh Sistrunk
Gabe Sistrunk

1997

Doris Denney

1998

No Adult

1999

Marsha Jacobs
Charlene Urquhart

2000

Sara Marshall
Cliff McFerren

2001
Jessica Brown
Tara Kober
Amy Morrison
Gina Rife
Scott Skubal

2002—2016 NONE

2014

Jason Thrasher
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Weddings
1977

Sandy McCrabb and Craig McKillip
Cindy Woody and Jerry Johnston
Ronald Cain and Sherry Woods
Karen Brown and Robin Spears
Barbara Jarvis and Brad Melick
June Wilkerson and David Furney
Romon Molinar and Rossana Requejo

1978

Theresa Otto and Rodney Jarvis
Melissa Brooks and Mark Johnson
Amy Plummer and David Brown
Gerald Lanfier and Willine Cobey

1979

Pam Scharff & Darrell McKillip
Kim Burton and Wayne Lynch (Assisted)
Jeanette Iske and Scott Fabere
Fred and Linda Peters
Sharla Passmore and Wayne Kaalberg
Karen Jedlicka and Bruce Brooke (Assisted)
Michael Wigim and Michelle Gilmore

1980
Sandra Sue Walker and Larry Laing
Richard Webb and Joyce Mayo
Judith Larson and James Handsaker
Lynn Huckins and Kathryn Brown
Harvey Esling and Fairy LeSampson
Theresa Petsel and Jim Dotson
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1981 

Susan Evans and Maurie Wagner
Jim Farmer and Ruth Mayhew
Barb Johnson and Richard Kaalberg
Mary Howe and Mark Jennings
Walter Evans and Leanne Evans

1982

Annette Hazen and Dan McCrabb
Wanda Powers and Marvin Brockert
Annette Stagg and Jeff Henderson
Lupe Treviss and John Sotello
Mary Ann Otto and John Adams

1983

Barbara Billick and Leonard Larson 
Sue McCrabb and Larry Kasney
Mary Nortman and Leon Larson
Luann Morrison and David Bjork
Karen Wicks and Kevin Lenane
Maxine Leggins and Fred Uthe
Annie Riley and Rick Noble
Diane B. Smith and Mike Kirkpatrick

1984
Lisa Noring and Curt Newcomb
Bill Jensen and Louise Maher
Cindy Kelly and Barry Mills
Melody Roberts and Ken Quinn
Mary Jensen and Dennis Hepker
Diane Paul and Thomas Brown
Barbara Stych and Jerry Hall
Jodi Westra and Blaine Kelly
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1984 (CON’T)

Michelle Mover and Scott Jarrard
Holly Hoopes and John Kiwala (assisted)
James Otto and Angie Hinkhouse
Dennis Evans and Donna Broygman

1985

Danny Baker and Cynthia Birkett
Dennis Shelton and Louisa Stout
Terry Schoer and Jill Petsel
Phillip Weaver and Pamela Honts
Dale Carter and Luan Carter
Kevin Greer and Kelly Reichert  

1986

Romulo Rivas and Tracy Garner
Robert Vimini and Jane Bjork
Brian Campbell and Kim Rock
Hobert Roberts and Linda Markley
Rickey Hines and Lisa Hayes
Garry Kent and Vicki Skubal
William Ross and Paula Flurry
John McKillip and Stacy Passmore
Patrick McCrabb and Stacy Meyers
Richard McFarland and Pamela Crusse
Christopher Whitehead and Annette Zdulski
David Jensen and Elizabeth Schermerhorn

1987
Roger Hop and Debra Farmer
Mark Irwin and Barbara VanEpps

1988 

Rodney Lee Paul and Dawn Christine Crees
Richard Hambright and Cindy Moreland
Kevin Snook and Debra Noble
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1989

Scott Jensen and Debra Stagg
Larry Elshoff and Debra Kobes
Terry Eaker and Kimberly Kent Biggs
Ryan Clark and Lori Carney
Scott Yerington and Cindy Woody Johnston
Scott Hillyer and Pam Westra

1990

Ronald Kline and Carol Butts
Greg Martin and Michelle Hester
Jeff Schroder and Laura McCrabb
Lindsey Simpson and Deborah Heath
Brent Haraway and Beth Ann Yerrington

1991 NO WEDDINGS

1992
Maria Farmer and Jesse Cadena
Kevin Ruegsegger and Donna Gelinas
Mitchell Howard and Deja Sterner
Ryan Burton and Rae Ann Jones

1993
Mike Morrison and Mary Kay McCreanor
Donald Hale and Marguerite Determann
Morris Noble and Kathryn White
Curt Sanders and Kelly Brookshear
Darrel Sloan and Sheri Irwin
Mark Eckhardt and Meta Crow
Jeff Terhune and Kathy Warson
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1994

Samuel Suddeth and Annette Smith
Omar Carter and Thelma Farrier
Thomas McMahon and Janette Proctor
Vince Ottaway and Letha Gingerich
Brett Akers and Sarah Butler
Alan Collison and Wenli Zhang
Pat Nortman and Jill Eller
Timothy Dewar and Darci Moore
William Woodburn and Angela Dotson

1995

John Greiner and Ann McCrabb
Jesus Solis and Maria Zulaica
Charles Gosenburg and Lori Forbes
Corey Herrold and Jennifer Maxwell
Anthoney Webb and Tina Crow
Kevin Minor and Norma Gee
Barry Hofmeister and Tamara Mauer
Jerrold Rock and Stacy Ramus

1996

Donald Greiner and Kimberly Butts
Mark Esmoil and Chari Ann Connell
Travis Shields and Bandy Scorpil
Joseph Blick and Kandice Cross

1997
John Nath and Joanna Ruble
Andrew Nortman and Stacy Linn Riggs
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1998

Anthony Michael Giamba and Tammy Jo Cruise
Jason Lee Hedlund and Jana Marie Powers

1999

Pat Gingerich and Tonya Drake
Dan Christofferson and Jeanette Lenz
Ken Hald and Harriet Nortman
Jim Schermerhorn and Cathy Hausman
Dixon Bixby and Heather Messer

2000

Bruce Brooke and Patty Standaert
Troy Tietge and Michelle Lambert

2001
Marla Phelps and Aaron Matlock
Katherine Nortman and Ron Christensen
Tommy Ruble and Henny Lemkau
Curt Woodford and Theresa Garner
Ben Pettitt and Susan Stone
Jeff Smith and Melba Cadena
Stewart Hodge and Roberta Bodkins

2003
Jesse Hall and Janie Sager
Chris Burger and Melissa White
Scott Skubal and Gina Rife
Chad James and Jean Willis
Doug Hall and Mandy Brophy
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2004

Susan Zimmerman and John Golob
Phillip Urquhart and Danielle Wright
Ken Wright and Brenda Christy
Shawn Crees and Courtney Kober
Noel Elizondo and Michelle Brown
Ken Ingalls and Susan Rodreguiz
Klityka and Menasco

2005

Nate Robinson and Tracy Forbes
Bruce Benge and Kimberly Flickinger
Steve Brenneman and Chu Evans
Chad Stalkfleet and Tracy Fox

2006

Ben Snyder and Kathy Melick
Tim Howell and Holly VeDepo
Dave Johnson and Nikki Tompkins
Joel Murphy and Lisa Hahn
Joe Lehman and Amy McConnaha
John Ahrens and Amy Rohwedder

2007
Jerry Kruse and Mary Sue McKillip
Mick Gardenier and Yvonne Podhajsky
Bob Dewar and Marcy Ponce
Justin Noble and Amanda Rock

2008
Joshua Vergason and Amy Morrison
Roger Barrillas and Diana Stone
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2009

Brandi Hall and Tim Wookey
Michael Hall and Regina Wright-Lloyd

2010 NO WEDDINGS LISTED

2011

Kurt Simon and Jessi Kelly

2012
Brian Flake and Laura Gaumer
William Wendt and Mary Pasker
Josh McDonald and Emily Morrison
Rogelio Galvan and Jamie VeDepo

2013 NO WEDDINGS LISTED

2014 

Jesse Reed and Emily Johnson

2015

Jon Hambright and Sara Gaudet

2016 NO WEDDINGS LISTED
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Deaths of FCU Members, 1977-2017

Alice Shelter
Arminda Lively
Arnie Coffey
Arthur McMahon
Audrey M. Allen
Audrey Noring
Audrey Stagg Poock
Avis Robbins
Avis Vaughn McFadden
Barbara Brown
Barbara Jean Bothell
Barbara Larson
Bertha (Thompson) 

Buckman
Beryl Brooke
Bess Ryan
Betty Akers
Betty Feldman
Betty Lou (Mackey) 

Albrecht
Betty Weinard
Billy Scharff
Blanche Birkett
Blanche Carter
Bruce MacGowan
Cara Nevins
Carl Graig
Carol Miller
Carolyn Johnson
Cedric Charles Ballou

Celia M. Bjork
Charles Evans
Chris Wicks
Christina Crees
Clare Brooke
Clare Lightner
Clarence Feldman
Clarence Stagg
Corinne Brown James
Dale Johnson
Dennis Rockwell Evans
Diane Scott
Dona Petsel
Don McCrabb
Donald Crow
Donna Stagg
Dora Lee Stagg
Doris Denney
Doris Thomas
Dorothy (Hedges) Trimble
Dorothy Brown
Dorothy Fredericks
Dorothy Mays
Dorothy Petru
Douglas William Otto
Dr. Nahum Blackman
Duane Thomas
Edith Schneider
Edna Starkey
Edward Schermerhorn
Ellen Hitchings
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Elmer Ehlert
Eloise Wright
Emily A. Burian
Emma Boynes
Emma Ditmars
Emmor Webb
Erdine Kruse
Erma Arnold
Erna Schooley
Esther Hines
Ethel Mae Lehman
Eva Oepping
Evelyn MacGowan
Fern Hormel
Fern Sarver
Ferne Robinson Sullivan
Florence Dewar
Florence McMahon
Florence Wigim
Floyd Bothell
Francis McCrabb
Frances (Effie) Wilson
Frank Luther Smith
Frank Toburen
Fred Miller
Fred Oepping
Fred Pierce
Gary Thomas
Genevieve Arnold
George Barber
Georgia Kiwala
Geraldine Tenold
Gladys (Hawthorn) Brooke
Gladys Blackman

Gladys Ehlert
Gladys Mills
Glen Curry
Grace Cowell
Grace Gardner
Grace Rehbehn
Harlan Sterner
Harley Petru
Harold Carter
Harold L. Brooks
Harold Ridenour
Harold Weinard,Sr.
Harry Peak
Hazel Crozer
Helen Jean Eichelberger
Helen Melick
Helena Mae Eckert
Henry Derksen
Hilda Peterson
Hilda White
Hope Pierce
Howard A. Bjork
Hugh Probst
Inez(McGowan) Lewis
Iola Johnson
Ione (Johnson) Mitchell
Ione Miller
Jack Earhart
Jack Ekland
Jack Iske
James Edward 

Schermerhorn
James McCrabb
Jeff Iske
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Jesse Brooke
Jewel Skubal 
Jewell Thurness
John Ashton
John Farmer
John Rehbenn
John Willson
John Wright
Josephine Webb
Joyce Morrison
Juanita Watters
Julia Bothell
Katheryn Paisley
Kathryn Ballou
Kathryn Willson
Kenneth Ruegsegger
Lawrence Sullivan
Lawrence Roth
Lee Chad James
Leona Shaw
Leonard Larson 
Lester Hines
Lester Jensen
Lillian James
Lois Schermerhorn
Lola Ditmars
Loletta Mackey
Lorna M. Schuppert
Louis Hormel
Louise Jensen
Louise Noring
Lourena Beaver
Lucille Derksen

Lucy Rock
Lynn Burnett
Mabel Eichenauer
Mabel Maurer
Madelyn Shore
Marcia Bowman
Margaret Irey
Margaret Jack
Margaret Sullivan
Marge Petty
Marian Edith McFadden
Marjorie Roth
Martha Ridenour
Mary Ashton
Mary Boyens Sanders Jarvis
Mary Brandt
Mary Helmers
Mary Hindee
Mary Lucile Davisson
Maynard Johnson
Maynard Smith
Melva (Deal) Burnett
Mrs. Charles Hedges
Mrs. Fred Wachs
Neil Wicks
Norma Coglizer
Orpha Zajicek
Otis Arnold
Pamela Westra Hillyer
Paul Coglizer
Paul Madsen
Ralph Akers
Rick Noble
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Robert Albrecht
Robert Bown
Robert Dewar, Sr.
Robert McCoy
Robert Petsel
Robert Wigim
Ronald Brown
Rowena Barkalow
Ruby Arnold
Russell Bickford
Russell Newcomb
Ruth Bown
Ruth Compton
Ruth Webb
Ruth Wilkerson
Sandra Hormel
Scott McMahon
Shirley Jean Lehman
Shirley Larson
Sue Walker
Terry Kruse
Thomas Carlisle
Udelle Toburen
Venita Harned
Vera Sharpless
Vernon Ross
Veva Ross
Viola Morrison
Viola Peak
Violet Bickford
Virgil Harned
Wallace Mays
Waucile Smith

Wayne Pierce
William Eichenauer
William Warren
William Webb
Wilma Carlisle
Wilma Schaapveld
Winifred (Marshall) 

Jehle
Yates Thurness
Zoe Ann Brown
Zula Bailey
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Funerals of Non-Members, 1977-2017
Adolph Range
Adrian Wilson
Albert Brown
Albert Daufeldt
Albert Watson
Alice McMahon
Alice Wolf
Alicia Hambright (infant)
Alma Hise
Altha Chase
Amelia Mills
Amy Dunaway
Anna Osborn
Anna Wheatley
Antonetta Smith
Arlis Novy
Arthur Reiland
Barbara Hedges
Barbara MacGowan
Ben Pigsley
Beryl Miller
Bessi Drahos
Beth Ryan
Betty Barkhurst
Betty Morrison
Beulah Noring
Bill Burton
Bill Morrison
Bill Schneider
Billie McKillip
Bob Taylor
Brenda Woody-Richards

Bruce Musser
Buck Beaver
Bud Carter
Burton Mills
Carl Nissen
Carl Schiele
Carrie DeForest
Cecil Carlisle
Charlotte Keith
Chelsea Mae Brooke 

(infant)
Clarence Crees
Clarence Metcalf
Claude Caskey
Cleo Leggins
Cleo Petty
Clyde Bender
Clyde Parks
Connie Ridenour
Curtis James
Cynthia Baker
Daisy King
Dale Christensen
Daniel Bickford
Darlene Clark
David Wilson
Dewey Patterson
Dick Wells
Don Robbins
Donald Peters
Donald Stucker
Donna Carmichael
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Dr. E.E. Hale
Dwight Davis
Earl Curtis
Earl Hitchings
Earnest Evans
Ed Kephart
Ed Watson
Edith Cole
Edith Madsen
Edith Stagg
Edna Beirman
Edward Roberts
Eleanor Musser
Elenore Myers
Ellen Hahn
Elma Binggeli
Emma Bailey
Emmett Sullivan
Ethel Schiele
Evans Morris
Evelyn McCann
Everett Holst
Findley Brooke
Floyd Coss
Francis Wilson
Frank Janney
Fred Uthe
Freda Madsen
Freddie Kruse
Frieda Gates
Gabriella Robertson
George Drahos
George Reiland
Gertrude Soukup

Gladys Carter
Gladys Christoffersen
Gladys Kent
Gladys Stuelke
Glen Phelps
Gwendolyn Ashton
Harold Barkhurst
Harold Dexter
Harold Larsen
Harry Emmick
Harry Johnson
Harry Schooly
Hazel Goodsell
Hazel Grothwohl
Helen White
Henrietta Ensminger
Henry Osborne
Hilda Wells
Homer Hahn
Hope Hunt Howell
Ida Conklin
Idella Bender
Ina Heathman
Irene Rockafellow
Ivan Luse
J. Joseph Wright
J.C. Hudgens
Jack McIntosh
Jacobsen  (Infant)
James Ball
James Proctor
Jennifer Merchant
Jenny Blick
John Rohner
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Joseph Weise
Josephine McQuaide
Joshua Morrison
Kaitlyn Marie Stender
Kate Ady
Kate McCrabb
Keith Bryan
Ken Ritchie
Kenneth Baugh
Kenneth McKillip
Kenneth Sharpless
L Goodsell
L.W. McKilliip
Laura Phelps
Lauri Jaco
Laurie Schneider
Lee Crow
Leland Minor
Leo Ament
Leona Larson
LeRoy F. Schneider
Leroy Lightner
Lester Gingrich
Lester Larson
Lester Mills
Linnie Lodge
Lisa Chase
Lloyd Beaver
Lloyd Howe
Lois Shelly
Louie Hudgens
Lowell Rockafellow
Lowell Terhune
Mabel Pigsley

Marcia Patterson
Margaret Hayes
Margaret Uthe
Marguerite Howe
Marie Collison
Marie McDuffie
Marion Davison
Marjorie Janes
Marjorie Luse
Marlene Parizek
Martha Peters
Martha Westphal
Mary Baugh
Mary Carter
Mary Howell
Mary Probst 
Bartholomew
Meryl DeVore
Mildred Kintz
Milo Mitvalsky
Miriam Boden
Monte Owens
Myrtle Cassidy
Nellie Beaver
Nellie Devore
Noble White
Nora Geirse
Opal Peak
Owen Blick
Patricia Brown
Paul Tupy
Pearl Conklin
Peirre Lehman
Phillip Peak
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Phineas Paul Nichols
Rachel Koellner
Ralph Farmer
Randy Swailes
Ray Faigle
Raymond Elshoff
Raymond Kile
Reva Duncan 
Montgomery
Rex Minor
Richard Zeadow
Robert Albrecht
Robert Black
Robert McDuffie
Roger Holtman
Roger Messner
Ronald Christy
Ronald Ridenour
Ronald Skubal
Roy Conklin
Ruth Carlisle
Sam Hardin
Sam Powers 
Sandra Trimble
Shelbe Axline
Sophie Beaver
Stanley Small
Stephen Borgstadt
Treadwell Robinson
Verl Heath
Vern Jarvis
Viola Parks
Virgil Arnold
Virgil Bozarth
Virgina Holst

Virginia Gehrke
Waldo Myers
Walter Madsen
Wanda Noble
Warren Dice
Warren Dutton
Wayne Irey
Wayne Wilson
Wilbur Wolf
William Chaffee
William Townsend
William Wright
Wilma Dutton
Winnie Minor
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Members of First Church United as of 2017
Harold Wilkerson
Betty Dean Probst
H. Filmore Melick
Thomas C. Brooke
Christine Newcomb
Marjory Melick
Wayne Noring
Walter Lehman
Marilyn Irey
Evelyn Wilkerson
Edward Eichelberger
Joseph Akers
Ray Bozarth
Elsie Morrison Powers
Kerry Shore
Norma Brooks
Harold Stagg 
Phyliss Hines
Mrs. Harvey Hines
Mary Schneider 
Steve Beaver
Susan Beaver 
Sharon Harrington 
Shirley Sterner
Daniel Beaver
Betty Louise Weinard
Mary Elaine Jensen
John Bothell
Dorothy Plunkett
Claire Wicks
Kenneth Harned
Marilyn Ruegsegger
Robert Dewar Jr.

William Dean Jensen
Martha Morrison
Joan Mason
Janet Koellner
William Koellner
Ruby Arnold
Susan Kobes
Robert Clarence Larson
Dennis Wayne Noring
Louise McCoy
Mary Smith Dunnahoo
Cinda Sue Pierce
Carolyn Louise Stucker
Terry Petsel
Michael Robert Wigim
Tom Lehman
Linda Buline
Roger Smith
Randy Smith
Karen Brown Spears
Dinette Brooks Myers
Steve Wicks
Bradley Sterner
Jeanette Iske
Allen Beaver
Jerome Kiwala
Lisa Noring Newcomb
Melissa Brooks Johnson
Theresa Otto Jarvis
Lewis Morrison
Kim Burton
Gerald (Joe) Myers
Teresa Larson
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Mary Pat Brooke
Cathy Walker
Tom Woody
Janet Woody
Dean Phelps
Marianne Phelps
Ken Westfall 
Vera Jean Westfall
Tom Bjork
Debbie Christofferson
Sandy McKillip
Keith Barnhart
Margaret Barnhart
JoAnn Akers
Gary Kobes
Rick Westfall
David Bjork
Leon Larson
Darren Brooke
Tom Probst
Tom Brown
Tim McMahon
Tom McMahon
Janet Sue Rohner
Robert James Rohner
Jerry Hunter
June Hunter
Steve Farmer
Sue Lehman
Jerry Johnston
Jo Noble
Wayne Corriell
Pat Corriell
Steven E. Ruegsegger

James E. Kiwala
James Walker Otto
Mark Johnson
Mike Robert Bown
Rick Kennedy
Pat Kennedy
Kenneth Minor
Linda Minor
Michelle Wigim
Evelyn Evans
Jodi Westra Kelly 
Jerry Steve Melick
Debra Jane Wilson
Don Wilson
Sonya Jensen
Don Wilson
Beth Ann Wilson
Lori Caskey Brooke
Scott Thomas
Carol Miller
Betty Madson
Tracy Lynn Garner
Timothy R. Dewar
Sydney M. Harned
William M. Phelps
Fay Lin Phelps
Laura J. Phelps
Richard Lovetinsky
Nancy Lovetinsky
Mark Lovetinsky
John Werzbaugher
David Kobes
Mike Morrison
Heather Grable

199



Renae Smith
Kim Butts
Ryan Burton
Joe Hoeme
Greg Martin
Scott Jensen
Ken Quinn
Verna Ruble
Marilyn Kelly
Marvin Irwin
Carol Irwin
Walter Evans
LeAnna Evans
Charles Gingerich
Letha Gingerich 
Ottaway
Maria Ann Farmer
Susette L. Jensen
Gregory J. Battoglia
Diana Paul Brown
Christine Kruse
Katherine Ree 
Nortman
Ronda Christy
Patrick Gingerich
Kevin T. Minor
Gary Kent 
Vicky Skubal Kent
Larry Stanton
Mary Jean Stanton
Blaine Kelly
Terry Kruse 
Richard Hambright
Juanita Marshall
Lynette Marie Forbes

Michael S. McCoy
Cindy Moreland Hambright
Brian McIntosh
Brandon Harned
Brian Benge
Janice McCrabb
Adam D. Dixon
Nathian L. Pierce
Michael Dean Phelps
Holly Gingerich
James J. McIntosh
Bruce Benge
Rebecca L. Kober
Brad D. Akers
Kyle T. Barnhart
Chad Minor
David Baker
Roberta Baker
Christie Noring
Curtis Newcomb
Jennifer Maxwell Herrold
Brent Benge
Jessica L. Kober
Gwynne A. Rohner
Dennis Brooks
Kenneth Williams
Jeanine Williams
Charles D. Nortman
Karen Nortman
Mary Nortman Larson
Cathy Marshall
Brendon Kelly
M. Alexander Pohl
Joanna L. Ruble
Kyle Harned
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Christopher W. McMahon
Courtney Kober Crees
Benjamin Pohl
Corey M. Johnson
Timothy D. Lewis
Jessica L. Pierce
Jeanette McMahon
Emily Johnson Reed
Troy Allan Myers
Lucas Williams
Koren Kober
Heather Mills Carey
Brian Roberts
Vince Ottaway
Joe G. Lehman
Lillian A. Larson
Jeffrey P. VeDepo
Dustin Brooks
Melissa Barnhart
Daniel L. Johnston
Troy Tietge
Michelle Lambert
Marsha Jacobs
Heidi Morrison
Cynthia Phelps
Jacob Johnson
Kent Lewis
Andrew Moreland
Megan Williams
Bret J. Akers 
Sarah Akers
MindyAkers
Barbara Irwin
Jack Mully
Judith Mully

Charlene Urquhart
Phillip Urquhart
Charles T. Brooke
Kenneth Noble
Sarah Marshall
Thaddeus J. 
Zimmerman
Clifford McFerren
Tara Kober
Amy Morrison
Lili Dalton
Bryan Dalton
Sean Newcomb
Anne Gentil Archer
Gina Rife
Scott Skubal
Jessica L. Kelly Simon
Levi A. Larson
Ashley Martin
Heidi Zimmerman
Hollie Jacobs
Jon Hambright
Gina Kiwala
Benjamin J. Newcomb
Nichole Reedy
Gary Hahn
Joyce Hahn,
Carolyn Nichols Probst
Lisa Hahn Murphy
Jean Hale
Brenda Miller
Robert Miller
Emily Probst
Kelly J. Larson
Michael Gardinier
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Yvonne Podhajsky 
Marian Hart
Arnold Hart
Mary Lou Kaiser
Kyle Jacobs
Benjamin Probst
Lucas Archer
Zachary A. Newcomb
Brian Martinez
Nathaniel Williams
Cailynn Williams
Blaine Williams
Hannah Miller
Emily Archer
Gibson J. Akers
Dillon C. Brooke
Roger Johnson
Darlene Johnson
Nell Conklin
Morris Noble
Paula Hale
Nic Hale
Debra Bothell
Carolyn Larson Logan

Jeni Laughlin
James Laughlin
Matthew F. Kelly
R. Kyle Miller
Shania Minor
Zachary Archer
Deepak Giri
Amrita Giri
Wendell Wendt
Curtis Minor
Sue Deahr
Mike Deahr
Ryan Deahr
Ken Wright
Brenda Wright
Jason Thrasher
Katherine Thrasher
Chancellor Thrasher
Charles Thrasher
Brookelyn Harned
Brittney Harned
Lindsey Laughlin
Gabe Gardenier
Kennedy McNaul
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