
Light IN THE DARKNESS     JOHN 1, HEB. 1:1-4; PS. 98 

 

We began our advent journey speaking about three doors. 

One with Christ’s birth, one with Christ’s second coming, and one in the middle with our lives lived 

expectantly waiting for that day when Jesus returns. 

The worship team loosely formed a plan to focus each week on themes of peace, joy, love, and light, all 

of them under the umbrella of hope found in Jesus. 

These have been symbolized in the stable and we’ve sent home stickers with you to help you remember 

to be peacemakers, to spread joy and love, in other words to share how your faith in Jesus gives you 

hope. 

 

We love to gather with family and friends this time of year, to exchange gifts, to party.  We are more 

generous to strangers this time of year as well, the outpouring of toys, food and winter clothes for our 

Christmas box giveaways phenomenal. 

Several of you have was gone a second or third mile in your giving, seeking ways to anonymously help 

those in need. 

Some of you may have supported alternate giving through heifer international or other world wide 

programs fighting poverty and helping others to become self-sustaining. 

 

I might say that these kinds of actions are true advent living. 

These are the things we do leading up to Christmas, Jesus’ birth. 

These should be the year round kind of things we do every day while waiting for that second coming, 

Jesus’ return;   

We continue to live in the in between time of the already and the not yet 

 

Today being Christmas day begins the season of Christmas.  It continues for 12 days until the day of 

epiphany on Jan. 6, traditionally the day the magi arrived to pay homage to the Christ child king, and 

recognized him as God. 

This season of Christmas we can spend unwrapping who Jesus is.  We don’t want to set him on a shelf 

because he’s too precious to open.  We do not want to perpetually worship baby Jesus; we need to 

grow into acknowledging who he is. 

We need to remember and retell the story and find our place in it. 

 

The writer of the gospel of john’s intent was to add to the account of the other gospels, to flesh out for 

us the idea that Jesus was Messiah, the hoped for Christ. 

People’s understanding of messiah was God’s long awaited agent of rescue and saving from oppression.  

They were expecting a warrior, a king; they got so much more. 

John begins his messianic message by telling us not about Jesus’ birth but about God’s Word. 

God’s Word that has always been in existence, with God. 

John takes us back to creation and says the Word was there. 

The Word was life.  The Word was light.  All things were created through the Word. 



And then a most astounding claim:  the Word became flesh and came and dwelt among us.  The 

incarnate Word came to make God known to us. 

The Word is Jesus.  Jesus is a revelation of God. 

The Word, in the flesh is love personified, so full of grace and truth that it overflows and slops out of him 

onto us.  

 

We now have two forms of God’s word.  When I read the scriptures I end by saying ‘the Word of God’ 

and ‘thanks be to God’ 

This is to acknowledge that through the written word, someone, namely God, is trying to tell us 

something.  Then we set out to discover what that is. 

To say that the spoken word became flesh and dwelt among us is not just commemorating an historical 

event at Bethlehem, it is a present confession of faith about God’s presence and glory here and now. 

His word continues to speak to us through Jesus the Christ. 

If we want to know what God looks like, we look to Jesus.  If we want to know what God has to say to us, 

we listen to what Jesus said. 

Why is this important?  Why do we need to know or think about such things?  Why can’t we just pretty 

much jump from Christmas to Easter, have our family dinners and parties, and call it good? 

Because we are called to be and live to our fullest in an in between time again and again and again.. 

Christmas and Easter neither one have meaning if we aren’t ready to know and say that we need a 

savior.  Then, we can follow with ‘we have a savior’  and we can share the savior.  

 

We need a savior.  What do we need saved from?  From oppression?  From injustice? From addiction?  

From grief?  From despair?  From ego?  From emptiness?  From affluence?  From selfishness?  From 

hurt?  Standard answer is to label the cause of these things as sin and to say we need saved from sin and 

its consequences. 

Sin is anything that breaks relationship with God and other people. 

We’re all guilty of that.  We all need saved from that.  We cannot do it for ourselves. 

We need a savior. 

 

We have a savior.  The Word of God became flesh.  Some of us have heard these words so many times 

we fail to let the full impact of that sink in. 

The full impact, the whole story is Christmas, Easter, and all that falls between, and all that has 

happened since, and all that will happen until Jesus comes again to judge… 

The full impact is that we are now the flesh that that word has taken on. 

God’s word dwells in us. 

 

Christmas is the beginning. 

The final judgment will be to remove sin from us once and for all and its consequence of death. 

In the meantime, we are to continue to practice the rigorous exercise of living in expectant joy, love, and 

peace in hope. 

And we are to carry the word in us as light to the world. 

  



When we go out from here, we carry within us Christ to the world. 

It is our mission.  It should be present in our ministry, in our worship, in our work, in our leisure, in our 

daily lives. 

The good news is that Jesus Christ is born today. 

We share that news as light to the world, using words, actions, and attitudes. 

It’s a simple message.  We need a savior.  We have a savior.  We share the story. 

 

God’s gift to us is a one size fits all. 

None of us is too bad nor too good to not need to accept and open that gift of salvation. 

 

We love to sing our Christmas carols.  Part of the reason is when we really pay attention to the words of 

all the verses, they speak of what our savior will do. 

Peace and mercy will reign over anger and hatred. 

The poor will be uplifted and included. 

Humility will win over the boasting and destructive actions of rich fools. 

God’s light will outshine the things of darkness. 

We feel a thrill of hope that all oppression, all injustice will cease and all of creation will sing in 

triumphant joy.  Isn’t our savior beautiful? 

 

There is a contemporary song called Chain Breaker.  It speaks to some of the needs that we have today, 

giving assurance and hope in Jesus.  I’d like to share the words with you: 

 (Please Google and listen to the song) 

Go out and testify.  Amen 


